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‘We Came to Live in Birmingham’ 
 

A resource pack for teachers in all schools 
 

Birmingham is a city of immigrants, growing from a population of less than a hundred 
thousand two centuries ago to the city of over a million today – and still growing. The 
Commonwealth Games are an opportunity to celebrate the cultural diversity of Birmingham 
but they are also an opportunity to help children and young people in our schools to 
understand the journeys and experiences of the people who have come to Birmingham to 
live and work here, and have made the city what it is today. 
 
This resource pack consists mainly of stories and accounts, written and in some cases on 
audio and video, that I have collected together. I have organised the materials in 9 themes. 
It is not intended that you use all the resources here. On the contrary, it is entirely up to you 
to make use of whichever resources you find useful and in whatever order you choose. 
 
The 9 themes are:  
 

• Family Histories – page 4 

• Migrant Stories – page 12 

• Stories for Children and Young People – page 27 

• Black History – page 45 

• The Slave Trade – page 62 

• Birmingham and the Slave Trade – page 78 

• South Asian History – page 89 

• The Handsworth Riots – page 99 

• Some reading for teachers – page 104 
 
I hope this collection is useful to you as teachers. I would welcome any suggestions for 
resources that you have found, if possible to include in a supplement to this pack, including 
on issues I have left out. I’d also be very pleased to hear about the teaching and learning in 
your classroom that perhaps we could share in a supplement. 
 
Richard Hatcher 
January 2022 
 
I am an Emeritus Professor in Education at Birmingham City University. This pack is a 
personal contribution, produced in association with BCU, Birmingham Education Partnership 
(BEP) and Birmingham Race Impact Group (BRIG). 
Richard.Hatcher@bcu.ac.uk 

  

mailto:Richard.Hatcher@bcu.ac.uk
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‘We Came to Live in Birmingham’ 
 

An introduction to the resource pack 
 
Birmingham is a city of immigrants, growing from less than a hundred thousand two 
centuries ago to the city of over a million today – and still growing. The Commonwealth 
Games are an opportunity to celebrate the cultural diversity of Birmingham but they are 
also an opportunity to help children and young people in our schools to understand the 
people who have come to Birmingham to live and work here, and have made the city what it 
is today. 
 
Many of them have come from Commonwealth countries; many others have come from 
elsewhere, including Eastern Europe and South East Asia. They are the parents and 
grandparents and great-grandparents of the children and young people in our schools 
today. Wherever they have come from they have stories to tell, and their stories will have 
many connections and things in common, often of backgrounds in relative poverty and 
perhaps oppression, and a desire to make a better life for themselves and their children. 
 
To understand the roots of Birmingham’s prosperity we have to reach back further in time, 
into the centuries of Empire, based on the invasion and conquest of what are today’s 
Commonwealth countries and and the exploitation of workers through slavery and forced 
labour. It is a history in which Birmingham, and some of its leading citizens, played an 
influential role.  
 
But it also means celebrating all those in Birmingham who have campaigned for social 
justice, from the Birmingham Ladies’ Society for the Relief of Negro Slaves in the early 1800s 
to the struggles and campaigns against racial discrimination in the period from the 1940s up 
to the present day. 
 
This curriculum project  relates to Everyone’s Battle Everyone’s Business,* the Council’s 
‘Equality Strategy and Action Plan 2021 – 2023’.  As Councillor John Cotton, Cabinet 
Member for Social Inclusion, Community Safety and Equalities, says in his Foreword:  
 

‘we need to ensure we celebrate and share the stories of diversity and dynamism 
that have made Birmingham the amazing place that we are all proud to call home. 
We all have a different story, a different heritage, a different journey that has 
brought us here. All of these tales - the inspiring and joyous as well as the 
challenging and the grim – are part of the Birmingham story. They all need to be 
shared, explored and commemorated appropriately, because they are the 
foundation upon which we are all building our shared home and common future as 
citizens of Birmingham today.’ 

 
*Everyone’s Battle Everyone’s Business 
https://birmingham.cmis.uk.com/birmingham/Decisions/tabid/67/ctl/ViewCMIS_DecisionDetails/mi
d/391/Id/dd14362e-5696-4ce2-8c40-e2c4dd3a7f06/Default.aspx 

 

https://birmingham.cmis.uk.com/birmingham/Decisions/tabid/67/ctl/ViewCMIS_DecisionDetails/mid/391/Id/dd14362e-5696-4ce2-8c40-e2c4dd3a7f06/Default.aspx
https://birmingham.cmis.uk.com/birmingham/Decisions/tabid/67/ctl/ViewCMIS_DecisionDetails/mid/391/Id/dd14362e-5696-4ce2-8c40-e2c4dd3a7f06/Default.aspx


3 
 

 
Children and young people as researchers, investigating the experiences and 
views of family members and the local community 
 

One starting point that may appeal to and inspire children and young people of whatever 
age is to find out about the experiences and views of family members and members of the 
local community – adults and young people - of coming to Birmingham. Why they left, why 
they came, what the experiences were of leaving home and leaving people behind, of 
arriving in this strange city and making sense of it, often of having to deal with 
discrimination, of finding a job, making a living and a new life, and with it new friends and 
new meanings.  
 
Schoolstudents will learn the skills of being young researchers: how to devise appropriate 
questions and how to carry out a successful interview. (Teachers would need to ensure that 
the project is hospitable to those who don’t have families or neighbours with stories of 
migration, even from other parts of Britain, and to those from single-parent homes and 
those with foster-parents.) 
 
Interviews with adults from the local community could be done collectively through adults 
being invited into the classroom to talk about coming to Birmingham and answer questions, 
and individually by students - depending on their age - perhaps with neighbours or local 
friendly shopkeepers.  
 
The aim would be to gather and explore, in age-appropriate ways, motives and experiences, 
positive and negative. Where have people come from? Why have they come here? What 
were and are their experiences – of jobs, of housing, of the way of life, of relations with the 
people already living in Birmingham? This would include issues of racism and other forms of 
discrimination. The resources in this pack would help to place their findings in context. 
 
Interviews could be recorded by written notes or digitally. In addition relevant photos and 
artefacts could be collected. The material could be brought together in a classroom or 
school display, with timelines and map-lines. It could be made available to parents and local 
community members to view, and could create, as one legacy of the Games, a permanent 
record for future generations. 
 

‘We are here because you were there’ 
 

Building on this first-hand research, teachers and their students could reach further into the 
past, tracking the roots of post-war immigration to Birmingham back into the history of 
Empire and the growth of the global economy in past centuries. School students would be 
able to explore patterns of power and struggle and how they have shaped the economy and 
culture of our city today, again illustrated by the lives and stories of participants, including 
citizens of Birmingham.  
 
The final question raised by these resources is about the future. What are the positive 
aspects of life in Birmingham that we can build on? What do we need to do more of, or do 
differently? And what can we do, as young people growing up in this country and this city? 
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Researching family histories 
 

 
Family history 
Migration Museum Education Resources  
Family Tree Activity Ages: 8-18  
https://www.migrationmuseum.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Migration-Museum-Family-Tree-
Activity-1.pdf 
 
Exploring our family history can help us uncover amazing things about our family and ancestors. 
These stories often feature migration: Aunts who emigrated, grandparents who immigrated or a 
great-uncle who spent years travelling the world.  
 
Here is a helpful guide to help you begin to explore your family tree and the stories hidden within. 
How much do you know about your parents, grandparents or relatives? Do you have someone in 
your family who migrated somewhere? 
 
We have created some questions for you to ask your relatives. You will also find a family tree outline 
to print off and fill in! You can even pin stories, drawings and photos to illustrate it. Fill in the names 
and draw the connecting lines – or draw your own tree. We have also highlighted some great online 
resources to help you dig even further.  
 
In these times of social isolation, it is more important than ever to reach out to those you can’t see 
via phone or video chat. And being at home for an extended period of time is a great opportunity to 
find out more about your family and relatives. Tell us who you got in touch with and what type of 
technology you used to do it.  
 
Share what you uncover with us on social media: @MigrationUK on Twitter or 
@MigrationMuseumUK on Facebook and Instagram using the hashtags #AllOurStories #FamilyTree 
#MuseumatHome  
 
Getting started  
The most useful tool for creating your family tree is your curiosity! Asking your family members 
questions is the best way to find out about your family tree.  
 
Social distancing means we can’t currently meet people face to face, but that does not stop you 
from using the phone or the internet to get in touch with your relatives.  
 
Start by listing all the family you know; your siblings, step-siblings, your parents and guardians, your 
grandparents, your cousins, aunts and uncles. Take some time to ask those you are at home with 
these questions and get their help to fill in names.  
 
If you have aunts, uncles, cousins and grandparents, give them a call and ask them these questions 
directly.  
 
We have provided a list of suggested questions to start with, but ask as many as you like about 
anything you like! Don’t feel that you need to stick to this script. Talking over the phone or online is 
a great way to stay connected to loved ones. 
 

https://www.migrationmuseum.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Migration-Museum-Family-Tree-Activity-1.pdf
https://www.migrationmuseum.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Migration-Museum-Family-Tree-Activity-1.pdf
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Questions to ask:  
● Where were you born? Was this somewhere else in the UK or in another country?  
● Where have you lived? Have you ever lived, worked or studied abroad?  
● Where did you meet your partner/husband/wife?  
● When and where did you get married?  
● Where were your parents/grandparents born?  
● Where did your parents/grandparents meet?  
● Do you have siblings?  
● Do you have pets?  
● Who is the oldest relative you remember? Who are they? Where do they live?  
● What was your childhood home like?  
● What is your job? What were your parents' jobs? Think about historical moments that happened 
during your parents or grandparents' lives: eg; the fall of Berlin Wall 1989, Moon Landing 1969, 
Cuban Missile Crisis 1962, Gulf War 1990-91, September 11th attacks.  
● Do they remember it happening?  
● Where were they when this happened?  
● How old were they when it happened?  
● How did it affect their life?  
 
Remember to take notes and write the answers down. To help, we’ve created a sheet on the next 
page that you can print and fill in yourself.  
 
See more on the website: https://www.migrationmuseum.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/04/Migration-Museum-Family-Tree-Activity-1.pdf 
 

 

Special Learning Journey: Stories of Human Migration  
https://s3.amazonaws.com/outofeden/OOEL_Stories+of+Human+Migration.pdf 
 
Visit the website for links to lots of resources including videos 
 
In this curriculum of 4 footsteps, students explore stories of human migration and reflect on their 
own relationship to the topic.  
 
Footstep 1: Our Own Stories of Migration  
Students listen to and retell the migration story of someone who is close to them or they create a 
map or diagram to depict a migration story within their family or community. 
 
Footsteps 2, 3 and 4 are in Migrant Stories 
 
FOOTSTEP 1: Our Own Stories of Migration  
This footstep invites you to investigate migration or journey stories that belong to your family, local 
community or a group to which you feel attached. Note that migration stories do not have to involve 
moving from one country or region to another; they can involve very short distances or frequent 
journeys you make, for example, going to work or school. Migrations can also be forced by 
governments, wars, or other circumstances such as natural disasters, lack of resources, or changes in 
the environment. 
Option 1: Listen carefully to someone you know well as they share their migration stories from their 
own lives or their family’s history.  
 
You might ask your interviewee:  

https://www.migrationmuseum.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Migration-Museum-Family-Tree-Activity-1.pdf
https://www.migrationmuseum.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Migration-Museum-Family-Tree-Activity-1.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/outofeden/OOEL_Stories+of+Human+Migration.pdf
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○ How did they come to live where they do?  
○ Have they ever lived anywhere else?  
○ Why did they move?  
○ What did they experience when they moved?  
○ How did they feel about moving from one place to another?  
○ What are some journeys or migrations that they make on a regular basis and why?  

 
Retell their story in your own words, either in the form of an audio recording, a written piece, or a 
visual art work. If you choose to create a visual art work, please be sure to include an explanation of 
your piece to help other students understand the story. Regardless of what format you choose, we 
encourage you to include visuals or other creative tools to help you tell the story. 
 
Option 2: Create a map or diagram or another type of visual image that depicts a story of migration 
connected to your family or community.  
 
You may want to start with a map that’s freely available on the Internet and add text, arrows, and 
pictures to tell a migration story. Be sure to write an accompanying explanation to help others 
understand your map. 
 

 

Moving Stories: A Storytelling Project for the Classroom and the Community 
Moving Stories: From Voice to Action - Re-imagining Migration 
https://reimaginingmigration.org/moving-stories-home/ 
 
This is a US site but with ideas we can use. 
 
These questions are part of our Moving Stories collection. We have designed these questions to 
allow for a wide range of interpretations of what it means to migrate. By definition, to migrate is to 
move. However, not every migration story is the same. Moving from one neighborhood to another, 
while sharing some common elements with other migration stories, is quite different than the 
migration story or a refugee, immigrant, displaced person. or someone forced to migrate through 
the Middle Passage and Slavery.  The educators’ guide and mini-unit offer suggestions for how to 
frame this activity with students in ways that use those differences to build a deeper understanding 
of migration. We also recognize that the emotional impact and weight of migration stories are not 
the same for everybody, turn to the guide for suggestions on how to create an emotionally safe 
space for the Moving Stories interview.  
 
QUESTION SET ONE 
Use these questions as a starting point if the interview subject has a personal experience with 
moving or migration that they would like to share. Before conducting the interview, review the 
following with your interviewee to make sure they feel comfortable with the questions and choose 
the most appropriate ones. It might be helpful to give them a few minutes to reflect before 
beginning the interview. 
If you’d like to share your story with friends, family, or the public, use our Moving Stories app. 
 
MOTIVATION FOR MIGRATING 
There is a story behind every decision to migrate. 
What was yours (or your parents)? 
What were your (or your parents) hopes for your new life here? 
Why did you choose to come to this country instead of somewhere else? 
 

file:///C:/Users/Richard%20Hatcher/Documents/Documents%20A/Commonwealth%20Games/Resources/Moving%20Stories:%20From%20Voice%20to%20Action%20-%20Re-imagining%20Migrationhttps:/reimaginingmigration.org/moving-stories-home/
file:///C:/Users/Richard%20Hatcher/Documents/Documents%20A/Commonwealth%20Games/Resources/Moving%20Stories:%20From%20Voice%20to%20Action%20-%20Re-imagining%20Migrationhttps:/reimaginingmigration.org/moving-stories-home/
https://reimaginingmigration.org/moving-stories-home/
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THE JOURNEY 
Who did you come with and who did you leave behind? Did anyone come ahead of you? 
What was the most difficult part about leaving? 
What was your journey to this new country or community like? 
What was the most difficult part of coming here? 
What was it like when you first arrived? 
What most surprised you? 
What did you miss most about the country you came from? 
Who was most helpful with getting you settled? 
Migration can be hard. Where did you find strength in difficult times? 
How do you think that migration has changed you? 
 
HOPES & REALITIES 
As time has passed, how does your experience compare to what you expected? 
What have been your biggest challenges? 
What have been your greatest sources of joy? 
Overall, how do you think your family is doing after the migration? 
Can you think of times when you have felt unwelcome as an immigrant? What about when you have 
felt welcomed? 
Do you have a story about someone you care about that was deported? 
What is the thing you are proudest of so far and why? 
What are you hoping to accomplish in the future? 
What do you think may get in the way of those dreams? 
What do you think may help your dreams come true? 
In what ways do you think migration has made you a stronger person? 
 
ADVICE 
If someone you knew were planning on coming to this country or community, what would you tell 
them to expect? 
What advice would you give them about whether or not they should come? 
If they decided to come, what advice would you give them about how to make the best of their 
experience? 
What do you wish more people knew about immigrants or others that are new to the community? 
What are the 2 or 3 most important things that people could do to make the process of coming to a 
new country or community better? 
Is there anything you would like to add that that has not been asked? 
  
QUESTION SET TWO: 
Use these questions if the interview subject is the child or family member of im/migrants who 
migrated to the country or to a new community. Before conducting the interview, review the 
following with your interviewee to make sure they feel comfortable with the questions and choose 
the most appropriate ones. It might be helpful to give them a few minutes to reflect before 
beginning the interview. 
 
MOTIVATION FOR MIGRATING 
There is a story behind every decision to migrate. What do you know about your family’s story? 
What did your family hope for in their new life here? 
Why did your family choose to come to this country or community instead of somewhere else? 
 
THE JOURNEY 
What members of your family came with you and who was left behind? 
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Did anyone come ahead of your family? 
What was most difficult for your family about leaving? 
What was the journey to this new country (or community) like? 
What was the most difficult for your family about arriving? 
What does the family talk about having most surprising them when they first arrived? 
What does the family talk about having missed most about the country or community they left 
behind? 
Who was most helpful with getting your family settled in? 
Migration can be hard. Where did your family gain strength in difficult times? 
How do you think your family was changed by migration? 
 
HOPE AND REALITIES 
How do you think your family’s experience compares to their expectations? 
What has been your family’s biggest challenges? 
What have been your family’s biggest sources of joy? 
Overall, how do you think your family is doing after the migration? 
Can you think of times when your family has felt unwelcome because they are newcomers? What 
about when they have felt welcomed? 
Do you have a story about someone you care about that was deported? What do you think your 
family is most proud of having accomplished? 
What do you think are your family’s hopes and dreams for the future? 
What do you think may get in the way of your family’s dreams? 
What do you think may help your family’s dreams come true? 
In what ways do you think your family’s migration has made YOU a stronger person? 
 
ADVICE 
If someone you knew were planning on coming to this country or community, what would you tell 
them to expect? 
What advice would you give them about whether or not they should come? 
If they decided to come, what advice would you give them about how to make the best of their 
experience? 
What do you wish more people knew about im/migrants? 
What are the 2 or 3 most important things that people could do to make the process of coming to a 
new country better? 
Is there anything you would like to add that that has not been asked? 
  
QUESTION SET THREE: 
Use these questions if the interview subject’s family members or distant relatives migrated 
generations ago. It is important to recognize that many families have stories of forced migration 
such as descendants of enslaved Africans, American Indian families that were violently driven from 
their lands, those targeted during 20th and 21st-century genocides and ethnic cleansing as well 
people whose ancestors were deported. Before conducting the interview, review the following with 
your interviewee to make sure they feel comfortable with the questions and choose the most 
appropriate ones. It might be helpful to give them a few minutes to reflect before beginning the 
interview. 
 
THE MOVING STORY 
What is your family’s story about coming to this country and community? 
Where did they come from and where did they first settle? Why? 
Was the decision to come theirs or someone else’s? 
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Did your family stay in one place or have they moved around? How did they come to live where they 
are now? 
 
THE JOURNEY 
Has your family shared stories about the most difficult part of their journey? 
What have you heard about what they missed most? 
What do you know about your family name—like its history, origins, or changes? 
What traditions from your family’s country—like celebrations, foods, or songs—do you still enjoy? 
Do you have family heirlooms, scrapbooks, or mementos that tell your families’ moving story? 
 
HOPES & REALITIES 
What were your relative(s)’ dreams in coming here? How did those dreams compare with reality? 
What people or events helped, or got in the way, of achieving those dreams? 
Did your family ever feel unwelcome because they were newcomers, outsiders, or because of their 
identities? 
Were there people or communities that made them feel welcomed? 
How would things be different for your family if they hadn’t migrated? 
Do you have a story about someone you know or care about who was deported? 
 
REFLECTION 
Have you ever considered tracing your roots or going back to your family’s homeland or home 
community? 
Do you see connections between your family story and that of today’s im/migrants? 
Is there anything you would like to add that that has not been asked? 
 

 

Activities to try out 
https://www.birminghammuseums.org.uk/school_resources/birmingham-s-windrush-
generation?fbclid=IwAR13weR4cU7aCgdwbV2IpsdbW_eeK0fc-IyTEAYxnggvp-2rp-xIWGWe9mI 
 
For the little ones 
Imagine you are going to leave your home to live in a different country, what would you pack in your 
suitcase? 
Grab an old suitcase and different objects like a teddy bear, toothbrush, jumper etc. and get the 
children to pack it. If some things don’t fit talk about what it might feel like to have to leave those 
things behind. 
 
Kids 
Write a letter home; imagine you have travelled to the new country you are going to live in. Can you 
write a letter to your family or friends back home describing what life was like? Listen to the story of 
Esme Lancaster CD2 Track 4 for inspiration. https://dams.birminghammuseums.org.uk/asset-
bank/action/browseItems?categoryId=1971&categoryTypeId=2 
Use role play to imagine what life was like for those arriving in England. Can you act out the feelings 
of, excitement, fear, uncertainty, and wonder? 
As a class, discuss all the countries that you have visited, lived in or where your family members 
lived. Mark the countries on a map: what other places would you like to visit? 
 
Young Adults 
An Oral History is, principally, a recorded interview. Can you interview a member of your family 
about their life? Come up with a series of simple questions such as- Where were you born? What 
was school like for you? Where was your first job? 

https://www.birminghammuseums.org.uk/school_resources/birmingham-s-windrush-generation?fbclid=IwAR13weR4cU7aCgdwbV2IpsdbW_eeK0fc-IyTEAYxnggvp-2rp-xIWGWe9mI
https://www.birminghammuseums.org.uk/school_resources/birmingham-s-windrush-generation?fbclid=IwAR13weR4cU7aCgdwbV2IpsdbW_eeK0fc-IyTEAYxnggvp-2rp-xIWGWe9mI
https://dams.birminghammuseums.org.uk/asset-bank/action/browseItems?categoryId=1971&categoryTypeId=2
https://dams.birminghammuseums.org.uk/asset-bank/action/browseItems?categoryId=1971&categoryTypeId=2
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 If you have the equipment, you could record the interview or simply write down their answers. Ask 
for a photo to go with your recording. 
 

 

Oral history 
Jagwant Johal 
https://www.facebook.com/Indian-Workers-Association-Great-Britain-131847150499924/ 
 
I would like to encourage you to record the experiences with elders in your own families and 
communities, as a means of passing these onto your families, between communities and 
generations. Keep it simple and involve our young people in engaging with our older communities, 
as they will be better with the tech than us, and especially during this strange time when we need to 
ensure the wellbeing of our elders through regular engagement with them, be it through 
technological means. Here are some resources that may assist you in doing so.  
 
General Principles for Oral History 
Best Practices for Oral History 
https://www.oralhistory.org/.../OHA_principles_standards.pdf 
 
Heritage Lottery Fund Oral History Good-practice guidance 
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/.../oral_history_good... 
 
British Library Oral History 
https://www.bl.uk/collection-guides/oral-history 
 

 

The History of Asian Youth Culture 
Exploring the heritage and history of young British Asians in Birmingham 
https://asianyouthculture.co.uk/ 
 
Oral histories 
Videos 
 

 

Case Study: Caribbean Family History 
Kathy Chater 
April 2011 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/familyhistory/get_started/caribbean_01.shtml 
 
Introduction 
Researching your family history if you're of African Caribbean descent presents some interesting 
challenges - and there are many resources that can help you. 
From very early in our history, there were people of African descent in Britain. Some arrived as part 
of the Roman army after 55 BC. Others came at the time of the Tudor kings and queens in the 16th 
century. 
The most recent wave of immigrants started to arrive in Britain a few years after World War Two. 
Later they came through trading links with Africa, America and the Caribbean Islands - often, 
especially in the 18th century, as slaves, but also as seamen, students and missionaries. The most 
recent wave of immigrants started to arrive in Britain a few years after World War Two - in response 

https://www.facebook.com/Indian-Workers-Association-Great-Britain-131847150499924/
https://www.oralhistory.org/.../OHA_principles_standards.pdf
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.heritagefund.org.uk%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fmedia%2Fguidance%2Foral_history_good_practice_guidance.pdf%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3P0CuUuRNomxtiFU-Qqd6hw7y24yDqkQOy3ng9eQo1qaPPBatQitx7DzY&h=AT0UOEJhJJavABkP5mw5UKolKGfk29L33Q-9ns10J9Vy4dEq6W6egg04eyYIbSzl2A9u2_ZSaLWHszMiIj1X1w9Q9le1mysgD_cSvHyVfodrtY67fVH7s0JDtB6meNC_fw&__tn__=-UK-y-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3Cxy-4bA_3h3qfm-TDgwnJQlneFCtLryvRGpezvrnJId5ERioYlWZfwDr86fQwCId6HEhB4oLifz_4KHV-lNbLwBRRrAKprV-CRA7puYk--FnfAhUS_x0vSOojmpM3CjJ9Ul13s2F4t2V2t8FIeR7DYT5k6xGcrFzfu53LGI_Mrpfiu8XUnFbMqskNkNuuLVnELK0
https://www.bl.uk/collection-guides/oral-history
https://asianyouthculture.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/familyhistory/get_started/caribbean_01.shtml
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to the British government's plea to its colonies to send workers to help with post-war 
reconstruction. 
It is with these starting-off points in mind that you will probably want to begin your research. First 
read Wayne Younge's story to get a flavour of where your quest might take you - then follow on for 
more about the history of British people of African descent, and information to help you look for the 
records that relate to your own family members. 
You should be able to find out a lot via the internet links given in 'Find out more' at the end of this 
article, and some of the British sources listed, before you need to approach Caribbean record offices. 

Wayne Younge's story 
"Growing up in England, there was always the knowledge that I'm descended from slaves. That alone 
was an exciting thing for an impressionable teenager to think about, but my interest in genealogy 
didn't start until my mother died. Then I realised that there was a lot about my mother's life before I 
was born that I had no idea about. Like most people, I knew a little about my grandparents - but 
before that my knowledge petered out. 
"A trip to Barbados in 1997 was to provide some of the answers I was looking for. But first, I spent 
many happy hours trawling the internet for information, and I used my new knowledge to quiz 
family members about our family history. I used newsgroups to post enquiries for specific people, 
and a package called 'Brother's Keeper' to chart my findings. 
"I also quizzed my grandmother to get as much information as I could. I came away with a group of 
names and possible birth dates, and armed with all this information I arrived well prepared at the 
Department of Archives office, St Michael, near Bridgetown. 
"There was something truly wonderful about leafing through records written over 100 years before, 
although I found a few problems. In Barbados in the 19th century a person was not routinely known 
by their first name. Parents were often either not married or were married only after the birth of a 
child. 
"Generally, my ancestors were labourers or agricultural workers - though according to Gran we are 
also descended from a Caribbean pirate called Sam Hall. (I haven't been able to prove this yet.) It 
took me a couple of days of time-consuming and patient checking of the records to get one line of 
my family going back to 1832, and many others to the back end of the 19th century. 
"Recently, after my grandfather died, my uncle mailed to say he'd found that one of my ancestors 
was the son of the Attorney General and Chief Justice of Barbados. This was exciting news - there's 
data going back from him to the early 1700s. This is another link I'm still trying to prove." 
 
Most of those who settled in Britain in the later 20th century came after 1948, when the Empire 
Windrush, and other ships, brought people from the West Indies to help with the post-war 
reconstruction of the UK. Ships’ incoming passenger lists up to 1960 are available online 
at ancestry.com, [https://www.ancestry.co.uk/] with the originals at The National Archives. Those 
who came by plane or who came only from ports within Europe are not usually recorded. 
 

 

Everybody's story matters 
Oral History Society 
https://www.ohs.org.uk/for-schools-main-page/ 
 
Why oral history? Planning your project. What equipment? What will it cost? Be legal and ethical. 
Useful resources. Some inspiring ideas. Useful audio clips. 
The Oral History Society's Blog: Sharing Stories 
Welcome to the Oral History Society’s blog. Here we share stories and updates from oral history 
projects all over the United Kingdom – from community projects to student research and museum 
curation. 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
https://www.ohs.org.uk/for-schools-main-page/
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Migrant Stories 
 

 
Migration Museum 

Migration Museum 

https://www.migrationmuseum.org 
 
The Migration Museum explores how the movement of people to and from Britain across the ages 
has made us who we are – as individuals and as a nation. 
The Migration Museum is based in Lewisham Shopping Centre. 
 
Explore our online resources, including our Heart of the Nation: Migration and the Making of the 
NHS exhibition 
https://www.migrationmuseum.org/explore-our-online-resources/ 
 
We have created a free, in-depth digital education resource pack shining a spotlight on 400 years of 
British emigration, designed with input from teachers and AQA’s History subject advisor.  This 
resource pack will be helpful to any student studying the impact of emigration from Britain; both on 
the countries people emigrated to, and on Britain itself. Read more: 
https://www.migrationmuseum.org/migration-museum-launches-departures-understanding-
emigration-education-resource-pack/ 

100 Images of Migration is the exhibition with which we launched the Migration Museum Project in 

2013. The product of a competition run with the Guardian newspaper, it’s a collection of images by 

professional and amateur photographers that tell a compelling story about what migration means to 

people across the UK. Click here to explore our online gallery of 100 Images of Migration : 

https://www.migrationmuseum.org/100imagesgallery/ 

Read more about the exhibition 

Keepsakes is a display of personal items that keep memories of migration and identity alive. These 

items and objects are either those that one generation has handed down to the next, or those that 

individuals keep as a reminder of a home, a country or a culture they have left behind or as some 

part of a past experience that they want to hold close to them. Click here to explore our online 

gallery of Keepsakes  https://www.migrationmuseum.org/keepsakes-gallery/ 

 

Our blog archive includes interviews with artists and contributors, posts by our team exploring some 

of the themes we explore in more detail, and guest posts shedding light on British migration history. 

Click here to browse our blog archive : https://www.migrationmuseum.org/category/blog/ 

Audio, video and publications 

 
From our Migrants Mean Business podcast series of conversations with business leaders to our 
annual lectures, as well as videos and audio clips from our exhibitions and reports and publications 
we have written and contributed to, we have a wide range of audio, video and publications for you 
to watch, listen to and read. 

Click here to browse our audio, video and publications : 

https://www.migrationmuseum.org/outputs/ 

file:///C:/Users/Richard%20Hatcher/Documents/Documents%20A/Commonwealth%20Games/RH%20teaching%20resources/SHORT/Migration%20Museumhttps:/www.migrationmuseum.org
file:///C:/Users/Richard%20Hatcher/Documents/Documents%20A/Commonwealth%20Games/RH%20teaching%20resources/SHORT/Migration%20Museumhttps:/www.migrationmuseum.org
file:///C:/Users/Richard%20Hatcher/Documents/Documents%20A/Commonwealth%20Games/RH%20teaching%20resources/SHORT/Migration%20Museumhttps:/www.migrationmuseum.org
file:///C:/Users/Richard%20Hatcher/Documents/Documents%20A/Commonwealth%20Games/RH%20teaching%20resources/SHORT/Migration%20Museumhttps:/www.migrationmuseum.org
https://www.migrationmuseum.org/explore-our-online-resources/
https://www.migrationmuseum.org/explore-our-online-resources/
https://www.migrationmuseum.org/explore-our-online-resources/
https://www.migrationmuseum.org/migration-museum-launches-departures-understanding-emigration-education-resource-pack/
https://www.migrationmuseum.org/migration-museum-launches-departures-understanding-emigration-education-resource-pack/
https://www.migrationmuseum.org/migration-museum-launches-departures-understanding-emigration-education-resource-pack/
http://www.migrationmuseum.org/100imagesgallery/
https://www.migrationmuseum.org/100imagesgallery/
https://www.migrationmuseum.org/exhibition/100-images-of-migration/
https://www.migrationmuseum.org/keepsakes-gallery/
https://www.migrationmuseum.org/keepsakes-gallery/
https://www.migrationmuseum.org/keepsakes-gallery/
https://www.migrationmuseum.org/category/blog/
https://www.migrationmuseum.org/outputs/
https://www.migrationmuseum.org/outputs/
https://www.migrationmuseum.org/outputs/
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Education resources 

Looking for relevant, engaging learning resources on migration and ethnic diversity for your kids or 

students? Our searchable resource bank features some of the best resources on these themes, 

hand-picked by our learning team, broken down by subject, key stage and keywords. 

Click here to browse our education resource bank 

 
Resource bank 
Planning to teach a lesson or unit on migration, immigration, emigration, multiculturalism or cultural 
diversity? Looking for good resources to support you? Short on time? Overwhelmed by the amount 
available out there and reluctant to start from scratch? We are here to help! We have searched 
widely and selected some of the best resources and useful websites on these themes.  
Go to the Migration Museum website and click on these search boxes to locate the right resource for 
you and your pupils: 

Roots 
Beyond Banglatown 
Departures: Understanding Emigration 
Where are you from? 
Talking About Race 
Discovering and Documenting England’s Lost Jews 
Family Tree Activity 
Mathematics by Hollie McNish 
Child Migrant Stories 
Exodus: Our Journey to Europe 
Teachers’ Guide – Visiting the Migration Museum 2020 
Migration Museum Project scheme of work 
Immigration: A 70-year history in two minutes 
GLA London Curriculum-History Unit: World City 
Over Under Sideways Down 
Ahmed Iqbal Ullah Race Relations Centre 
Bangla Stories 
Making Histories: Developing young community historians 
Moroccan Memories in Britain 
Positive Images Toolkit: A resource on migration and development 

 
Here are two examples of the search boxes: 
 
Departures: Understanding Emigration education resource pack 
This free, in-depth resource pack shines a spotlight on 400 years of British emigration – one of the 
largest movements of people in modern history, yet a history that is often overlooked.   
Who are the many millions who have departed these shores and why did they go? Can exploring 
their motivations help us better understand the motivations of people who arrive? What impact has 
this mass movement had on the world – and on Britain? Our resource pack features stories spanning 
four centuries – from Mayflower Pilgrims to Welsh emigrants to South America, Child migration 
schemes to the Windrush scandal. 
This resource pack will be helpful to any student studying the impact of emigration from Britain; 
both on the countries people emigrated to, and on Britain itself. However, the resource pack is 
designed specifically for Key Stage 4 students studying GCSE History: AQA’s ‘Migration, Empires and 
the Peoples’ unit. The pack has been designed with input from AQA teachers and the board’s History 
subject advisor. 
Click here to download and view the resource pack 

https://www.migrationmuseum.org/resource-bank/
https://www.migrationmuseum.org/resource-bank/
https://www.migrationmuseum.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Departures-Teaching-Resource_RW_compressed.pdf
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https://www.migrationmuseum.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Departures-Teaching-
Resource_RW_compressed.pdf 
 
Teachers are also finding our Departures  podcast really helpful for subject knowledge. Each episode 
explores emigration themes with input from academics, family historians, people with personal 
connections to the historical moments being explored and more. You can browse and listen to all 
episodes here  or by searching for ‘Departures: 400 Years of Emigration from Britain’ wherever you 
get your podcasts. 
https://www.migrationmuseum.org/departurespodcast/ 
 

 

Special Learning Journey: Stories of Human Migration  
In this curriculum of 4 footsteps, students explore stories of human migration and reflect on their 
own relationship to the topic. 
https://s3.amazonaws.com/outofeden/OOEL_Stories+of+Human+Migration.pdf 
 
Visit this US website for links to lots of resources including videos 
 
FOOTSTEP 1: Our Own Stories of Migration  
This is in ‘Researching Family Histories’ 
 
FOOTSTEP 2: Everyday Borders  
 
FOOTSTEP 3: Migration in the Media 
https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_ngozi_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story?language=e
n 
 
Our lives, our cultures, are composed of many overlapping stories. Novelist Chimamanda Adichie tells the 
story of how she found her authentic cultural voice -- and warns that if we hear only a single story about 
another person or country, we risk a critical misunderstanding. 
 
FOOTSTEP 4: Collecting Our Thoughts on Migration 
The Uprooted 
War, sectarian violence, and famine have forced more than 50 million people from their homes—the 
largest number of displaced people since World War II. 
Consider how this learning journey has given you new insights into your connection to human 
migration. For example, you might think about the following: 
○ “This is how migration helps explain why I am living this particular life” 
○ “This is why I have these cultural practices, values, or beliefs” 
○ “This is why a group I belong to is living this kind of life” 
○ “This is why society is the way it is” 
○ “This is how migration connects to my identities, the identities of my community, and/or the 
identities of my generation” 
○ “This is what I appreciate about the stories of migration I have heard” 
○ “This is what I think is right or wrong about what happened in the past or is happening today with 
migration” 
 
You might also want to consider sharing: 

● New things you learned about migration 
● Similarities and differences across migration stories, and why those similarities and 
differences exist 

https://www.migrationmuseum.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Departures-Teaching-Resource_RW_compressed.pdf
https://www.migrationmuseum.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Departures-Teaching-Resource_RW_compressed.pdf
https://www.migrationmuseum.org/departurespodcast/
https://www.migrationmuseum.org/departurespodcast/
https://www.migrationmuseum.org/departurespodcast/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/outofeden/OOEL_Stories+of+Human+Migration.pdf
https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_ngozi_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_ngozi_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story?language=en
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● Things you learned about how the media helps shape your own and other people’s 
perspectives 
● Things you are doing differently or would like to do differently 
● Things you’d like to learn more about 

 
Additional Resources 
Visit the website for links to lots of resources including videos 
 
Tools: Digital Toolbox, Centre for Oral History and Digital Storytelling 
Stories: Migrant Child Storytelling 
Youth Paintings: The Migration Series, Jacob Lawrence 
Stories: i am a migrant, International Organization for Migration 
Out of Eden Learn | learn.outofedenwalk.com | Stories of Human Migration 
Poetry Scramble: The Migration Series 
Poetry Scramble, Jacob Lawrence 
Interactive Map: “Track human migration since the beginning of our existence” 
Project: Mapping Memories: Experiences of Refugee Youth 
Photo Essay: Crossing Borders, Global Oneness Project 
Out of Eden Learn | learn.outofedenwalk.com | Stories of Human Migration 
Gallery Walk: On the Theme of Migration, Tate Museum 
Out of Eden Learn | learn.outofedenwalk.com | Stories of Human Migration 
 
WATCH 
Video: A Family Divided, Pulitzer Center 
Video: A day in the life of Palestinian refugee Jamila Jad, Global Lives Project 
Video: Nobody is Ever Just a Refugee, Chimamanda Adichie’s speech on the global migrant crisis 
Video Trailer: Traverse, Migration Dance Film Project 

 
 

Oral History Society 
Everybody's story matters 
https://www.ohs.org.uk/for-schools-main-page/ 
 
Why oral history? Planning your project. What equipment? What will it cost? Be legal and ethical’ 
Useful resources. Some inspiring ideas. Useful audio clips. 
The Oral History Society's Blog: Sharing Stories 
Welcome to the Oral History Society’s blog. Here we share stories and updates from oral history 
projects all over the United Kingdom – from community projects to student research and museum 
curation. 
 
Migration Stories 
Short audio extracts 
https://www.ohs.org.uk/for-schools-audio-examples/ 
 
Dan - life in the UK after arriving on Windrush 
Dan was one of the first immigrants from the Carribbean who came on a ship called the Empire 
Windrush to work in the UK in 1948. He remembers English people running away from him because 
they were unused to seeing black people. 
 
Sultan - job as a postman after arriving from Pakistan 

https://www.ohs.org.uk/for-schools-main-page/
https://www.ohs.org.uk/for-schools-audio-examples/
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Sultan came to the UK from Pakistan in 1960 and experienced a lot of racist abuse when he worked 
as a bus conductor and driver, but when he became a postman in the same area he was treated 
completely differently. 
 
Jossett - behaviour in the UK compared with Jamaica 
Jossett came to the UK from Jamaica in 1966 and was horrified when she saw British people eating 
fish and chips out of newspaper and kissing in the street! 
 
Angham Abdullah 
Talking through windows: interviewing Syrian refugees in a pandemic 
 

 

Moving Here 
The National Archives 
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ukgwa/+/http://www.movinghere.org.uk/galleries/histo
ries/intro/intro.htm 
 
People have been coming to Britain from other countries for thousands of years. Some have stayed 
for only a short while, going back home or moving on. Others have made homes here. Those that 
settle are called immigrants. 
 
The history of migration into Britain is like a tapestry that tells a rich and exciting story, with 
interwoven threads of bright, contrasting, sometimes clashing colours. 
This story is not without hardship. There have often been difficult journeys to get here, leaving 
family and friends behind. Some of those who have settled come as refugees, driven from their 
homes by natural disasters, persecution or war. From time to time they may have encountered 
prejudice and discrimination but have gone on to settle and establish communities. 
 
Moving Here explains and illustrates the incredible story of migration, past and present. Find out 
about Caribbean, Irish, Jewish and South Asian communities coming to England over the last 200 
years. Explore the experience of migration as told through pictures, text and personal stories on this 
website. Wander through The Gallery of 1,000 fantastic images selected from the 150,000 on the 
site.  
 
Early Days 
Medieval times 
Trade Expansions 
Growth of Industry 
World Wars and Global Movement 
A Place of Refuge 
Recent Refugees 
The Place in our Lives of Those who have Moved Here 
 
Caribbean Migration Histories Timeline 
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ukgwa/+/http://www.movinghere.org.uk/galleries/histo
ries/caribbean/caribbean_timeline.htm 
 
Irish Migration Histories Timeline 
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ukgwa/+/http://www.movinghere.org.uk/galleries/histo
ries/irish/irish_timeline.htm 
 

https://www.ohs.org.uk/regions/wales/talking-through-windows/
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ukgwa/+/http:/www.movinghere.org.uk/galleries/histories/intro/intro.htm
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ukgwa/+/http:/www.movinghere.org.uk/galleries/histories/intro/intro.htm
http://www.movinghere.org.uk/galleries/histories/caribbean/caribbean.htm
http://www.movinghere.org.uk/galleries/histories/irish/irish.htm
http://www.movinghere.org.uk/galleries/histories/jewish/jewish.htm
http://www.movinghere.org.uk/galleries/histories/asian/asian.htm
http://www.movinghere.org.uk/stories/default.asp
http://www.movinghere.org.uk/galleries/gallery/default.asp
http://www.movinghere.org.uk/galleries/histories/intro/intro2.htm#early_days
http://www.movinghere.org.uk/galleries/histories/intro/intro2.htm#times
http://www.movinghere.org.uk/galleries/histories/intro/intro2.htm#trade
http://www.movinghere.org.uk/galleries/histories/intro/intro2.htm#growth
http://www.movinghere.org.uk/galleries/histories/intro/intro2.htm#global_movement
http://www.movinghere.org.uk/galleries/histories/intro/intro2.htm#refuge
http://www.movinghere.org.uk/galleries/histories/intro/intro2.htm#recent_refugees
http://www.movinghere.org.uk/galleries/histories/intro/intro2.htm#lives
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ukgwa/+/http:/www.movinghere.org.uk/galleries/histories/caribbean/caribbean_timeline.htm
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ukgwa/+/http:/www.movinghere.org.uk/galleries/histories/caribbean/caribbean_timeline.htm
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ukgwa/+/http:/www.movinghere.org.uk/galleries/histories/irish/irish_timeline.htm
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ukgwa/+/http:/www.movinghere.org.uk/galleries/histories/irish/irish_timeline.htm
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Jewish Migration Histories Timeline 
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ukgwa/+/http://www.movinghere.org.uk/galleries/histo
ries/jewish/jewish_timeline.htm 
 
South Asian Migration Histories Timeline 
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ukgwa/+/http://www.movinghere.org.uk/galleries/histo
ries/asian/asian_timeline.htm 
 

 

Migration 
https://www.striking-women.org/module/migration/history-migration 
 
Introduction 
In studying this module 'Migration', students will: 

• Understand the history of international migration from the 17th century to the present 

• Understand migration by using four analytical approaches to explore the reasons why people 
migrate 

• Understand migration through a range of case studies related to migration in the contemporary 
world. 

 
A history of migration 
People often think of migration as a recent phenomenon. However, migration has been a feature of 
human existence for centuries. Humans have always migrated in groups and as individuals to seek 
freedom from war and conflict, to escape hunger and poverty, to find new economic opportunities 
and employment, to flee from religious intolerance or political repression, or even to trade and to 
travel to new places. 
 

Migration within Europe, Africa and Asia (17th century onwards) 
Permanent settlement in the colonies (1500s to mid 19th century) 
Slavery (1550 to the end of the 18th century) 
Indentured labour (1834-1917) 
Migration to the New World (1800s-1930) 
Post WWII migration (late 1940s to 1960s) 
Post 1970s migration 

 
Types of migrants 
This section looks at the main categories of migrants and the types of migration in the contemporary 
world. Migrants tend to move across different categories as their circumstances and that of their 
home countries change. 
 
Economic migrants 
Case studies: 
 
Burmese: Mu Mu Han 
Mu Mu Han is 22 years old and came to Thailand from Burma 5 years ago to support her family. She 
works in a factory knitting sweaters in Mae Sot, a town on the border between Burma and Thailand. 
 
Irish: Graham Norton 
Graham Norton, a well known chat-show host and comic presenter was born in a suburb of Dublin in 
1963, and grew up in Bandon, County Cork, in a Protestant family in a Catholic district. 
 

https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ukgwa/+/http:/www.movinghere.org.uk/galleries/histories/jewish/jewish_timeline.htm
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ukgwa/+/http:/www.movinghere.org.uk/galleries/histories/jewish/jewish_timeline.htm
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ukgwa/+/http:/www.movinghere.org.uk/galleries/histories/asian/asian_timeline.htm
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ukgwa/+/http:/www.movinghere.org.uk/galleries/histories/asian/asian_timeline.htm
https://www.striking-women.org/module/migration/history-migration
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Background note on Irish migration to the UK 
Irish migration to the UK goes back many centuries. Over the last three centuries, the most 
significant phase of Irish migration to the UK was during the potato famine of the mid 19th century. 
The next period of immigration to the UK was in the 1930s, when poor economic conditions at home 
made many Irish seek better opportunities in the UK. During the labour shortages following WWII, 
Irish workers were actively recruited to the construction industry. The 1980s saw another distinct 
phase of Irish migration to the UK. 
 
Polish: Adam 
Adam, 54, came to the UK from Poland during the winter of 2006. He had lost his job and 
accumulated debts, and he thought that a job in the UK would give him the means to provide for his 
family in Poland.  
 
Political Migrants 
Many people are forced to migrate because of a war, civil war or state policies which discriminate 
against particular categories of its citizens or the political opponents of those in power. These people 
are unable to return home because they have well founded fears of being persecuted and are 
unlikely to receive any protection from their government. 
Case studies 
 
Afghani: Farid Ahmad   
Farid Ahmad was a 16-year-old student at Villiers High School in Southall, West London, UK when he 
told his story in 2001 as part of a school project which gave refugee children a chance to get 
together to talk about their experiences. 
Adapted from: BBC News (2001) A refugee’s story. 18 October 2001. Available at: 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/education/1607320.stm 
 
Sri Lankan: Mathangi "Maya" Arulpragasam 
Maya (also known as MIA) was born in London to Tamil Sri Lankan parents. When she was 6 months 
old, her family moved to Jaffna, a town in Northern Sri Lanka and settled there. Her father became a 
political activist and set up a group to address the discrimination against Tamils, but was forced to go 
into hiding from the Sri Lankan army. 
 
Slovakian: Kamila 
Kamila came to England from Slovakia in 2003. She remembers: “I was 14 years old and came here 
with my parents. My mum, she is from the Roma community but my dad is not. The Roma 
community are quite close, like my grandmother, my mum, my aunties, my cousins and uncles, were 
already living here. My mum felt the need for us to have education so that is why she decided it 
would be better for us to be here.” 
 

 

Migration and Settlement in Late 20th Century Birmingham 
Sarah Dar 
http://www.connectinghistories.org.uk/learning/migration-settlement/late-20th-century-
birmingham/ 
 
Birmingham has a long history of migration and settlement. Centuries before the docking of the 
Empire Windrush people came to the 'city of one thousand trades' for many reasons and from many 
parts of the world. Larger numbers of migrants came during the 1950s - 70s from the former 
Commonwealth, Ireland and China and this significant movement of people was to change the 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/education/1607320.stm
http://www.connectinghistories.org.uk/learning/migration-settlement/late-20th-century-birmingham/
http://www.connectinghistories.org.uk/learning/migration-settlement/late-20th-century-birmingham/
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landscape of the city forever. Today, the city continues to offer a home to people from many 
different backgrounds who, due to either choice or necessity, have made their way to Birmingham. 
 
In these pages we will look at the journeys that migrants have undertaken during the post-war 
period and the various structures they have established in order to settle and make Birmingham the 
place they call home. In tracing these journeys it is important to consider how newcomers have been 
received by local people and institutions, and the way in which migrants have responded to the 
inequities of the situations they have been faced with. The subject of migration requires us to think 
not only about people who have made national or international journeys to cities like Birmingham 
but also the very nature of life in Birmingham. The city, as well as being in a state of constant change 
as a global city, is also home to a population that moves and a home to those without a 'home.' 
 
Various archival sources can help us trace these many journeys and stories. Not only do these 
sources show us how communities and identities have developed since the 1950s but they also 
provoke ideas about both the representation of migrant communities and our enduring history. 
Archives, in particular the oral history and photographic archives, provide evidence about the past 
which can be used to challenge the way people have been portrayed by the media, 'official' reports 
and the history books. Archives thus provide an opportunity for people to claim back the power to 
represent themselves. Many of the stories that are told in these pages are stories which have been 
silent for many years. They are stories told in the words and images of those who have themselves 
experienced the long (or not so long) journey to Britain and they form part of the city's living history 
to which many of its present citizens are closely connected. Uncovering this history can help us 
understand the city's unique identity and what it means to be a 'Brummie' in the 21st century. 
 
Read on and you will find out how people who have migrated to the city have carved out a place for 
themselves and 'found their voice' in Birmingham. 
 

 

Ireland in Brum 
The Irish Experience - oral history project 
Ireland in Brum 
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/50165/birmingham_connection/1725/the_irish_experience_-
_oral_history_project 
[12 interview transcripts] 
 
In the autumn of 2000, Library Services at Home (LSAH) began work on this project as part of our 
ongoing oral history work. We decided to interview some of the service's Irish readers about their 
experiences of growing up in Ireland and coming over to England, and particularly to Birmingham. 
 

 

A difficult life - Coming of the Irish 
https://historywm.com/direct/hwm-carl-chinn-the-irish-final-mp3-16lufs-2dbtp-32172.mp3 
Podcast 30mins 
 
From the 1820s onwards the Irish have come to the region in search of work. This flow of migrants 
has ebbed and flowed but throughout they have played a significant part in the development of the 
West Midlands. 
 
In the beginning the lives of Irish migrants in Wolverhampton and Birmingham was hard. The slums 
in which they lived were often some of the poorest. But today we recognise that their work in fields, 

https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/50165/birmingham_connection/1725/the_irish_experience_-_oral_history_project
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/50165/birmingham_connection/1725/the_irish_experience_-_oral_history_project
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/50165/birmingham_connection/1725/the_irish_experience_-_oral_history_project
https://historywm.com/direct/hwm-carl-chinn-the-irish-final-mp3-16lufs-2dbtp-32172.mp3
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factories and foundries provide the sweats and muscle on which the industrial might of the Black 
Country was built. 
 
Then again after the Second World War Irish voices were prominent on the major construction sites 
of the region as the housing, roads and hospitals were rebuilt. 
 
Social historian and broadcaster, Professor Carl Chinn examines how the Irish came to the West 
Midlands. 
 

 
Six real life stories of migration  
Personal Stories For Older Children 
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2014/jul/09/six-real-life-stories-of-migration 
 
Five people tell us why they emigrated to the UK and one British-born citizen tells us why he may 
have to leave 

• "I have had the most incredible journey of escape". Anonymous, 47, moved from Istanbul to 
Birmingham, via Paris. 

• "The most difficult thing about Britain has been the sexism". Gillian, 35, moved from Quebec, 
Canada to Surrey 

• "I don't have the right to choose who I love". Charles Brophy, 23, living in Liverpool with his 
Malaysian partner 

• "I am afraid for my safety in this country because of my national origin". Alexa123, moved from 
Romania to the UK 

• "The government can barely do more to make the lives of legal migrants in Britain more 
difficult". Jonathan Abourbih, 35, moved from Ontario, Canada to Scotland 

• "I've stopped thinking of myself as an immigrant". Tom Burkard, 70, moved from Michigan in the 
USA to Norwich. 

 

 

Our Shared Cultural Heritage 
Manchester Museum 
https://sharedculturalheritage.wordpress.com/ 
 
Our Shared Cultural Heritage (OSCH) seeks to test and evaluate new models for engaging young 
people from the South Asian diaspora and their peers with heritage. The project is coordinated by Dr 
Sadia Habib who supports young people in experimenting, creating and leading on activities and 
events that are relevant and useful to their lives, identities and communities, and that explore the 
shared histories and cultures of the UK and South Asia. 
 
A Very British Immigration Story 
Ciara Garcha 
https://sharedculturalheritage.wordpress.com/2020/08/11/a-very-british-immigration-story/ 
 
I have always desperately wanted to ask my grandparents so many questions, drawing on the things 
that they, personally, have held onto, in order to paste our family history together. I’ve been eager 
to hear their memories of India and the choices they made which brought them to the UK. I’ve long 
wanted to explore their experiences as South Asian immigrants coming to the UK and what obstacles 
they faced. 
 

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2014/jul/09/six-real-life-stories-of-migration
https://sharedculturalheritage.wordpress.com/
https://sharedculturalheritage.wordpress.com/2020/08/11/a-very-british-immigration-story/
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Being of Mixed Indian Heritage and Reframing the Identity Crisis 
Hannah Rustomjee, March 31, 2021 
https://sharedculturalheritage.wordpress.com/category/global-diaspora/ 
 
As someone with mixed Indian heritage, and growing up in a country outside of the ones my parents 
were born in, I would say that my family forms the definition of my community. In the Cambridge 
dictionary, this is described as people living in a particular area, or people who are considered as a 
unit because of their common interests, social group or nationality.  When I reflect on my own 
“identity crisis” I cannot  help thinking about my dad, who shares many identities and belongs to 
many communities, as a Parsi (Persian Zoroastrian), an Indian, a South African and as of recently, a 
British citizen. 
 
Book Review of Amrit Wilson's Finding A Voice: Asian Women in Britain 
Fatima Rajina 
https://sharedculturalheritage.wordpress.com/2021/02/17/book-review-of-amrit-wilsons-finding-a-
voice-asian-women-in-britain/ 
 
While I was reading the book, I realised that so little has changed for South Asian women in the UK. 
The structural subjugation and denigration of South Asian women continue; it’s just that they are 
manifested in different ways. While the taxonomy of ‘race’ is ever precarious in categorising people 
and the goalposts changing, South Asian women have been forged in different ways in the 
contemporary imagination, primarily through religious affiliations. 
In this thoroughly detailed book, Amrit Wilson intricately narrates South Asian women’s stories and 
their encounters with the British state’s violence. How so many of these women were failed, both 
locally and nationally, from universities to hospitals to, at times, by their own community. 
 

 

Outsiders welcome? UK migrants share their stories 
CNN 
https://edition.cnn.com/2015/05/05/europe/gallery/uk-immigration/index.html 
 
6 stories, a page each 

• Flavia Kenyon, 40, is the only Romanian criminal barrister in the UK. Growing up during the 
communist regime, she says, compelled her to fight against injustice. 

• Diana Nammi, a former female Peshmerga fighter, had no choice but to rely on untrustworthy 
smugglers to secretly bring her into the UK with her young child to avoid the dangers of living as 
a Kurdish woman in Iran and later, Iraq. 

• Born in Kirkuk, northern Iraq, Ahmed Khudhur, now 28, and his family fled his country for Jordan 
in 2006 due to sectarian conflict. Although he had already begun university, the unrest was 
unbearable. 

• Emi Gal, 29, from Romania has been an entrepreneur all his working life. 

• On August 6, 1972, Idi Amin, President and brutal dictator of Uganda, announced that all people 
of Asian descent had 90 days to leave their homes in Uganda. Permanently. For Ugandan Indian 
Dhiraj Kataria, now 67, it wasn't his first encounter with Amin: he was imprisoned in November 
1971 along with 35 others in the death wing of the military police headquarters outside 
Kampala, the capital of Kenya. He suffered in horrific conditions and says he was one of only four 
people to survive the ordeal. 

• "I've never felt I'm discriminated because I'm Bulgarian," says Dessi Hristova, 34, who lives and 
works in London. 

 

 

https://sharedculturalheritage.wordpress.com/category/global-diaspora/
https://sharedculturalheritage.wordpress.com/2021/02/17/book-review-of-amrit-wilsons-finding-a-voice-asian-women-in-britain/
https://sharedculturalheritage.wordpress.com/2021/02/17/book-review-of-amrit-wilsons-finding-a-voice-asian-women-in-britain/
https://edition.cnn.com/2015/05/05/europe/gallery/uk-immigration/index.html
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Leigh-Anne Pinnock meets with young people to discuss all things race, 
culture and community   
#BlackHistoryMonth 
https://twitter.com/bbcbitesize/status/1449672311301451776?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcam
p%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Etweet 
Video 4 mins 
 

 

Racism in schools 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0078zl5 
Video 5mins 
 
A young girl gives us an account of how she was the victim of verbal racism and physical bullying in 
her school. She explains what the bullies subjected her to and what action she took. We also hear 
poetry by Benjamin Zephaniah, with the intention of making youngsters see that racism is wrong and 
that inside we are all the same. 
 

 

How an 11-year-old boy is using spoken word to take a stand against racism 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/ztym8hv 
Video 1min17 
 
Kuro wrote this piece last year without possibly knowing about the chain of events that would lead 
to the recent protests around the world - a poem that takes on even more significance in light of 
those events. 
A victim of racism in the past, Kuro decided he wanted to take a stand against the abuse. 
He said: “I’m a young boy who isn’t scared to say my opinion and stick up for what is right.” 
 

 

History in progress; Asian-Birmingham 
Karamat Iqbal 
Booklet: no date but early 2000s 
Short biographies of 20 Indians, Pakistanis and Bangladeshis in Birmingham – 1 to 3 pages 
each. 
 

 

Our Journey to Europe 
BBC 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b07ky6ft 
 
In 2015, we gave cameras to some of the people who smuggled themselves into Europe, to record 
where no-one else can go. The result is a terrifying, intimate, epic portrait of the migration crisis. 
6 programmes – short video clips 

 

 
Birmingham Black Oral History Project 
https://web.archive.org/web/20170727045051/http://www.bbohp.org.uk/ 
https://web.archive.org/web/20190221000049/http://www.bbohp.org.uk/ 

https://twitter.com/bbcbitesize/status/1449672311301451776?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Etweet
https://twitter.com/bbcbitesize/status/1449672311301451776?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Etweet
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0078zl5
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/ztym8hv
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b07ky6ft
https://web.archive.org/web/20170727045051/http:/www.bbohp.org.uk/
https://web.archive.org/web/20190221000049/http:/www.bbohp.org.uk/
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This project, based in Handsworth, was set up in 1990 by a group of organisations and individuals 
concerned to preserve the memories of the older generation of black and Asian migrants to 
Birmingham. 
 
The Land of Money?  
https://web.archive.org/web/20190303141627/http://www.bbohp.org.uk/bbohp-transcripts.pdf 
 

Interviews - audio and transcriptions 

• Departure, arrival and first impressions 

• Housing and work 

• Arrival of wives and children; social gatherings; problems 

• Problems at work; changes; identity; 1992 

 
The interviewees 
These biographical notes were written in 1992. 
Zahoor Ahmed was born in Jullandhar, Panjab, India, in 1935. He first came to Britain in 1960. He 
currently works for the Education Department in Birmingham. 
Ryland Campbell was born in St Thomas, Jamaica, in 1932, and came to Britain in 1956. After 
retirement he began to devote his time to his poetry, which he has performed and published widely. 
Carlton Duncan was born in Kingston, Jamaica, in 1941. He came to Britain in 1961. Whilst at 
university he became a successful dancer, performing in Britain and abroad. He gave up dancing to 
pursue a career in teaching, and became the first black head teacher in Britain. 
Sakiina Haaruun was born in St Catherine, Jamaica, in 1952. She came to Britain in 1966. She 
currently works for the Department of Social Services as a Training Officer dealing with mental 
health and substance abuse. 
Nurul Hoque was born in Sylhet (then in Pakistan, now in Bangladesh) in 1926. He came to Britain in 
1957, and worked as a caster-operator until he retired in 1991. He has for many years worked 
voluntarily with and for the Bangladeshi community in Birmingham. 
Avtar Singh Jouhl was born in Jandiala, Panjab, India, in 1937. He came to Britain in 1958. He has 
been active in the trade union movement since his arrival here. At present he is the General 
Secretary of the Indian Workers' Association (UK), and a national executive member of the National 
Association of Teachers in Further and Higher Education. He lectures at the Trade Union Studies 
Centre, Hall Green College, in Birmingham. 
Saji Kaur was born in Malaysia in 1954, her parents having moved there from India. She came to 
Britain in 1973. She is a teacher, and head of the history department of a Birmingham 
comprehensive school. 
Esme Lancaster was born in Wilmington, Jamaica, in 1917. She came to Britain in 1950, and worked 
as a social worker until her retirement. Since the project recorded her memories, Esme has returned 
to live in Jamaica. 
Badrun Nesa Pasha was born in Mymensinga, Bangladesh, in 1939. She came to Britain in 1963, and 
worked as a social worker for 15 years. She is currently employed as a senior social worker with 
Birmingham Education Department. 
Joan Proctor-Monroe was born in McKenzie, Guyana, in 1934. She came to Britain in 1956, and is 
currently the Afro-Caribbean Project Coordinator for the Aquarius project. 
Frank Scantlebury was born in Barbados in 1931. He came to Britain in 1955, and worked for British 
Rail until his retirement. He is currently studying theology at Birmingham University. 
Ranjit Sondhi was born in Ferozepur, Panjab, India, in 1950, and came to Britain in 1966, to be a 
pupil at Bedford School. He was a founder member of the Asian Resource Centre in Handsworth, and 
is now a lecturer at Westhill College in Birmingham. 
 
Original introduction to The Land of Money? 

https://web.archive.org/web/20190303141627/http:/www.bbohp.org.uk/bbohp-transcripts.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20190216022803/http:/www.bbohp.org.uk/node/42
https://web.archive.org/web/20190216022803/http:/www.bbohp.org.uk/node/43
https://web.archive.org/web/20190216022803/http:/www.bbohp.org.uk/node/44
https://web.archive.org/web/20190216022803/http:/www.bbohp.org.uk/node/45


24 
 

https://web.archive.org/web/20190218162830/http://www.bbohp.org.uk/node/9 
 

Black* people owe their presence in Britain to slavery and colonialism. British "adventurers" were 

engaged in the slave trade even before Britain had acquired its colonies. With financial backing from 

British entrepreneurs, they soon surpassed the Spanish and Portuguese in the slave economy. It is 

estimated that between 1445 and 1870 approximately 40-50 million people were taken from Africa 

through the slave trade. During the same period, the "Jewel of the Crown", India, was discovered 

and subjected to political domination and economic exploitation. Thus the link between Britain, 

Africa, the Caribbean and the Indian sub-continent is centuries old. Nor is the presence of black 

people in Britain a recent phenomenon; it dates back 500 years. In the seventeenth and eighteenth 

centuries, young black people were brought to Britain as slaves and servants, while others came on 

their own initiative. 

Later, black migrants came to live and work in Britain in large numbers as a result of the demand for 

labour in the 1950s and 1960s, responding to invitations by Britain, often through recruitment drives 

in their homelands. They came from diverse backgrounds and possessed a range of experiences and 

skills. Although they shared the experience of colonialism, they were often stranger to each other 

than they were to the "Mother Country". They were largely a rural people, from an agrarian society, 

to whom collective living and the support of the extended family was crucial. Once in Britain, 

urbanisation slowly eroded the migrant family structure. 

In Britain, black migrants were channelled into low-paid unskilled work shunned by the indigenous 

white people. Many of them had to discard their skills or retrain in the face of the only available 

places in the labour market. As recounted in the following pages, they arrived to find a "colour-bar" 

operating, whereby they were not only given the worst jobs but also discriminated against in public 

places and in their quest for housing. Faced by such discrimination, black people turned towards 

themselves, giving support and assistance to each other. Through their hard work, industry and 

resilience they were able to survive. 

Although the original vision of black migrants was to make material gains and return to the 

homeland, few were able to translate this into reality. The following accounts not only reflect the 

diversity of origin of the migrants, but also describe the differences in the migrants' view of Britain, 

their expectations on arrival, their actual experiences, motivations and intentions. Most of all, they 

capture the struggle of black people to establish their communities within the broader canvas of 

British society. 

The aim of the cassettes and publication is to stimulate thought and interest, and to raise questions. 

They do not provide a comprehensive account of the lives of black migrants. For example, they do 

not look at the formation of organisations established by black people to challenge racism and 

discrimination. What they do seek to do is to capture and present a view from within: an account of 

and by the migrants themselves. 

The interviews recorded here were carried out during 1990-1992 by the Birmingham Black Oral 

History Project. 

* In this publication the term "black" is used to refer to people from South Asia, Africa and the 

Caribbean. 

TRANSCRIPTION OF CASSETTE 1 SIDE A Preface  
Avtar Singh Jouhl:  

https://web.archive.org/web/20190218162830/http:/www.bbohp.org.uk/node/9
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My children born in this country, brought up in this country, outside they are migrant. So the whole 
issue, a white person will say, "migrant", "Where you come from?" I tell you the stories, it goes like 
this, "Where you are from?", "Birmingham", and in Bob Purkiss' case, "Winchester", "No, no, no I 
mean where you are from?" "Winchester England" "No, no, no where I mean, I mean where you 
from?" Bob Purkiss used to say, "But I am bloody from England!" and still it is "Oh no, no, no I mean, 
we mean oh West Indies." Like this [laughs] and this is still for the generation after generation it goes 
on "Where you from?" and the other thing that the racist slogans are "Go home!" We say, "Go home 
where?" So these are the issues which carries on and it is perpetuating issues of immigration 
 
TV video-clips 
https://web.archive.org/web/20170728041527/http://www.bbohp.org.uk/node/25 
We know that these clips mostly focus on the negative aspects of black people's lives in Birmingham 
- but that's what interested the TV companies. 

 

Select bibliography 

Across all boundaries - 25 years of Asian Resource Centre in Birmingham (link to PDF version), 

Birmingham Asian Resource Centre, 2003 

A Day in the Life: A Black Heritage Trail of the West Midlands, David Callaghan (author), Barbara 

Willis-Brown (editor), SCAWDI, 2011 

Colonial immigrants in a British city, by John Rex and Sally Tomlinson, Routledge, 1979 

Five Birmingham Poets, by Eric Doumerc, 2006 

From Bangladesh to Birmingham - the history of Bangladeshis in Birmingham, by Yousuf Choudhury 

and Peter Drake, Birmingham Library Services, 2001 

Home Front, photos by Derek Bishton and John Reardon, Jonathan Cape, 1984 

Race, community and conflict: a study of Sparkbrook, by John Rex and Robert Moore, Institute of 

Race Relations, 1967 

Staying Power: The History of Black People in Britain, by Peter Fryer, Pluto Press, 1984 

Talking blues: the black community speaks about its relationship with the police, by Derek Bishton 

and others, AFFOR, 1982 

The divisive decade - a history of Caribbean immigration to Birmingham in the 1950s, by Peter L 

Edmead, Birmingham Library Services. 1999 

 

 

Birmingham Stories – Research Guides 
http://www.connectinghistories.org.uk/birmingham-stories/birmingham-stories-research-guides/ 
 
Migration Stories: The Making of Modern Birmingham 
“The nation is not homogeneous but is, and always has been, plural, fragmented and differentiated” 
 
Birmingham has been called both a ‘workshop of the world’ and a ‘city of migrants’: 
How are migrant stories connected to the making of modern Birmingham? 
What hidden histories of work and labour exit in the city? 
How have migrant communities have been linked to the same area? 
How are migration stories reflected and contained within the archives? 
 
Chapters in this research guide include: 
Introduction: Whose History, Whose Heritage? 
The Emergence of a Jewish Community 
Tracing Irish Histories 
The Early Asian Presence 

https://web.archive.org/web/20170728041527/http:/www.bbohp.org.uk/node/25
https://web.archive.org/web/20170728041404/http:/www.geoffwilkins.net/anniv-book.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20170728041404/http:/www.amazon.co.uk/Day-Life-Black-Heritage-Midlands/dp/0956701019
https://web.archive.org/web/20170728041404/http:/www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/B0021XU7ZW?ie=UTF8&tag=someparadanan-21&linkCode=as2&camp=1634&creative=6738&creativeASIN=B0021XU7ZW
https://web.archive.org/web/20170728041404/http:/www.lulu.com/gb/en/shop/eric-doumerc/five-birmingham-poets/paperback/product-367008.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20170728041404/http:/www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/0709302363?ie=UTF8&tag=someparadanan-21&linkCode=as2&camp=1634&creative=6738&creativeASIN=0709302363
https://web.archive.org/web/20170728041404/http:/www.amazon.co.uk/Home-Front-Derek-Bishton/dp/0224022555/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1326793504&sr=1-1
https://web.archive.org/web/20170728041404/http:/www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/B0017HA8KW?ie=UTF8&tag=someparadanan-21&linkCode=as2&camp=1634&creative=6738&creativeASIN=B0017HA8KW
https://web.archive.org/web/20170728041404/http:/www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/0861047494?ie=UTF8&tag=someparadanan-21&linkCode=as2&camp=1634&creative=6738&creativeASIN=0861047494
https://web.archive.org/web/20170728041404/http:/www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/0907127053?ie=UTF8&tag=someparadanan-21&linkCode=as2&camp=1634&creative=6738&creativeASIN=0907127053
https://web.archive.org/web/20170728041404/http:/www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/0709302290?ie=UTF8&tag=someparadanan-21&linkCode=as2&camp=1634&creative=6738&creativeASIN=0709302290
http://www.connectinghistories.org.uk/birmingham-stories/birmingham-stories-research-guides/


26 
 

Racism and Riots in the Early Twentieth Century 
 
Migration research guide 
People and places mentioned in this research guide include: Olaudah Equiano; William Hutton; 
Singers Hill Synagogue; Thomas Finigan; Joseph Salter; Princes of Oude; George Edalji; Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle; and, James Watkins. 
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Stories for Children and Young People 
 

 

Books For Young Children 
 
Coming to England: An Inspiring True Story Celebrating the Windrush Generation  
Baroness Floella Benjamin (Author), Diane Ewen  (Illustrator) 
2021 
Coming to England: An Inspiring True Story…  
 
We All Belong: A Children's Book About Diversity, Race and Empathy  
Nathalie Goss, Alex Goss, Goss Castle 
2020 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/We-All-Belong-Childrens-
Diversity/dp/B08DSX8Y8M/ref=bmx_dp_58c1e4on_6/257-5238543-
2653016?pd_rd_w=nC2ko&pf_rd_p=94426033-0f75-42e1-88f2-
9726a24245b4&pf_rd_r=364N4VJCG6T43NWGT1Q7&pd_rd_r=e7468615-d497-4e85-bf16-
aab99655d7df&pd_rd_wg=lbesC&pd_rd_i=B08DSX8Y8M&psc=1 
 
Windrush Child 
Benjamin Zephaniah  
2020 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Windrush-Child-Voices-Benjamin-Zephaniah/dp/0702302724 
 
‘Zephaniah pulls no punches in his depictions of the racism that Leonard suffers both at school and 
in the streets in a powerful, moving account of family and fitting in’ (iNews) 
‘An invaluable story for any young readers who enjoy adventure and want to learn more about the 
Windrush generation’s experience. Essential reading’ (Alex Wheatle) 
 
Refugee Boy  
Benjamin Zephaniah 
2011 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/B0058RE06K/ref=dbs_a_def_rwt_hsch_vapi_tkin_p1_i1 
 
The Story of the Windrush 
K.N. Chimbiri 
2020 
https://www.waterstones.com/book/the-story-of-windrush/k-n-chimbiri/9780702307133 
 

 

Home and Away: recommended refugee and migrant stories from around the 
world 
Amnesty International UK 
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/blogs/stories-rights/home-and-away-recommended-refugee-and-
migrant-stories-around-world 
 
For readers aged 3+ 
 
A New Year's Reunion 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Coming-England-Inspiring-Celebrating-Generation/dp/1529009421/ref=zg_bs_4511085031_1?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=WAFCVKHKYMKKTBXMA339
https://www.amazon.co.uk/We-All-Belong-Childrens-Diversity/dp/B08DSX8Y8M/ref=bmx_dp_58c1e4on_6/257-5238543-2653016?pd_rd_w=nC2ko&pf_rd_p=94426033-0f75-42e1-88f2-9726a24245b4&pf_rd_r=364N4VJCG6T43NWGT1Q7&pd_rd_r=e7468615-d497-4e85-bf16-aab99655d7df&pd_rd_wg=lbesC&pd_rd_i=B08DSX8Y8M&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/We-All-Belong-Childrens-Diversity/dp/B08DSX8Y8M/ref=bmx_dp_58c1e4on_6/257-5238543-2653016?pd_rd_w=nC2ko&pf_rd_p=94426033-0f75-42e1-88f2-9726a24245b4&pf_rd_r=364N4VJCG6T43NWGT1Q7&pd_rd_r=e7468615-d497-4e85-bf16-aab99655d7df&pd_rd_wg=lbesC&pd_rd_i=B08DSX8Y8M&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/We-All-Belong-Childrens-Diversity/dp/B08DSX8Y8M/ref=bmx_dp_58c1e4on_6/257-5238543-2653016?pd_rd_w=nC2ko&pf_rd_p=94426033-0f75-42e1-88f2-9726a24245b4&pf_rd_r=364N4VJCG6T43NWGT1Q7&pd_rd_r=e7468615-d497-4e85-bf16-aab99655d7df&pd_rd_wg=lbesC&pd_rd_i=B08DSX8Y8M&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/We-All-Belong-Childrens-Diversity/dp/B08DSX8Y8M/ref=bmx_dp_58c1e4on_6/257-5238543-2653016?pd_rd_w=nC2ko&pf_rd_p=94426033-0f75-42e1-88f2-9726a24245b4&pf_rd_r=364N4VJCG6T43NWGT1Q7&pd_rd_r=e7468615-d497-4e85-bf16-aab99655d7df&pd_rd_wg=lbesC&pd_rd_i=B08DSX8Y8M&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/We-All-Belong-Childrens-Diversity/dp/B08DSX8Y8M/ref=bmx_dp_58c1e4on_6/257-5238543-2653016?pd_rd_w=nC2ko&pf_rd_p=94426033-0f75-42e1-88f2-9726a24245b4&pf_rd_r=364N4VJCG6T43NWGT1Q7&pd_rd_r=e7468615-d497-4e85-bf16-aab99655d7df&pd_rd_wg=lbesC&pd_rd_i=B08DSX8Y8M&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Windrush-Child-Voices-Benjamin-Zephaniah/dp/0702302724
https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/B0058RE06K/ref=dbs_a_def_rwt_hsch_vapi_tkin_p1_i1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Benjamin-Zephaniah/e/B001K82PUY?ref=dbs_a_def_rwt_hsch_vu00_tkin_p1_i1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/B0058RE06K/ref=dbs_a_def_rwt_hsch_vapi_tkin_p1_i1
https://www.waterstones.com/book/the-story-of-windrush/k-n-chimbiri/9780702307133
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/blogs/stories-rights/home-and-away-recommended-refugee-and-migrant-stories-around-world
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/blogs/stories-rights/home-and-away-recommended-refugee-and-migrant-stories-around-world
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Yu Li-Qiong (author) and Zhu Cheng-Liang (illustrator) 
Walker Books, paperback, £6.99. 
Video A NEW YEAR'S REUNION | Kids Book Read Aloud 
YouTube 2021 
 
Maomao’s father builds houses in places far away from home. Maomao and Mama see him only at 
New Year, when he travels back so that the family can be together for the most special of holidays. 
Maomao looks forward with great excitement to seeing Papa and sharing holiday traditions, 
although she is naturally a little shy when at last Papa arrives. Maomao is delighted to find the 
lucky coin Papa has hidden in a sticky rice ball, and decides to give it back, so that Papa may keep it 
with him until he can come home for the holiday again next year.  
A memorable portrait of China’s most important holiday and of the hardship facing migrant workers 
and their families, with accessible text and beautiful gouache illustrations rich in cultural detail. The 
creators do not shy away from portraying Mama’s strain and sadness as Papa packs to leave, joining 
an estimated 100 million individuals in China who work far from home and return to visit their 
families only for the New Year holiday.  
Yu Li-Qiong and Zhu Cheng-Liang both live and work in Nanjing and A New Year’s Reunion was 
originally published in China. 
 
For readers aged 6+  
 
Here I Am 
Patti Kim (author) and Sonia Sánchez (illustrator)  
Curious Fox, paperback, £6.99. 
 
A child and his family migrate to a new country far away. Their new city is busy and bustling with 
traffic, lights and noise all around. The people speak a different language, eat different food, make 
different gestures and play different games. The child clings to his keepsake from home – a seed - as 
he takes his first tentative steps towards exploring his new environment. When he drops the seed 
from the window and sees it caught by a girl of his own age, he is encouraged to explore the city and 
find friendship in his new home. 
A near-wordless and highly accessible portrait of migrant experience that cleverly contrasts an 
opening of bright, light-filled rural settings with a grey cityscape to reflect the anxiety and loneliness 
of the young migrant child in his unfamiliar new home. The setting is Asia/America but the story is 
universal; Kim includes an afterword that details her own experiences on migrating from Korea to 
the USA as a child in the 70s.  
 
Pancho Rabbit and the Coyote: A Migrant’s Tale,  
Duncan Tonatiuh 
Abrams, hardcover, £10.99. 
 
Papá Rabbit leaves home to seek work in the great carrot and lettuce fields of the north. He is due to 
return two years later, but when the allotted day passes with no sign of Papá, Pancho sets out to 
find him. A coyote offers his help, but at every stage of the journey he extracts payment. Tonatiuh 
effectively exploits the elements of classic fable to create a palpable sense of danger as Pancho and 
his untrustworthy guide journey through the harsh landscapes of the Mexican/American border. The 
bittersweet ending reminds the reader that there are no easy solutions for those living in extreme 
poverty. 
Pancho Rabbit is accessible to very young readers while containing sufficent depth for classroom 
exploration with more mature learners. It was originally published in the USA. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z7n0VLcQ0Bc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z7n0VLcQ0Bc
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8+ readers 
 
When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit 
Judith Kerr 
Harper Collins, paperback, £6.99. 
 
Anna is a chatty and precocious nine-year-old living in Berlin. Her father is a famous writer and 
although this initially concerns her only because she is worried that families rarely produce two 
famous people, his outspoken criticism of the Nazi regime soon brings unwanted attention. After he 
flees to Switzerland, Anna, her mother and her brother make their own perilous journey out of 
Germany to join him. As Europe becomes more and more dangerous for Jews the family move on to 
France and ultimately England.  
 
When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit is rightfully a classic. On the surface it is a simple story of a refugee 
journey, told with some humour as Anna struggles with strange languages and customs, temporary 
lodgings and new friends. But there is a much darker undertow and more mature readers will see 
that resilient, upbeat Anna does not quite grasp the dangers she faces, the desperate distress of her 
parents or the dreadful fate of the friends they have left behind. 
 
The Island 
Armin Greder 
Allen & Unwin, hardcover, £11.99. 
 
When ‘fate and currents’ wash a stranger’s raft ashore on the island, the islanders are deeply 
suspicious. Keen to ensure that their own routines are not interrupted, they house him in a goat pen 
and refuse him work. When he escapes in search of food, a brief discussion of how they might care 
for him becomes a catalogue of reasons why they cannot. Fears grow and magnify until the 
newcomer becomes an object of hatred, and the islanders decide to force him into the sea. Once 
this task is complete, they turn on a fisherman who initially spoke for him and then build a wall 
around the island. 
The Island is a picture book for older readers, with uncompromising artwork and sparse text. It is a 
powerful and chilling allegory about refugees, racism and fear of the other.  
 
For readers aged 12+  
 
The Pavee and the Buffer Girl 
Siobhan Dowd (author) and Emma Shoard (illustrator) 
The Bucket List, paperback, £12.99. 
 
Young Jim Curren and his extended family of travellers have halted by the town of Dundray and after 
a visit from the authorities threatening legal action, the children have been enrolled in the local 
school. Bullying of the ‘tinker dirt’ is rife, but Jim finds solace in the friendship of local ‘buffer’ 
(settled) girl Kit. With Kit’s friendship and reading lessons Jim finds life in Dundray almost bearable, 
but a sustained campaign of persecution sees the travellers decide to move on. 
 
Tall Story 
Candy Gourlay 
Random House, paperback, £6.99. 
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Andi is a basketball whizz living in the UK; her half-brother Bernardo is an extremely tall teenager 
living with his aunt and uncle in the Philippines. He shares a name with a giant who, legend has it, 
protected his village from a major earthquake. Bernardo dreams of joining Andi, their mother and 
her husband in the UK, but immigration issues have prevented him until now. At last he has the 
paperwork he needs and is able to be with his family. But Bernardo has a lot of adjusting to do – he 
has never seen a bath or an electric kettle, and no one in England has seen an eight-foot-tall boy 
from the Philippines before. 
This warm, magical novel is told in alternative chapters by Andi and Bernardo, charting the time 
before they meet and Bernardo’s first weeks in the UK. Both siblings have their battles to fight, from 
Andi’s clashes with sexism, school and her parents to Bernardo’s struggles with English, Filipino 
superstitions back home and guilt over leaving. 
 
Between Shades of Grey 
Rupa Sepetys 
Puffin, paperback, £6.99. 
 
15-year-old Lina, her mother and her brother have moments to prepare to leave their comfortable 
lives in Lithuania for the horror of a work camp in Siberia. Lina is taken in her nightgown; this is a 
mere prelude to the ways in which she will be stripped of her dignity and the most basic of rights. 
Within weeks the fragmented family is barely existing – frozen, starved, and worked almost to death 
in the most inhospitable of environments. Love of family, friends, country and life itself sustains Lina, 
and although she cannot tell her story openly once she is freed, she documents her experiences in 
word and image and buries them in a jar in the hope they will one day come to light.  
 
In the Sea there are Crocodiles 
Fabio Geda, Howard Curtis (translator) 
Random House, paperback, £6.99. 
 
Enaiatollah’s people – the Shia Muslim Hazara - are oppressed by the Pashtun Sunni Muslims of 
Afghanistan. At the age of 10, Enaiatollah Akbari lost his father to an attack by bandits as he 
undertook a forced mission. The Pashtun threatened to take Enaiatollah as compensation for his 
father’s death. In desperation, his mother smuggled him into Pakistan, before returning home to her 
other children. Alone in a strange country, Enaiatollah had to embark on a series of back-breaking 
and exploitative jobs to earn enough to pay people-traffickers to take him to Europe. When, five 
years later, he was finally granted asylum in Italy, he met novelist Fabio Geda, who tells his story in 
this bestselling novelisation. 
There are resources available from Amnesty International UK here: 
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/resources/book-and-activities-sea-there-are-crocodiles 
 
The Wheel of Surya 
Jamila Gavin  
Egmont, paperback, £6.99. 
 
As India is rocked by the Independence movement and partition with Pakistan, Marvinder and 
Jaspal’s village in the contested Punjab is burned to the ground. Marvinder barely manages to save 
Jaspal’s life and amid terrible violence they are separated from their mother and all they know. 
Determined to reach their father in England, Jaspal and Marvinder must make their way to Bombay, 
a difficult journey in which they are unexpectedly aided by a Muslim traveller. The siblings eventually 
reach England, but they discover a hostile, post-war world that in no way matches the stories they 
have heard from their mother of a Promised Land. 

https://www.amnesty.org.uk/resources/book-and-activities-sea-there-are-crocodiles
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Gavin touches on culture, class, faith and family in the first book of an epic trilogy set against the 
chaos of Partition. Originally published in the 1990s, it was reissued in 2011 and remains one of the 
very best children’s books about the aftermath of colonial rule in India.  
 
Alpha 
Bessora (author) and Barroux (illustrator) 
The Bucket List, hardback, £16.99, and paperback, £12.99. 
 
Alpha Coulibaly has paid people traffickers to take his wife and child from Abidjan in Cote D’Ivoire to 
the Gare du Nord in Paris. He has heard nothing from them since they left Abidjan. After yet another 
abortive attempt to secure a visa, he sells his home and business to pay the traffickers for his own 
passage. Unable to take any direct route, he criss-crosses Africa by car, bus and foot over many 
months, working illegally and lodging in refugee camps until a perilous boat journey brings him to 
Europe. 
Alpha is an unflinching portrayal of the realities facing those seeking sanctuary from poverty and 
violence. There is a focus on individual stories, from the child Augustin, handed over by his sister in 
desperation when their mother is imprisoned, to Abebi, who cannot undertake the same earning 
opportunities as the men and has resorted to paying for her passage through prostitution. 
 
Refugee Boy 
Benjamin Zephaniah 
Bloomsbury, paperback, £7.99. 
 
Alem and his father are embarking on the trip of a lifetime – they have flown from Ethiopia to 
Heathrow and have spent a whole day exploring the great city of London. Alem would like to be an 
architect and spends his day dreaming of the buildings he might one day create. The next morning, 
Alem awakens to find himself alone. His father has abandoned him in England in the hope he will be 
granted refugee status, sparing him from the danger he faces at home as the child of an 
Ethiopian/Eritrean marriage. The hotel owner arranges for Alem to be taken into care. First he is 
sent to a children’s home and then to a foster family, which is blessedly supportive of the 
abandoned boy who speaks English only as a second language. But after months of wrangling, it is 
determined that no immediate threat exists to Alem at home, and he is notified that his application 
for asylum has failed. 
Birmingham-born Zephaniah is the son of a Jamaican mother and a Barabadian father and was 
inspired to write Refugee Boy after experiencing conflict in Lebanon.  
 

 

Child Migrant Stories 
https://childmigrantstories.com/ 
 
“Child Migrant Stories” was launched in February 2016. It drew, initially, on experiences of people 
who migrated under the age of 18 from across the world to East London from 1930 to the present 
day. Some came on their own; others came with, or to join family members who they may not have 
seen for years. Their stories are of loss and gain but of resilience too, often in the face of war, 
poverty and discrimination. They are poignant, powerful and sometimes very funny. 
 
The profiles of the people who generously participated in this initial research can be found at East 
End Stories. They came from Turkey, Cyprus, Brazil, El Salvador, Poland, Italy, Southern Ireland, 
Vietnam, Jamaica, Antigua, Guinea, Nigeria, Rwanda, Yemen, Somalia, India, Bangladesh and 
Pakistan at different ages between 5 and 17. Some experiences, drawing on child migrants’ own 
words, have been highlighted in Spotlight Stories. Some of the material about experiences of 

https://childmigrantstories.com/
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welcome, both from child migrants or those who know, or care for, them, have been collected 
through outreach and at festivals.  These can be found under Welcome Stories. 
 
East London contributors 
https://childmigrantstories.com/stories/ 
32 short accounts of migrants who came as children to East London. 
The stories featured on this page are of children who have migrated to East London (Hackney, Tower 
Hamlets and Newham) from 1930 to the present day. They have come with or to join family 
members or on their own. They have been collected as part of Eithne Nightingale’s Collaborative 
Doctoral Award research between Queen Mary University of London and the V&A Museum of 
Childhood. 
For other stories about child migration, from anywhere or to anywhere in the world, go to the 
special section of our blog – Worldwide Stories.  
 
What age did children come to East London, from where, when, with whom and why? What are 
their memories or their first impressions? Find out more by clicking one of the portraits taken either 
as a child or as an adult. To read excerpts from some of their interviews kick Spotlight Stories. 
 
Spotlight stories 
https://childmigrantstories.com/category/spotlight-stories/ 
Texts and audio of interviews 

CAUGHT IN A FLOW OF WATER by Eylem Binboga from Turkey. 
IT’S A NEW LIFE – Saqib Waqar from Pakistan. 
A POLGLEISH SPEAKING COCKNEY -Tomasz Wlodaraczyk from Poland. 
SPOTLIGHT: NURUL GIANI from Sylhet, Bangladesh. 
SPOTLIGHT: BALQUIS from Yemen. 
SPOTLIGHT: Henry Bran from El Salvador. 
SPOTLIGHT: Sadeka Nujhat from Italy. Her family comes from Bangladesh. 

 
Welcome stories 
https://childmigrantstories.com/category/welcome/ 
Texts and videos of interviews 

Ioanna who came as an adult from Greece one and a half years ago finds people in London 
are very accepting of difference. 
After Poland joined the EU Michal migrated with his family from an industrial city in Silesia, 
Poland to a rural village in Northern Ireland.  
Hannah has worked with refugees and asylum seekers across the world. 
Abdullah aged 8 came from Bangladesh with his mother to join his father.  
Christine feels very English and British but has impressive international heritage. 
A second year student of biochemistry from Malaysia has got over her nervousness and now 
finds her fellow students treat her as one of them. 

 
Worldwide Stories 
https://childmigrantstories.com/category/worldwide-stories/ 
Somali Youth in Norway – text and video 
And Still I Rise - poem 
Among The Crowd Of Souls - poem 
 
Films 

https://childmigrantstories.com/stories/
https://childmigrantstories.com/category/spotlight-stories/
https://childmigrantstories.com/category/welcome/
https://childmigrantstories.com/category/worldwide-stories/
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How to use the resources 
Each resource relates to one of four films (10-20 minute) : Child Migrant Stories, Passing Tides, 
Ugwumpiti, Life is a Destiny. 
Please choose and press the film you would like to use. You will be taken to Google Drive where you 
can view and download the contents of each resource by Key Stage. You will also be presented with 
a document on the film’s context, which provides further support on various topics.  We strongly 
recommend selecting the PDF versions of each lesson.   

 
Child Migrant Stories 
https://childmigrantstories.com/ 
11mins. 
“Voices Past and Present” (10 minutes) presents powerful statements about reasons for leaving, 
extraordinary journeys, first impressions on arriving in the UK, and feelings of home and belonging. 
It features the voices of  children who, amongst others, migrated from Ireland and Austria in the 
1930s, India in the 1950s, Caribbean in the 1960s, Bangladesh in the 1970s, Turkey in the 1980s and 
Somalia post 2000. 
 
Passing Tides – Story Of A Young Girl Escaping Vietnam With Her Father 

https://childmigrantstories.com/2016/06/09/passing-tides-story-of-a-young-girl-escaping-vietnam-

with-her-father/ 

“Passing Tides” ( 18 minutes) is the story of Linh Vu who escaped Vietnam by boat with her father in 

the 1970s. Linh, her father and the other passengers were picked up by a British boat just as they 

were running out of food and water. They were taken to a refugee camp in Singapore and then to 

Thorney island on the south coast of Britain.  Linh and her father settled in Hackney and were joined 

by Linh’s mother and siblings five years later. 

 
Ugwumpiti 
https://childmigrantstories.com/ugwumpiti/ 
“Ugwumpiti” (20 minutes) is the story of a young boy, Maurice Nwokeji, who survived hunger and 
bombs in the Biafran war in Nigeria with his younger brother. “Ugwumpiti” is the name that the 
children made up to describe the one meal of day provided by the Red Cross and that saved their 
lives. Eventually Maurice’s parents, who were in London during the war, tracked down the boys and 
brought them to London. 
 
Life is a Destiny 
https://childmigrantstories.com/films/life-is-a-destiny/ 

“Life is a Destiny” (15 minutes) is about Argun Ismet Imamzade who was born in 1949 in Limassol, 

Cyprus. After his parents left for England he lived with his grandparents, his brother and his 3 step-

brothers from his mother’s first marriage. Their home was bombed in the conflict between Greek 

and Turkish Cypriots following independence from Britain in 1960. After some months in a refugee 

camp, and a very interrupted education, Argun, aged 13, and his older brother sailed to England to 

join their parents. Argun carried with him a family photograph album, going back several 

generations. He had hidden it behind a metal cabinet when the house was being bombed and then 

rescued it from the rubble. 

 
Home  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zh2qsSC_FbI 
“Home” (10 minutes) draws on child migrants’ feelings of home and belonging – from a child who 
came on the Kindertransport scheme for Orthodox Jewish children in the 1930s to a child who came 
from Communist Poland in the 1980s to a child who came from Brazil post 2000. 

https://childmigrantstories.com/films/voices-past-and-present-stories-of-child-migration/
https://childmigrantstories.com/ugwumpiti/
https://childmigrantstories.com/films/life-is-a-destiny/
https://childmigrantstories.com/
https://childmigrantstories.com/2016/06/09/passing-tides-story-of-a-young-girl-escaping-vietnam-with-her-father/
https://childmigrantstories.com/2016/06/09/passing-tides-story-of-a-young-girl-escaping-vietnam-with-her-father/
https://childmigrantstories.com/ugwumpiti/
https://childmigrantstories.com/ugwumpiti/
https://childmigrantstories.com/films/life-is-a-destiny/
https://childmigrantstories.com/films/life-is-a-destiny/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zh2qsSC_FbI
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“The House That is Not There” (5 minutes) is the story of a return visit of Henry Bran to El Salvador 
where he was a child soldier and from where he had to escape to London when his life was in 
danger. During his visit he sat on the wall outside his old home dressed in white. He gave his old 
friends and neighbours quite a shock. The story is animated by Gabriela Bran, Henry’s daughter. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=a_BS2j1eXBw 
 
Schools Resources 
https://childmigrantstories.com/learning-resources/schools/ 
Teacher guidance/lesson plans and worksheets are organised in separate folders according to film 
title and curriculum level in both PDF and Word formats, to enable you to adapt the worksheets 
according to your student needs. The contextual material provides background historical and 
political information about the various global conflicts mentioned in the films as well as the more 
individual factors that have influenced child migrants’ lives. This material is to help teachers 
familiarise themselves with the material, design and lead classroom discussion. Teachers can also 
access additional profiles about people who have migrated as children on the website 
at childmigrantstories.com/stories 
 
Learning Materials 
We have developed learning materials, with Hackney Museum, for school and adult ESOL students 
based on the films. People are very welcome to use these independently and we would welcome 
any feedback. 
 
Blog 
People both locally, nationally and internationally have been able to contribute their own stories or 
knowledge about child migration on the website blog. Do sign up to get regular updates or leave 
comments. We are committed to creating a respectful and collaborative space. 
The award-winning Child Migrant Stories is a space to explore the experiences of child migrants both 

today and in the past. It brings together the voices and experiences of those who migrated under the 

age of 18 both to the UK from 1930 to the present day to East London but also from, and to, other 

parts of the world. The initiative uses images, sound, text and short films developed in collaboration 

with former child migrants, some of whom are artists, musicians, and filmmakers.  

 

Watch our first film Voices Past and Present (10 minutes), launched in 2016, about child migrants’ 

experiences of  leaving home, journeys, arrival and feelings of belonging. 

https://childmigrantstories.com/films/voices-past-and-present-stories-of-child-migration/ 
 
Child Migrants Welcome? (32 minutes) explores the welcome received by unaccompanied child 

refugees both historically under the Kindertransport scheme before World War Two and today. It 

uncovers the implications of the present UK government’s immigration policies and procedures on 

the young people’s legal status as well as the campaigns led by Lord Dubs, who came over on the 

Kindertransport, Safe Passage and others to support child refugees. 

https://childmigrantstories.com/films/child-migrants-welcome/ 

 
School teachers 
Why teach about child migration? 
Every state-funded school must offer a curriculum which is balanced, broadly based and promotes 
spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development preparing students for the opportunities, 
responsibilities and experiences of later life. These videos are a brilliant way of engaging with these 
core principles. Young people are growing up in a world where themes related to migration are 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=a_BS2j1eXBw
https://childmigrantstories.com/learning-resources/schools/
https://childmigrantstories.com/learning-resources/schools/
https://childmigrantstories.com/stories
http://www.qmul.ac.uk/publicengagement/prizes/index.html
https://childmigrantstories.com/films/voices-past-and-present-stories-of-child-migration/
https://childmigrantstories.com/films/child-migrants-welcome/
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often seen as controversial and are exposed to an increasingly polarised debate about migration. 
Schools are a key environment where themes and issues of migration can be explored safely. 
We have indicated how the various activities link to the national curriculum, but if you require 
further information the Migration Museum has produced a useful short document summarising 
where migration related themes are found in the revised curriculum now being taught in maintained 
schools. 
 
Teaching sensitive or controversial subjects 
Teachers should be sensitive to their learners’ emotions and take their personal histories into 
account. There are various sources of advice on dealing with sensitive and often controversial topics 
in the classroom. These include advice from the project Moving Here that is well summarised here 
by the Migration Museum on migrationmuseum.org/advice-for-teachers. Oxfam have also produced 
a 15 page pack on Teaching Controversial Issues that discusses the skills needed, the setting of 
ground rules and the role(s) of the teacher in discussions as well as suggesting activities on global 
citizenship topics. 
 

 

Exploring Young Immigrant Stories 
https://www.learningforjustice.org/classroom-resources/lessons/exploring-young-immigrant-stories 
 
This lesson helps students appreciate diversity among their peers and the diversity of immigrants all 
over the world. Through hands-on exercises, students will discover similarities and differences they 
share with other children. (US site) 
 
Objectives 

• Students will understand similarities and differences between themselves and others. 

• Students will recognize and value diversity among their peers. 

• Students will recognize and value the diverse experience of immigrants and of children from 
other countries. 

• Students will read and understand visual texts. 
 
Enduring Understandings: 
• Learning about the lives of other people helps me build empathy, respect, understanding and 

connection. 
• Listening to and sharing experiences with people who are similar and different from me helps 

me learn about others. 
• I am affected by the people around me. 
 
Essential Questions 

• What can I learn from hearing a personal story? 

• How can I learn more about other people? 

• How are people similar and different than me? 
 

 

12 Books to Help Kids Understand Immigration 
January 23, 2019 – Posted in: Book News 
https://www.bagsofbooklists.com/helping-kids-understand-immigration/ 
 
We live in a nation of immigrants. But what does that mean to 3, 6, or 12-year-old? Maybe they’ve 
heard about people arriving in boats from across the channel. Or seen people on TV debating the 

http://migrationmuseum.org/advice-for-teachers
https://www.learningforjustice.org/classroom-resources/lessons/exploring-young-immigrant-stories
https://www.bagsofbooklists.com/helping-kids-understand-immigration/
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‘immigration issue’ and heard that some immigrants are “illegal”. Maybe they know someone who 
recently immigrated to the U.K. — and who is struggling to fit in. Maybe immigration is part of their 
own family’s story. 
Educating young people about what terms like ‘migrant’, ‘refugee’ and ‘asylum seeker’ mean, and 
about the UK’s diverse mix of cultures, seems absolutely vital in today’s world and can only result in 
better tolerance and inclusion of all. 
In this book collection, I’m sharing some books that may help primary-aged children to understand 
what immigration is, and how it can affect children just like them. 
 
The Seeds of Friendship 
A powerful and beautifully illustrated fable about friendship from the internationally-acclaimed and 
award-winning illustrator Michael Foreman, who is best known for classics like War Boy and for 
illustrating Michael Morpurgo’s stories. In this moving story, Adam feels alone in his strange, new 
city. He misses the colours and friendships of his faraway home. But when a teacher at school gives 
him a few seeds, she plants an idea in him – an idea that could transform his grey world for ever. 
Best for Years 1-3 
 
The Journey 
What is like to have to leave everything behind and travel many miles to somewhere unfamiliar and 
strange? A mother and her two children set out on such a journey: one filled with fear of the 
unknown, but also great hope. 
A beautifully illustrated story of adventure, fear, love and the search for home that is not only a joy 
to read and discover but a poignant and significant book for our times. 
Best for Years 1-4 
 
My Name is Not Refugee 
A young boy discusses the journey he is about to make with his mother. They will leave their town, 
she explains, and it will be sad but also a little bit exciting. They will have to say goodbye to friends 
and loved ones, and that will be difficult. They will have to walk and walk and walk, and although 
they will see many new and interesting things, it will be difficult at times too. 
A powerful and moving exploration that draws the young reader into each stage of the journey, 
inviting the chance to imagine the decisions he or she would make. 
Best for Years 1-4. 
 
The Silence Seeker 
When a new family moves in next door, Joe’s mum explains that they are asylum seekers. Joe hears 
that they are silence seekers, especially as Mum adds that they need peace and quiet. When he sees 
a young boy from the family sitting disconsolately on the steps, Joe decides to help him find a quiet 
place in the noisy and chaotic city. 
A simple, moving story which is the perfect way to gently open discussion around the refugee crisis. 
Best for Years 3-4 
 
Refugees and Migrants 
The Children in Our World picture book series helps children make sense of the larger issues and 
crises that dominate the news in a sensitive and appropriate manner. With relatable comparisons, 
carefully researched text and striking illustrations, children can begin to understand who refugees 
and migrants are, why they’ve left their homes, where they live and what readers can do to help 
those in need. 
Where issues aren’t appropriate to describe in words, Hanane Kai’s striking and sensitive 
illustrations help children visualise who refugees and migrants are, in images that are suited to their 
age and disposition. 
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Best for Years 3-6 
 
Azzi In Between 
Azzi and her parents are in danger. They have to leave their home and escape to another country on 
a frightening journey by car and boat. In the new country they must learn to speak a new language, 
find a new home and Azzi must start a new school. With a kind helper at the school, Azzi begins to 
learn English and understand that she is not the only one who has had to flee her home. She makes 
a new friend, and with courage and resourcefulness, begins to adapt to her new life. But Grandma 
has been left behind and Azzi misses her more than anything. Will Azzi ever see her grandma again? 
Drawing on her own experience of working among refugee families, renowned author and illustrator 
Sarah Garland tells, with tenderness and humour, an exciting adventure story to be enjoyed by 
readers of all ages. 
Endorsed by Amnesty International. 
Best for Years 3- 4 
 
The Boy At the Back of the Class 
Told with heart and humour, The Boy at the Back of the Class is a child’s perspective on the refugee 
crisis, highlighting the importance of friendship and kindness in a world that doesn’t always make 
sense. 
There used to be an empty chair at the back of my class, but now a new boy called Ahmet is sitting in 
it.  He’s nine years old (just like me), but he’s very strange. He never talks and never smiles and 
doesn’t like sweets – not even lemon sherbets, which are my favourite! 
But then I learned the truth: Ahmet really isn’t very strange at all. He’s a refugee who’s run away 
from a War. A real one. With bombs and fires and bullies that hurt people. And the more I find out 
about him, the more I want to help. 
Best for Years 4 and above 
 
A Story Like the Wind 
A beautifully illustrated story of freedom, music, and seeking refuge. 
A small group of refugees is crowded on to a boat on the sea. They share their stories as the boat 
travels towards the dream of safety and freedom. One boy, Rami, has brought his violin, and his 
story of how the violin was invented, and of a stallion that could run like the wind, weaves through 
the other stories, bringing them all together into a celebration of hope and of the power of music 
and story. A very special, beautifully illustrated, fable for all who strive to understand, and to stand 
together with, those around them. 
Gill Lewis is the multi-award-winning and best-selling author of novels such as Sky Hawk, White 
Dolphin, and Scarlet Ibis and A Story Like the Wind is her lyrical and unforgettable response to the 
refugee crisis, which will linger on in the mind long after reading. 
Best for Years 4 and above 
 
Illegal 
This is a powerful and timely story about one boy’s epic journey across Africa to Europe, a graphic 
novel for children with glorious colour artwork throughout. From Eoin Colfer, previously Irish 
Children’s Laureate, and the team behind his bestselling Artemis Fowl graphic novels. 
Ebo: alone.  His sister left months ago. Now his brother has disappeared too, and Ebo knows it can 
only be to make the hazardous journey to Europe. 
Ebo’s epic journey takes him across the Sahara Desert to the dangerous streets of Tripoli, and finally 
out to the merciless sea. But with every step he holds on to his hope for a new life, and a reunion 
with his sister. 
Best for Year 5 and above. 
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Who are Refugees and Migrants? What Makes People Leave their Homes? And Other Big 
Questions 
What does it mean for people to have to leave their homes, and what happens when they seek entry 
to another country? This book explores the history of refugees and migration around the world and 
the effects on people of never-ending war and conflict. It compares the effects on society of 
diversity and interculturalism with historical attempts to create a racially ‘pure’ culture. It takes an 
international perspective, and offers a range of views from people who have personal experience of 
migration, including the campaigners Meltem Avcil and Muzoon Almellehan, the comedian and actor 
Omid Djalili and the poet Benjamin Zephaniah. Aimed at young people aged 10 and upwards, the 
book encourages readers to think for themselves about the issues involved. There is also a role-play 
activity asking readers to imagine themselves in the situation of having to decide whether to leave 
their homes and seek refuge in a new country. 
Best for Years 5 and above 
 
We Are Displaced: My Journey and Stories from Refugee Girls Around the World 
Nobel Peace Prize winner and bestselling author Malala Yousafzai introduces some of the faces 
behind the statistics and news stories we read or hear every day about the millions of people 
displaced worldwide. 
In We Are Displaced, which is part memoir, part communal storytelling, Malala not only explores her 
own story of adjusting to a new life while longing for home, but she also shares the personal stories 
of some of the incredible girls she has met on her various journeys – girls who have lost their 
community, relatives, and often the only world they’ve ever known. 
Best for Years 6 and above 
 
The Arrival 
What drives so many to leave everything behind and journey alone to a mysterious country, a place 
without family or friends, where everything is nameless and the future is unknown. This silent 
graphic novel is the story of every migrant, every refugee, every displaced person, and a tribute to all 
those who have made the journey. 
The Arrival has become one of the most critically acclaimed books of recent years, a wordless 
masterpiece that describes a world beyond any familiar time or place. 
Best for Years 6 and above 
 

 

Ruth's story: One child refugee's journey from Eritrea to England 
2016 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/36714334 
Video 4mins15 
 
Ruth was 14 when she left her home country of Eritrea in east Africa. She didn't like the way she was 
being treated, so she embarked on a dangerous journey to the UK. 
Ruth has been telling Newsround's Hayley her story... 
 
Three thousand children 
Three thousand children arrived in the UK alone last year. 
Many of them are migrants or refugees escaping war or devastation in their home countries. They've 
travelled thousands of miles across deserts, mountains and seas.  
When they get to the UK they are often tired and afraid. 
They are taken by immigration officers or police to a safe place where they are asked lots of 
questions. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/36714334
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This is so that the people in charge can understand how old the child is, where they have come from 
and what they will need to keep them healthy and safe. 
Leave to remain 
If the child is under 17, they are given leave to remain, which means they can stay in the UK and will 
be looked after until they are old enough to look after themselves. 
This often means they are placed with a foster family who look after them as though they are part of 
their family. They can start going to a local school and they can start to make a life for themselves 
here in the UK. 
Many of the children stay around Kent and Dover in the south of England because that is where they 
first arrive. In the past year Kent has placed nearly 1,000 children in homes in that area. 
I have spoken to 12 children. All of them have come from various countries ranging from Eritrea and 
Sudan to Syria and Afghanistan. 
One of them was Ruth. Like many of the child refugees here, she travelled thousands of miles alone 
and experienced many difficult things along the way. 
 

 

Children's Books about Refugees & Immigration 
https://www.booksfortopics.cosm/refugees-and-immigration 
 
Recommended texts for primary classrooms on the topic of refugees and immigration. 
This month, we've been asking our community of primary teachers, TAs, children's authors, 
librarians and book lovers to nominate their favourite text that explores the topic of immigration. 
 
Welcome to Nowhere 
Elizabeth Laird 
"This story is one that stayed in my thoughts for a long time after reading it. It tells the story of Omar 
and his family who live in Syria. Civil War breaks out and impacts on the family in different ways, 
eventually leading to them to flee Syria and become refugees. This realistic, moving story is an 
important read in opening children’s eyes and helping them to understand the plight of refugees. I 
couldn’t put it down. " 
 
The Arrival 
Shaun Tan 
"This fantastic picture book captures migration and immigration so well. The pictures are amazing 
and my Y6 children were so engaged; they produced some of their best writing in fact. The 
discussions we had around the topic were incredible as the book can be linked to tolerance and 
other British values so it is cross-curricular, as well as being able to link geography and history (make 
any link to migration e.g. during WWII) too. I would highly recommend this book for UKS2 and 
beyond, and possibly even Y4." 
 
Boy 87 
Ele Fountain 
"A harrowing account of how one boy makes the journey to freedom and ultimately safety. Eye 
opening to anyone who is new to the subject and a must share in classrooms.' 
 
The Boy at the Back of the Class 
Onjali Q. Rauf 
 "It is truly lovely - pitched just right to build empathy, promote kindness, and encourage readers to 
challenge stereotypes and question opinions that may not be based on fact. I love it! .....filled with so 
much warmth and truth, pitched perfectly for stimulating some really great discussions with my 
youngsters!" 

https://www.booksfortopics.cosm/refugees-and-immigration


40 
 

 
My Name is Not Refugee 
Kate Milner 
"Written and illustrated in an accessible format for children of all ages to understand the plight of a 
refugee family as they try to cope in a new environment. The direct questions involve the reader or 
give an adult the chance to develop discussion." 
 
The Day War Came 
Nicola Davies & Rebecca Cobb 
"In 2016, our own government refused to allow 3000 child refugees to enter this country. Around 
the same time, Nicola Davies heard a story about a refugee child being refused entry to a school 
because there wasn’t a chair for her to sit on. Inspired by these heart-breaking events, The Day War 
Came was born. It is a poignant story, touchingly illustrated with Cobb’s innocent, childlike drawings, 
that tells the tragic tale of a girl who is thrust into a world of war. So emotive in its nature, with a 
potent message about the power of kindness and hope, the book ignited a campaign where people 
posted images of empty chairs as symbols of solidarity with those children who had lost everything. 
Published in association with Help Refugees, it is a powerful tool for opening up discussions about 
the ongoing refugee crisis to younger readers." 
"This is a moving picture book, that shares of the initial unwelcome refugees face when arriving in a 
new place. The story tells of the love of children, naive to the politics of the world, inviting other 
children into their world by giving up their own chair in the classroom and opening up their 
community to the refugees." 
 
The Abominables 
Eva Ibbotson 
"The Abominables by Eva Ibbotson is ostensibly an adventure story about a family of yetis who are 
forced to leave their home high in the Himalayas, journeying across the globe to an English country 
estate, where they have been promised a safe haven. Unfortunately, it turns out to be anything but. 
The story of their journey, how these unusual, hugely loveable creatures with unusual habits, are 
treated both as they travel and when they arrive in the UK, has a kind, often funny, but also sober 
and humane message for all of us about how we treat newcomers to this country, in the same vein 
as the Paddington Bear books." 
 
Teacup 
Rebecca Young & Matt Ottley 
"“Once there was a boy who had to leave his home...and find another.” 
So begins the beautifully told story about weathering the journeys of life. “Teacup” is gently written 
with lyrical text and stunning artwork. The illustrations are epic and widescreen and the story is 
subtle and light. The boy’s teacup holds only a small amount of earth from his childhood, but little 
does the boy know that something is growing inside. 
Teacup is a book about growing up or immigration or the importance of home or possibly none of 
those things. What it is however, is profound, stunning and a book to lose time in exploring its 
nuance and beauty." 
 
The Silence Seeker 
Ben Morley & Carl Pearce 
"A great tale of how an asylum-seeking family move next door to an American family, and the boys 
of both families make friends, even though they don’t share the same language. Raises lots of 
questions about the world, and great for the ‘kindness’ virtue. Suitable for KS1 and KS2." 
 
A Story Like The Wind 
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Gill Lewis & Jo Weaver 
"A very special and quite beautiful book from award-winning Gill Lewis, magnificently illustrated by 
Jo Weaver. It tells the moving tale of Rami, one of many refugees crowded into a boat sailing 
towards their dream of a safe refuge. As they travel, they tell their stories and Rami has his violin 
which when played, weaves the most lyrical story of freedom. A stunning, rich, emotive book." 
 
When Jessie Came Across the Sea 
Amy Hest 
 "This is the story of an immigrant to the US; a young Jewish girl sailing from Eastern Europe and 
leaving everything she knows to start a new life. Beautiful illustrations make this a sophisticated 
picture book to be appreciated by older children too." 
 
The Unforgotten Coat 
Frank Cottrell Boyce 
"A brilliant story about the realities of illegal immigration as experienced by two Mongolian brothers 
who arrive at a Bootle primary school in Liverpool."   
 
Tomorrow 
Nadine Kadaan 
"Nadine Kadaan brings to life the story of Yazan, a Syrian boy who is stuck inside the house – no 
school, no play and parents distracted by war...Tomorrow is a story from young Yazan’s viewpoint – 
what is important to a young boy? Meeting his friends, playing with his new bike that has a special 
bell that goes TINGALINGALING! He even misses school and his friends. This is a story for every child 
in every part of the world – because this is a tragedy of our contemporary world. Children who are 
growing up now in the UK or in any other continent should be given the opportunity to understand 
and empathise with their peers in war-torn cities and countries." 
 
Leaf 
Sandra Dieckmann 
This colourful, beautifully illustrated tale is thoughtful and heart-warming. When a strange, white 
creature arrives in the wild woods, he is ignored by all the animals. He is a stranger and outsider and 
strangers and outsiders cannot be trusted. One day, the animals watch as the creature tries to fly 
back home, on wings made of leaves. But where is home? A moving story with an important 
message about how we treat others." 
 
Gervelie's Journey: A Refugee Diary 
Anthony Robinson, Annemarie Young & June Allan 
"Brilliant text telling the true story of a girl who was displaced from Congo, travelled to other 
countries in Africa, was further displaced again before finally seeking asylum in the UK. Told in the 
child's voice, using a combination of photographs, artwork and text. Allows Y4 upwards to study 
different points of a refugee's journey and to understand the reasons that asylum seekers arrive in 
Europe. Have used it as a base for 4 weeks of literacy during a topic on migration, children's rights 
and democracy." 
 
Illegal 
Eoin Colfer, Andrew Donkin & Giovanni Rigano 
"Aimed at year 6+, Illegal is a graphic novel about a boy named Ebo and his journey from Africa to 
Europe. A family orientated story, it shows the painful reality of families torn apart and the 
determination, and hope, of a reunion. I would love there to be more books about Ebo, as epic and 
dangerous as his journey is, only part of his struggle has been told, and like all refugees who make it 
to Europe... it really is only the beginning." 
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Here I am 
Patti Kim & Sonia Sanchez 
"In this wordless picture book Here I am, Patti Kim and Sonia Sánchez bring the awe, the 
unfamiliarity of a new city to a young immigrant. As there are no words, children who are in similar 
situations (sadly more of them nowadays), can fill it in with their own unique stories. It's a great 
book to initiate questions and discussions, interpret feelings and importantly be empathetic - wear 
the shoes of an immigrant or a refugee as you walk through your own city - what do you see?"   
 
Who are Refugees and Migrants? What Makes People Leave their Homes? And Other Big 
Questions 
Michael Rosen & Annemarie Young 
"A non-fiction text that explores refugees from a historical and global perspective. Suitable for KS2, 
this book includes case studies of different people's experiences of immigration as well as raising 
questions to stir further thinking and discussion around the topic." 
 
Don’t Stop Thinking About Tomorrow (KS3+) 
Siobhan Curham 
"A well told, honest story about the hidden (and often ignored) issues some young people in our 
society are dealing with every day. Heart breaking and heart warming in equal measures. A book 
that should be read by every teenager. 
Stevie is a (friendless) young career, struggling with her mum’s depression, poverty and school life, 
who meets a young Syrian refugee - Hafiz. Hafiz has his own struggles, forced to flee Syria (alone - 
leaving his home, family and friends behind) to endure the arduous and life threatening journey to 
his Aunt and Uncle in the UK. 
These two ordinary teenagers, forced together at school, find a friendship they were not expecting. 
Each has a passion - Stevie with her love of music and Hafiz with his love of football. Despite their 
differences and (until the end) not truly understanding the other's struggles, their friendship gives 
them each a glimpse of what happiness is." 
 
The Fox Girl and the White Gazelle 
Victoria Williamson 
"The Fox and the White Gazelle is a glorious and inspiring, if sometimes heartbreaking, story of the 
power of hope, understanding and friendship. Set in Glasgow the story is told from the point of view 
of the two main characters - Caylin, a school bully who we soon discovering is fighting a battle of her 
own and Reema, a Syrian refugee who is trying to fit in to a new country with a new language, far 
from all she has ever known. Over the course of the book the girls form an uneasy bond, neither of 
them feeling like they fit in. Their friendship develops through a shared love of running and of the 
discovery of a litter of fox cubs who they endeavour to look after. The Fox Girl and the White Gazelle 
is a masterful piece of writing which exhibits themes of friendship, belonging, empathy, 
understanding and, most of all, hope. This is a book that deserves to be read by older primary school 
children and beyond. It is a book that forces us to look inside ourselves and reassess how we could 
all be a little bit kinder and a little bit more understanding. Beautifully written and essential 
reading." 
 
 A Child's Garden: A Story of Hope 
Michael Foreman 
"Beautiful and thought-provoking picture book for upper KS2 looking at a modern conflict with 
displaced children on one side of a barrier contained by soldiers and uses stunning imagery and 
inference of a vine growing across a divide. The implication is that this is the Palestinian/Israeli 
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conflict although it does not need to be used in this context. The children I have used this with were 
blown away by the imagery and loved looking at this book over and over again." 
 
There's a Boy Just Like Me 
Frasier Cox & Alison Brown 
"A touching story of friendship about a boy and a refugee written by a 9 year old boy and superbly 
illustrated by Alison Brown." 
 
Do You Speak Chocolate? 
Cas Lester 
"When new girl Nadima arrives at school speaking very little English she struggles to make friends 
until Jas reaches out a hand of friendship by sharing her chocolate. Nadima’s experiences as a 
refugee are incredibly difficult for her friends to relate to, they can never truly understand what her 
life was like in Syria. This thoughtful story cleverly captures the fear and brutality she has 
experienced in a powerful and moving way." 
 
The Colour of Home 
Mary Hoffman & Karin Littlewood 
"Beautiful picture book about a Somali boy arriving in a UK classroom as a refugee. It shows (very 
gently) the trauma he has experienced and the way in which he learns to overcome some of his fears 
and experiences through art and colour as a healing process. Has a beautiful message of hope." 
 
When Hitler stole Pink Rabbit 
Judith Kerr 
 "The marvellous Judith Kerr draws on her own experience as a wartime refugee to tell the story of 
nine year old Anna, forced to flee Germany with her family. Everything is told from Anna’s point of 
view, so children can empathise; many will recognise her dilemma over whether to pack the new toy 
dog or beloved pink rabbit. The child’s point of view gives the book power and poignancy, but Anna’s 
resilience and spirit make this a positive book, although the subject is so sad. It lives on in the 
memory and is, as Michael Morpurgo says, “life-enhancing!" 
 
Stepping stones: A refugee family's journey 
Margriet Ruurs, Nizar Ali Badr & Falah Raheem 
"An emotional and gripping yet gentle read, this bilingual picturebook (Arabic/English) is suitable for 
all ages and reading abilities. Rama and her family’s story set in Syria will prompt plenty of discussion 
about home, family and the migrant experience. The simply amazing artwork, created using stones, 
expresses the emotions underpinning the refugee narrative and will pull creative responses from 
even the youngest reader. The biographical notes accompanying this collaborative work tell a story 
that is as wonderful as the book itself and enrich the whole. A must have book for every school or 
classroom library." 
 
Running On The Roof Of The World 
Jess Butterworth 
"So many children in our world live in conflict and war zones every day, and face perilous journeys to 
find somewhere they can live in peace, without fear. Books that tell their stories with empathy, 
compassion and understanding, as shown in Running On The Roof Of The World, deserve a place in 
every School Library and Class Library from Upper Key Stage 2 onwards. 
 
The Island 
Armin Greder 
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"This stark older picture book is about an island where a stranger gets washed up onto the beach. 
The stranger isn’t like the islanders and this makes them fearful. A kindly fisherman persuades them 
to take the stranger in rather than return him to the sea; however the stranger is not welcome on 
the island. The islanders' fears turn to gossip and speculation and they form a mob that forcibly 
removes the stranger and punishes the fisherman. They then make sure that no one ever visits the 
island again. This is a moving, thoughtful book perfect for KS2 – an excellent discussion tool when 
looking at migration and refugees." 
 
Front Desk 
Kelly Yang 
"A story about a Chinese girl called Mia living in America with her parents, this book explores the 
themes of immigration, prejudice, poverty, institutionalised racism and what it looks like to hold 
onto hope in turbulant times.  Mia's account of the difficulties her family faces as immigrants in 
modern day America is moving and powerful.  Recommended for upper KS2." 
 
The Journey 
Francesca Sanna 
"There is so much detail in this beautiful book - each page stirs heart wrenching thoughts and sparks 
discussion. An extremely useful book to aid understanding and empathy of the refugee crisis." 
 
There's Room for Everyone 
Anahita Teymorian 
"A child wonders, if there is room in the sky for all the stars and in the sea for all the fish and in the 
library for all the books, why people still fight over space? Surely if we are kinder, there is room for 
everyone in this beautiful world. There's Room for Everyone is a picture book that talks about 
conflicts and spaces that can be shared. It makes children think about these concepts 
compassionately, without thinking of a specific ethnicity as victims of war. The story is timeless, an 
can open discussions about acceptance and kindness in any context." 
 
Charlie's Promise 
Annemarie Allan 
"Annemarie Allan's poignant and uplifting WW2 tale of a runaway German refugee boy in Edinburgh 
proves that strangers need not be enemies." 
 
King of the Sky 
Nicola Davies & Laura Carlin 
"A powerful and poignant picture book from the incredible Nicola Davies with expressive, emotive 
and challenging illustration by the gifted Laura Carlin. The story, nominated for the 2018 Greenaway 
Medal, tells of a young boy starting a new life in a mining community in Wales having moved from 
Italy. He befriends Mr Evans who races pigeons, and there follows a sensitive exploration of the 
boy's feelings. With a focus on making people welcome and empathising with those in similar 
situations, this is a fabulous book to use in the classroom. Various teaching notes available from 
CLPE, Amnesty UK and the publishers Walker will give teachers a springboard with planning too." 
 
No Ballet Shoes in Syria 
Catherine Bruton 
"No Ballet Shoes in Syria is truly a beautiful and powerful story of love, loyalty and hope in the face 
of immense challenges. It's so inspiring that I've emailed a volunteer centre working with refugees to 
see if I can teach some family yoga classes there. It's not ballet, but it's fun and a bonding experience 
in a time of stress." 
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Black History 
 

 
The story of black migrants in Tudor England 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks3--gcse-the-story-of-black-migrants-in-
england-in-tudor-times/zf8nqp3 
BBC Teach > Secondary Resources > KS3 / GCSE History > Migration 
 
A short film for secondary schools, presented by David Olusoga [with Miriam Kaufmann], which 
explores the lives of some of the hundreds of black migrants who were in England during the 
Tudor period. 
This film is from the BBC series, Migration. 
 
Teacher Notes 
Key Stage 3 
Start by showing students an image of John Blanke with his fellow trumpeters and discuss 
what we can tell about him from this picture. 
This short film could be used to ensure students understand that there were free bl ack 
people living here before the Transatlantic trade in enslaved Africans.  
Within a study of life in Tudor England, it could be used to show the presence and likely 
status of black people. 
It could also help students understand how we know about ordinary lives in the past, and 
the power of contemporary documents. 
It offers an interesting take on the story of Henry VIII and Katherine of Aragon as the 
Westminster Tournament Rolls were created to record celebrations at the birth of their son 
who later died in infancy. 
 
Key Stage 4 
This short film could be used to introduce lessons on Africans in Tudor England.  
Students could discuss how historians and archaeologists discover the presence of migrants 
in that period from parish and court records, tax returns, human remains, etc. 
Before seeing the film, students could examine the documents about Blanke and Francis and 
discuss what they tell us, then see what Dr Kaufmann concludes.  
The conclusion that black people were accepted could prompt comparison wi th other 
migrant groups at the time. 
Students could look at other contemporary documents to consider what they suggest about 
attitudes to black people. 
The film mentions the reconquest of Spain from the Moors and attacks by English privateers 
on Spanish and Portuguese slave ships: how might these have been causes of migration?  
 

 
The Black Presence in Britain Website 
https://blackpresence.co.uk/ 
 
The Black Presence or the Black Presence in Britain is a history website about black British history. 

The Black Presence in Britain website was set up in 1998 due to a lack of information about the 

contribution of Black people to British history to be found on the Internet. 

I was studying politics at the time, the course included a history module called; ” The Black Presence 

in Britain 1550-present day”. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks3--gcse-the-story-of-black-migrants-in-england-in-tudor-times/zf8nqp3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks3--gcse-the-story-of-black-migrants-in-england-in-tudor-times/zf8nqp3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/secondary/zkqp47h
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/ks3-history/zhbdpg8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/gcse-national-5-history/zb2skmn
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks3--gcse-migration/zkn8vk7
https://blackpresence.co.uk/
https://blackpresence.co.uk/


46 
 

Whilst doing my research, I found a serious lack of Black British info online. So, I decided to build my 

own site where this information could be documented. The site has had many incarnations since 

then. I built the first version of it using Netscape composer, later moving on to Dreamweaver. 

Today the site uses content management software and has does well through an SEO campaign. 

The site aims to become a large repository of information regarding Black History, in particular, Black 

British History. 

Isn’t “Black British History” Exclusive?  Of course, the site isn’t exclusively for Black people. We aim to 
provide information for everyone, so that the History books might in time, become more complete 
and inclusive. We welcome anyone with a willingness to share in and promote understanding of 
African peoples and cultures in the wider world. 
 
The site has lots of information and articles to get people started in their understanding of the 

history and culture of Black/African people over the centuries. 

Welcome to the site if you are new and thank you for reading and supporting this site if you are an 

old-timer. 

From my point of view, the site can grow exponentially.  There is literally no end to Black British 

History as it’s being written every day. 

However, I’m a big believer in the notion of “You can’t know where you’re going if you don’t know 

where you’ve been”. 

So there’s still a massive need for contributors, to come and write articles on this site.  Hopefully, the 

will reveal the histories of their families and other black trailblazers. 

Phil-Editor/Owner. 

 

Related Article about the History of The Black Presence in Britain Website 

https://blackpresence.co.uk/history-of-a-black-history-website/ 

 

 

Black people in Britain during the Atlantic slave trade era 
BBC Teach > Secondary Resources > KS3 / GCSE History > Migration 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks3--gcse-black-people-in-britain-during-the-
atlantic-slave-trade-era/zm8nqp3 
 
In this short film, historian David Olusoga looks at the lives of Black people in Britain in the 1600s 
and 1700s. 
He looks at portraits in Ham House in Surrey, which feature images of young Black men and women 
as part of family groups of aristocrats. 
Olusoga talks to Professor James Walvin, who suggests that often these figures were invented and 
were part of the exoticism associated with international trade and enslavement. 
Walvin describes Black people in the UK as the ‘flotsam and jetsam’ of the slave trade, individuals 
who found themselves in the UK. 
Most were in domestic service. Some were sailors in transit in and out of the ports. By the late 18th 
century the ideas of the French Revolution were spreading and some Black people were starting to 
have a political impact on British society. 
These included Robert Wedderburn, who argued passionately for the emancipation of Black slaves 
and poor whites. 
This short film is from the BBC series, Migration.  
 
Teacher Notes 
Key Stage 3 

https://blackpresence.co.uk/
https://peakdistrictseo.co.uk/
https://blackpresence.co.uk/black-history-guest-blogs/
https://blackpresence.co.uk/blog/
https://blackpresence.co.uk/history-of-a-black-history-website/
https://blackpresence.co.uk/history-of-a-black-history-website/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks3--gcse-black-people-in-britain-during-the-atlantic-slave-trade-era/zm8nqp3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks3--gcse-black-people-in-britain-during-the-atlantic-slave-trade-era/zm8nqp3
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This short film enables students to focus on how the enslavement of Africans and the British Empire 
affected the lives of some Black people living in Britain. 
The paintings in Ham House could be compared with other paintings showing Black servants: 

• How were they used to show wealth and power? 
• Were these servants enslaved? Slavery was legal in the colonies but not in England: 
• Were Black servants treated in the same way as white servants, or were they treated as 

slaves? 
Your class could try to find out about the 18th century Black presence in their own locality, using the 
help of their local museum or archive. 
 
Key Stage 4 
Students could compare paintings showing African and Indian servants and discuss the relationships 
with their employers. 
These could be compared with other representations of urban life showing Black people living 
ordinary lives as a part of wider society. 
At the end of the film David Olusoga stresses that Black people could live independent lives. 
Slavery did not exist legally in Britain but most were treated as slaves or, as recent research 
suggests, did most Black people live alongside white people with similar freedoms, depending on 
their status? 
The section on Wedderburn could lead students to research other working class activists such as 
William Davidson and William Cuffay, or abolitionists such as Olaudah Equiano and Ottobah 
Cugoano. 
They could also find out what is known of the 18th century Black presence in their local area, a good 
starting point being their local museum or archive. 
 

 
Migration & the Midlands 1 - The Long History of Black Britons 
https://www.commonhistory.co.uk/single-post/2020/06/20/migration-the-midlands-1-the-long-
history-of-black-britons 
 
The anti-racism protests triggered by the death of George Floyd in the USA have led to a 
considerable debate public about institutionalised racism and the way that the profits from slavery 
funded institutions and organisations that still dominate the British landscape. It also shines a 
spotlight on the business of history; whose history is recorded,  who is commemorated, what 
assumptions have passed unchallenged and how do we ensure that the field of history reflects all 
our histories not just that of a privileged few.  In this piece, I want to look at one aspect of local 
history; the lost histories of black Britons in the Midlands before the First World War. 
 
It is commonly assumed that black Britons are generally descendants of the Windrush generation.  
However, their story goes back much further than that.  Black Britons appear in the records from the 
mid-seventeenth century onwards, albeit in small numbers. It is horrifying to learn that the last 
recorded slave sale in the Midlands took place in 1771 in Lichfield. There were others before that, 
and it is quite likely sales continued in a less public fashion until slavery was finally abolished in 1834. 
Slave markets were not confined to the USA. 
 
When studying the records of this period, it is worth noting that the language can be at the very 
least ambiguous and inaccurate. It is often shocking to our contemporary ears; people may be 
described as black, coloured, negro or any one of several other terms covering peoples from a range 
of cultural and geographical backgrounds.  There was no systematic gathering of information, no 
neat boxes demanding their origins on forms, and little knowledge amongst the native population of 

https://www.commonhistory.co.uk/single-post/2020/06/20/migration-the-midlands-1-the-long-history-of-black-britons
https://www.commonhistory.co.uk/single-post/2020/06/20/migration-the-midlands-1-the-long-history-of-black-britons
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the world beyond these shores.  So even the little information we have may be distorted by the 
language of the past. 
 
 Servants, poor people, women and children are always underrepresented in recorded history. Add 
to this the fact that many ordinary lives are undocumented and many records are lost so that 
generally, we have only a limited window on the past.  Before the mid-20th century, the number of 
people of colour in the UK was minimal. The SCAWDI (Sparkbrook Caribbean and African Women's 
Development Initiative) project found just 246 records of black individuals living in the Midlands 
between 1650 and 1918.  What we have therefore are glimpses, people who would have thought 
themselves unexceptional but become exceptional merely by the survival of their histories. 
 
So who were these people?  What do we know about their lives? When do they start to appear in 
the records? In the tide of migration that accompanied the turmoil of the Civil Wars, there is a very 
early sighting of a possible black family; they appear in a set of Parish Constables accounts recorded 
in rural Shropshire in 1640. Sadly, we have no details, no names, and we do not know where they 
were heading to or from. The next recorded sighting in Shropshire is in 1679, a gardener named 
Samson is recorded as working at Llanforda Hall near Oswestry. Given the tiny numbers could 
Samson have been a member of that family recorded travelling through the remote Shropshire 
parish of Worfield in 1640?  Black people were scattered through other rural areas too. In Bishop's 
Castle, there is the grave of "A Native of Africa" buried in 1801.  At St. Lawrence's church, Oxhill 
there is the grave of Myrtilla, "a negro slave", who died in 1705. 
 
The black people who do appear in 18th-century records are often recorded as servants rather than 
slaves, but this is probably deceptive. In the period up to the early 19th century, it was not 
uncommon for landowners to have "servants" whose origins were in the USA.   It is unlikely that they 
had much choice about coming to England, and many probably had little freedom of movement or of 
employment however they are denoted in the parish records. 
 
Not all black Midlanders are servants though; some live independently amongst other working-class 
families, others are serving or former military musicians. And, not all are working-class; Jane Harry 
was the daughter of a Jamaican judge and governess to the children of banking magnate Sampson 
Lloyd. 
 
The conditions of their lives varied greatly too. It is suggested that Samuel Greatheed, the builder of 
Guy's Cliff House in Warwickshire, brought over slaves, who were housed in caves under the 
building, to save him paying wages to local workers.  Conversely, Thomas Otempora was described 
by his employer Viscount Valentia as "a good servant and a most trusty friend." George Africanus 
(who was born in Sierra Leone)  was a former slave of the Molineux family of Wolverhampton. He 
moved to Nottingham and set up an employment agency for ex-slaves in the late 18th century 
(suggesting a community large enough to make it worth his while). 
 
From the 19th century onwards, black Britons are more rarely described as servants; they move into 
a broader range of occupations. The Rev. Peter Stanford was an ex-slave, who became the minister 
of Hope Street Baptist Church in Birmingham.   Many black Midlanders were former seamen who 
arrived via Britain's trading routes. Some took up the sometimes-lucrative practice of prizefighting; 
James Munroe, who fought under the name Jemmy the Black, earned £10 per match. Thomas 
Richards was a pavement artist in West Bromwich. His grandfather was a black ex-slave, brought to 
Wolverhampton as a domestic servant. Still others were entertainers such as John Alexander 
Johnson who was a comedian and musician from New York and whose daughter "Hettie" Johnson 
was a successful stage actor.  
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What we have therefore are glimpses, people who would have thought themselves unexceptional 
but who become exceptional merely by the survival of their histories. With such a small sample, it is 
easy to extrapolate lives that may not reflect real or broader experiences.   But this is all we have, a 
little reminder that black Britons have been contributing to the culture and economy of the UK for 
hundreds of years. We know as historians that there is more to be discovered in the records and 
much more to be revisited and reappraised. Inspired by the Black Lives Matter movement and as 
citizen historians, we should re-examine what we think we know. We need to look for the evidence 
that, although often hard to spot, is all around us and use this to build a more accurate, more 
inclusive history. 
 
Further Reading 
The Black Presence in the West Midlands, 1650–1918 D.I. Callaghan 
Black and British, David Olusoga 
Black History Sources in Birmingham City Archives F. Tait 
www.connectinghistories.org.uk/birmingham-stories/birmingham-stories-faces-places/ 
www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/50134/archives_and_collections/1580 /black_history_collection/5 
https://blackpresence.co.uk/ 

 

 
Gas Street to the Ganges: Exploring Birmingham’s historical links with the 
Commonwealth 
 
This book by Simon Wilcox was published in 2021. It contains a wealth of valuable information. The 
extracts below are taken from pages 116-8 of Chapter 4: The Caribbean. 
 
Birmingham after Windrush 
 
“Initially, there was hardly a rush to migrate to Britain after HMS Windrush had made its pioneering 
trip. … About 10,000 West Indians entered Britain in 1954. The following year it was 45,000. 
Many made their way to Birmingham. … African Caribbeans now found work at the British Motor 
Corporation in Longbridge and all the nuts and bolts firms, metal rolling mills, car component outfits 
and machine tool companies swimming in its orbit. 
 
One of them was a Jamaican called Henry Gunter… 
… The young man decided to emigrate after a British colonial representative visited Jamaica on a 
recruitment drive for rebuilding the ‘mother country’. he arrived in Birmingham in 1949, where he 
already had friends, and was soon at work at a brass rolling mill in Deritend. 
 
… he was soon encountering the racism that would blight the experience of the growing Black 
Caribbean community in the UK for years to come. In fact, he had moved on from the factory in 
Deritend after challenging the union shop steward over racist verbal abuse of a colleague. 
 
In contrast, he found a more supportive atmosphere at his subsequent places of employment. At 
Moss Gears, the union shop steward encouraged him to become more active in the labour 
movement, and at Larches, he joined the Amalgamated Engineering Union (AEU). Having become a 
member, he was elected as a delegate to the Birmingham Trades Council, the body that brings 
together trade unions from across the city. He was the first ever Black delegate, and given this 
opportunity, he became active in raising awareness of the issues facing Black workers in the city. 
 

https://blackpresence.co.uk/
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Among these was the difficulty Black people faced. In obtaining decent accommodation. In a lead 
article for the newspaper Caribbean News, in February 1953, he hit out at the failure of local 
government to provide decent housing…. 
 
He elaborated on this theme in a more extensive piece he wrote the following year. Entitled ‘A 
Man’s a Man - a study of colour bar in Birmingham, and an answer’, which was published as a 
booklet… In this long essay, he identified racial prejudice as a major contributor to the inability of his 
compatriots to find good places to live. Not only did they end up in substandard housing In the inner 
city wards earmarked for slum clearance, but also local landlords, landladies and boarding house 
keepers were turning them away because of the colour of their skin…. 
 
Moreover, the racism did not stop there, the trained accountant wrote, in his devastating social 
audit of the city. ‘Colonials’ were often refused service in pubs and hotels…… 
 
There had also been the issue about work on the city’s public transport system. Unlike other cities in 
the UK such as London, Birmingham’s Transport Department had initially refused to employ Black 
drivers or conductors on its buses. Only a determined campaign by Henry Gunter, with the help of 
the Birmingham Trades Council and white liberal opinion, managed to get the decision overturned… 
 
Thankfully, the colour bar was soon eradicated by pieces of legislation at the national level. But 
discrimination in its many forms was much harder to stamp out.” 
 
 See pages 119-120 for a summary of positive progress to the present day. 
 

 
Growing up in the Caribbean 
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/50165/birmingham_connection/1787/memories_from_the_is
lands_-_oral_history_project 
 
An introduction by Richard Gallon describing the background to the Memories from the Islands oral 
history project. 
In the spring of 2003, Library Services at Home (LSAH) began work on this project as part of our 
ongoing oral history work and as part of Black History Month. We decided to interview some of the 
service's African Caribbean readers about their experiences of growing up in the Caribbean Islands, 
and coming over to England. 
Copies of the complete recordings and transcriptions are available from LSAH and for reference use 
in the Local Studies and History section of the Library of Birmingham. 
[Click link for 10 interview transcripts ] 
 

 
Birmingham Stories – Faces & Places 
www.connectinghistories.org.uk/birmingham-stories/birmingham-stories-faces-places/ 
 
Click the names for more information. 

 
Henry Gunter 
Henry Gunter (1920-2007), was born in Portland, Jamaica. He studied accountancy at Commercial 
College there and worked in Panama and the U.S.A. He became involved in politics and trades union 
activities and established a newspaper, the Jamaican worker, which he used to protest about 
working conditions and against racism. He came to Birmingham from the U.S.A. in 1949. He joined 

https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/50165/birmingham_connection/1787/memories_from_the_islands_-_oral_history_project
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/50165/birmingham_connection/1787/memories_from_the_islands_-_oral_history_project
http://www.connectinghistories.org.uk/birmingham-stories/birmingham-stories-faces-places/
http://www.search.connectinghistories.org.uk/Details.aspx?&ResourceID=1180
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the Afro-Caribbean Organisation; of which he became Chairman; c.1954. He was also a member of 
the A.E.U. and a delegate from his Union branch to Birmingham Trades Council. In Birmingham he 
continued his campaign against racism by writing and action… 
 
Horace Halliburton 
In 1949, the Birmingham Gazette ran a series of articles highlighting an episode of social unrest that 
took place in the Causeway Green hostel. The disturbances apparently involved Jamaican and Polish 
residents at the hostel. In a large newspaper article, it was Horace Halliburton who spoke out against 
the institutional prejudice and racism that had given rise to the conflict. The paper gives the 
following details of his life… 
 
Mahmood Hashmi 
Mahmood Hashmi is a long established name in Urdu literature with a wide range of publications. He 
graduated from Punjab University and went on to gain a M.A and LL.B from University of Aligarh in 
1943. Before Indian independence in 1947 his short stories , literary criticism and radio dramas 
appeared in leading journals such as Saqi Adabi Dunya and were performed on All India Radio… 
He arrived in Britain in 1953. He gained a postgraduate certificate in education from Leeds 
University, becoming the first black teacher in Birmingham 1956… 
 
Esther Ann Johnson 
‘A Life on Stage’: The Amazing Story of Esther Ann Johnson concerns a Birmingham-born actress 
whose incredible history has now been forgotten in the town where she was raised. It is a tale of 
migration, working class experiences, black history, nineteenth century theatre, and one woman’s 
courageous pursuit of a ‘life on stage’. Born in Birmingham in 1871, Esther Ann Johnson, or ‘Hettie’, 
as she came to be known, would first appear in performances of Uncle Tom’s Cabin in England in 
1892. Passing away as recently as June 19th 1973 in Saint Christopher’s Hospital, Fareham, Hettie 
would live to be 102 years old!… 
 
Malcolm and Marshall Street (1965) 
Malcolm X was known around the world as ‘the angriest Black man in America’ and an inspirational 
speaker on the injustices of America’s treatment of Black people. On a cold Friday in February 1965 
he paid a brief visit to Marshall Street, Smethwick. The day turned out to be one of the last of his life, 
but his visit more than forty years ago still serves to highlight the long-running battle for equality 
fought by people coming to the town… 
 
Sarwan Singh and the Indian Workers Association 
My name is Sarwan Singh. I came to this country in 1960. I have lived all my life in Handsworth and 
worked in Birmingham. I am a member and office bearer of Indian Workers Association from long 
time. Indian Workers Association head office is at 346 Soho Road, Handsworth, Birmingham. 
I came to this country in December 1960 during the Xmas holidays. I arrived from Jersey to 
Southampton by ship and came to Birmingham by train. It was early in the morning. I went to Ballsall 
Heath Road, Balsall Heath, Birmingham by taxi at about 4am… 
 
‘American Slavery to English Ministry’: The Revd. Peter Thomas Stanford 
In 1995 I was investigating the history of Highgate Baptist Church, when a friend brought me details 
of an article he’d noticed in, Birmingham Faces and Places: An Illustrated Local Magazine, April 1894. 
I went to Birmingham Central Library and found the magazine. My first reaction was amazement, 
followed by disbelief! The article, entitled ‘The Revd. Peter Thomas Stanford, “Birmingham’s 
Coloured Preacher”, said that Stanford, an African American ex-slave, was the minister of Hope 
Street Baptist church… 
 

http://www.search.connectinghistories.org.uk/Details.aspx?&ResourceID=1158
http://www.search.connectinghistories.org.uk/Details.aspx?&ResourceID=1160
http://www.search.connectinghistories.org.uk/Details.aspx?&ResourceID=1052
http://www.search.connectinghistories.org.uk/Details.aspx?&ResourceID=1336
http://www.search.connectinghistories.org.uk/Details.aspx?&ResourceID=1339
http://www.search.connectinghistories.org.uk/Details.aspx?&ResourceID=1042
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Birmingham Black Oral History Project 
https://web.archive.org/web/20170727045051/http://www.bbohp.org.uk/ 
https://web.archive.org/web/20190221000049/http://www.bbohp.org.uk/ 
 
This project, based in Handsworth, was set up in 1990 by a group of organisations and individuals 
concerned to preserve the memories of the older generation of black and Asian migrants to 
Birmingham. 
In September 1992 the project published The Land of Money?, a pack consisting of two cassettes of 
recorded interviews together with a booklet including transcriptions of the interviews and related 
photographs. Around the same time the project produced a video of filmed interviews. 
 
This Web site includes all the recorded interviews from The Land of Money? with audio, and the 
video, together with a photo gallery, a bibliography, links to related Web sites, and other material. 
We are currently expanding the scope of the site, to include other material relating to the past 
experiences of black and Asian people in Birmingham. 
 
The Land of Money?  
https://web.archive.org/web/20190303141627/http://www.bbohp.org.uk/bbohp-transcripts.pdf 
Interviews - audio and transcriptions 

• Departure, arrival and first impressions 

• Housing and work 

• Arrival of wives and children; social gatherings; problems 

• Problems at work; changes; identity; 1992 

 
The interviewees 
These biographical notes were written in 1992. 
Zahoor Ahmed was born in Jullandhar, Panjab, India, in 1935. He first came to Britain in 1960. He 
currently works for the Education Department in Birmingham. 
Ryland Campbell was born in St Thomas, Jamaica, in 1932, and came to Britain in 1956. After 
retirement he began to devote his time to his poetry, which he has performed and published widely. 
Carlton Duncan was born in Kingston, Jamaica, in 1941. He came to Britain in 1961. Whilst at 
university he became a successful dancer, performing in Britain and abroad. He gave up dancing to 
pursue a career in teaching, and became the first black head teacher in Britain. 
Sakiina Haaruun was born in St Catherine, Jamaica, in 1952. She came to Britain in 1966. She 
currently works for the Department of Social Services as a Training Officer dealing with mental 
health and substance abuse. 
Nurul Hoque was born in Sylhet (then in Pakistan, now in Bangladesh) in 1926. He came to Britain in 
1957, and worked as a caster-operator until he retired in 1991. He has for many years worked 
voluntarily with and for the Bangladeshi community in Birmingham. 
Avtar Singh Jouhl was born in Jandiala, Panjab, India, in 1937. He came to Britain in 1958. He has 
been active in the trade union movement since his arrival here. At present he is the General 
Secretary of the Indian Workers' Association (UK), and a national executive member of the National 
Association of Teachers in Further and Higher Education. He lectures at the Trade Union Studies 
Centre, Hall Green College, in Birmingham. 
Saji Kaur was born in Malaysia in 1954, her parents having moved there from India. She came to 
Britain in 1973. She is a teacher, and head of the history department of a Birmingham 
comprehensive school. 
Esme Lancaster was born in Wilmington, Jamaica, in 1917. She came to Britain in 1950, and worked 
as a social worker until her retirement. Since the project recorded her memories, Esme has returned 
to live in Jamaica. 

https://web.archive.org/web/20170727045051/http:/www.bbohp.org.uk/
https://web.archive.org/web/20190221000049/http:/www.bbohp.org.uk/
https://web.archive.org/web/20190303141627/http:/www.bbohp.org.uk/bbohp-transcripts.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20190216022803/http:/www.bbohp.org.uk/node/42
https://web.archive.org/web/20190216022803/http:/www.bbohp.org.uk/node/43
https://web.archive.org/web/20190216022803/http:/www.bbohp.org.uk/node/44
https://web.archive.org/web/20190216022803/http:/www.bbohp.org.uk/node/45
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Badrun Nesa Pasha was born in Mymensinga, Bangladesh, in 1939. She came to Britain in 1963, and 
worked as a social worker for 15 years. She is currently employed as a senior social worker with 
Birmingham Education Department. 
Joan Proctor-Monroe was born in McKenzie, Guyana, in 1934. She came to Britain in 1956, and is 
currently the Afro-Caribbean Project Coordinator for the Aquarius project. 
Frank Scantlebury was born in Barbados in 1931. He came to Britain in 1955, and worked for British 
Rail until his retirement. He is currently studying theology at Birmingham University. 
Ranjit Sondhi was born in Ferozepur, Panjab, India, in 1950, and came to Britain in 1966, to be a 
pupil at Bedford School. He was a founder member of the Asian Resource Centre in Handsworth, and 
is now a lecturer at Westhill College in Birmingham. 
 
Original introduction to The Land of Money? 
https://web.archive.org/web/20190218162830/http://www.bbohp.org.uk/node/9 

Black* people owe their presence in Britain to slavery and colonialism. British "adventurers" were 

engaged in the slave trade even before Britain had acquired its colonies. With financial backing from 

British entrepreneurs, they soon surpassed the Spanish and Portuguese in the slave economy. It is 

estimated that between 1445 and 1870 approximately 40-50 million people were taken from Africa 

through the slave trade. During the same period, the "Jewel of the Crown", India, was discovered 

and subjected to political domination and economic exploitation. Thus the link between Britain, 

Africa, the Caribbean and the Indian sub-continent is centuries old. Nor is the presence of black 

people in Britain a recent phenomenon; it dates back 500 years. In the seventeenth and eighteenth 

centuries, young black people were brought to Britain as slaves and servants, while others came on 

their own initiative. 

Later, black migrants came to live and work in Britain in large numbers as a result of the demand for 

labour in the 1950s and 1960s, responding to invitations by Britain, often through recruitment drives 

in their homelands. They came from diverse backgrounds and possessed a range of experiences and 

skills. Although they shared the experience of colonialism, they were often stranger to each other 

than they were to the "Mother Country". They were largely a rural people, from an agrarian society, 

to whom collective living and the support of the extended family was crucial. Once in Britain, 

urbanisation slowly eroded the migrant family structure. 

In Britain, black migrants were channelled into low-paid unskilled work shunned by the indigenous 

white people. Many of them had to discard their skills or retrain in the face of the only available 

places in the labour market. As recounted in the following pages, they arrived to find a "colour-bar" 

operating, whereby they were not only given the worst jobs but also discriminated against in public 

places and in their quest for housing. Faced by such discrimination, black people turned towards 

themselves, giving support and assistance to each other. Through their hard work, industry and 

resilience they were able to survive. 

Although the original vision of black migrants was to make material gains and return to the 

homeland, few were able to translate this into reality. The following accounts not only reflect the 

diversity of origin of the migrants, but also describe the differences in the migrants' view of Britain, 

their expectations on arrival, their actual experiences, motivations and intentions. Most of all, they 

capture the struggle of black people to establish their communities within the broader canvas of 

British society. 

The aim of the cassettes and publication is to stimulate thought and interest, and to raise questions. 

They do not provide a comprehensive account of the lives of black migrants. For example, they do 

https://web.archive.org/web/20190218162830/http:/www.bbohp.org.uk/node/9
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not look at the formation of organisations established by black people to challenge racism and 

discrimination. What they do seek to do is to capture and present a view from within: an account of 

and by the migrants themselves. 

The interviews recorded here were carried out during 1990-1992 by the Birmingham Black Oral 

History Project. 

* In this publication the term "black" is used to refer to people from South Asia, Africa and the 

Caribbean. 

TRANSCRIPTION OF CASSETTE 1 SIDE A Preface  
Avtar Singh Jouhl:  
My children born in this country, brought up in this country, outside they are migrant. So the whole 
issue, a white person will say, "migrant", "Where you come from?" I tell you the stories, it goes like 
this, "Where you are from?", "Birmingham", and in Bob Purkiss' case, "Winchester", "No, no, no I 
mean where you are from?" "Winchester England" "No, no, no where I mean, I mean where you 
from?" Bob Purkiss used to say, "But I am bloody from England!" and still it is "Oh no, no, no I mean, 
we mean oh West Indies." Like this [laughs] and this is still for the generation after generation it goes 
on "Where you from?" and the other thing that the racist slogans are "Go home!" We say, "Go home 
where?" So these are the issues which carries on and it is perpetuating issues of immigration 
 
TV video-clips 
https://web.archive.org/web/20170728041527/http://www.bbohp.org.uk/node/25 
We know that these clips mostly focus on the negative aspects of black people's lives in Birmingham 
- but that's what interested the TV companies. 
[From 1964 to 2000] 

 

Select bibliography 

Across all boundaries - 25 years of Asian Resource Centre in Birmingham (link to PDF version), 

Birmingham Asian Resource Centre, 2003 

A Day in the Life: A Black Heritage Trail of the West Midlands, David Callaghan (author), Barbara 

Willis-Brown (editor), SCAWDI, 2011 

Colonial immigrants in a British city, by John Rex and Sally Tomlinson, Routledge, 1979 

Five Birmingham Poets, by Eric Doumerc, 2006 

From Bangladesh to Birmingham - the history of Bangladeshis in Birmingham, by Yousuf Choudhury 

and Peter Drake, Birmingham Library Services, 2001 

Home Front, photos by Derek Bishton and John Reardon, Jonathan Cape, 1984 

Race, community and conflict: a study of Sparkbrook, by John Rex and Robert Moore, Institute of 

Race Relations, 1967 

Staying Power: The History of Black People in Britain, by Peter Fryer, Pluto Press, 1984 

Talking blues: the black community speaks about its relationship with the police, by Derek Bishton 

and others, AFFOR, 1982 

The divisive decade - a history of Caribbean immigration to Birmingham in the 1950s, by Peter L 

Edmead, Birmingham Library Services. 1999 

 

 

Birmingham’s Windrush Generation 
https://www.birminghammuseums.org.uk/school_resources?school_topic=228 
 
Who are the Windrush Generation? 

https://web.archive.org/web/20170728041527/http:/www.bbohp.org.uk/node/25
https://web.archive.org/web/20170728041404/http:/www.geoffwilkins.net/anniv-book.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20170728041404/http:/www.amazon.co.uk/Day-Life-Black-Heritage-Midlands/dp/0956701019
https://web.archive.org/web/20170728041404/http:/www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/B0021XU7ZW?ie=UTF8&tag=someparadanan-21&linkCode=as2&camp=1634&creative=6738&creativeASIN=B0021XU7ZW
https://web.archive.org/web/20170728041404/http:/www.lulu.com/gb/en/shop/eric-doumerc/five-birmingham-poets/paperback/product-367008.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20170728041404/http:/www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/0709302363?ie=UTF8&tag=someparadanan-21&linkCode=as2&camp=1634&creative=6738&creativeASIN=0709302363
https://web.archive.org/web/20170728041404/http:/www.amazon.co.uk/Home-Front-Derek-Bishton/dp/0224022555/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1326793504&sr=1-1
https://web.archive.org/web/20170728041404/http:/www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/B0017HA8KW?ie=UTF8&tag=someparadanan-21&linkCode=as2&camp=1634&creative=6738&creativeASIN=B0017HA8KW
https://web.archive.org/web/20170728041404/http:/www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/0861047494?ie=UTF8&tag=someparadanan-21&linkCode=as2&camp=1634&creative=6738&creativeASIN=0861047494
https://web.archive.org/web/20170728041404/http:/www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/0907127053?ie=UTF8&tag=someparadanan-21&linkCode=as2&camp=1634&creative=6738&creativeASIN=0907127053
https://web.archive.org/web/20170728041404/http:/www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/0709302290?ie=UTF8&tag=someparadanan-21&linkCode=as2&camp=1634&creative=6738&creativeASIN=0709302290
https://www.birminghammuseums.org.uk/school_resources?school_topic=228
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An estimated 500,000 people now living in the UK arrived between 1948 and 1971 from Caribbean 
countries. This group of people has been called the Windrush Generation. Many people settled in 
Birmingham, finding jobs in industries such as manufacturing and the NHS. 
 
Windrush and The Birmingham Black Oral History Project 
Find out more about this project on our Birmingham's Windrush Generation schools resource page. 
 
The Birmingham Black Oral History Project 
https://www.birminghammuseums.org.uk/school_resources/birmingham-s-windrush-
generation?fbclid=IwAR13weR4cU7aCgdwbV2IpsdbW_eeK0fc-IyTEAYxnggvp-2rp-xIWGWe9mI 
 
In the 1990’s The Birmingham Black Oral History Project (BBOHP) was created in Handsworth to 
record the stories and lives of people from the Windrush Generation and people who came to 
Birmingham from places like India. 
These stories were recorded as ‘Oral Histories’, a recorded interview with a person about their life, 
experiences and memories. An Oral History gives us a unique window into a period of history that 
we can’t experience for ourselves and allows us to hear the voices of the past. These are particularly 
in-depth recordings as they were given as ‘Life Testimonies’, covering the participants’ entire life 
story. 
These recordings are now all stored in the museum’s Sound Archive for us to preserve and learn 
from. 
You will find a profile link for each person in the archive from the Windrush Generation and a link to 
where you can listen to their story on our City Sound Archive. This list will be added to as more 
recordings become available. 
 
Interviews with Local People:  
Mrs Eunice McGhie-Belgrave MBE 
Ryland Campbell 
Frank Scantlebury 
Carlton Duncan 
Esme Lancaster MBE 
 
Warning: These recordings include racially explicit content, including discussions of racism, prejudice 
and violence; racially explicit language; and language and phrasing that we would not use today. 
Some of this content might be unsuitable for younger listeners or triggering for People of Colour. 
 

 

Birmingham Stories: local histories of migration and settlement and the 
practice of history 
Kevin Myers & Ian Grosvenor, 1 Sep 2011, In: Midland History. 36, 2, p. 149-162 14 p. 
https://research.birmingham.ac.uk/portal/files/21101084/myers_et_al_Birmingham_Stories_Midla
nd_History_2011.pdf 
 
Over the last decade research on the history of ethnic minority migrant communities in Birmingham 
and the West Midlands has grown with investigations looking at postwar migration and settlement; 
‘race’ thinking and racism; social movements and community activists; faith communities; national 
identity; issues of surveillance; the local state; public histories and narratives of the city; urban 
histories and sources; and visual evidence and history. Much of this research has been matched by 
the presentation of a sustained argument for new narratives of the city’s (and by implication the 
nation’s) history which recognizes that there is a need for a radical transformation of social memory 
in order to better reflect the cultural diversity and difference that is a part of everyday lived reality. 

https://www.birminghammuseums.org.uk/school_resources/birmingham-s-windrush-generation?fbclid=IwAR13weR4cU7aCgdwbV2IpsdbW_eeK0fc-IyTEAYxnggvp-2rp-xIWGWe9mI
https://www.birminghammuseums.org.uk/school_resources/birmingham-s-windrush-generation?fbclid=IwAR13weR4cU7aCgdwbV2IpsdbW_eeK0fc-IyTEAYxnggvp-2rp-xIWGWe9mI
https://research.birmingham.ac.uk/portal/files/21101084/myers_et_al_Birmingham_Stories_Midland_History_2011.pdf
https://research.birmingham.ac.uk/portal/files/21101084/myers_et_al_Birmingham_Stories_Midland_History_2011.pdf
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This article aims to do two things: first to summarise research to date on the ethnic minority history 
of Birmingham and to locate it within a historiography that goes back to Eric Williams, Capitalism 
and Slavery (1938); and second to look at the nature of the historical practice associated with writing 
local histories of migration and settlement and by doing so to relate this practice to Edward Said’s 
(2003) idea of ‘communities of interpretation’ and the role of historians in contemporary society. 
 
Extract: 
The first substantive academic study which focused on the history of the black presence in 
Birmingham was Simon Taylor’s A Land of Dreams (1993). Taylor’s book was an ethnographic study 
of two first-generation migrant communities: the settlement of East European Jews in the East End 
of London and the growth of an African-Caribbean community in Birmingham. An account of 
migration and settlement had been included in Sutcliffe and Smith’s Birmingham, 1939–1970 (1974), 
but Taylor presented the first historical study which concerned itself with the experiences of a 
migrant community as opposed to local responses to ‘newcomers’. 
This was followed in 1997 by Ian Grosvenor’s Assimilating Identities: Racism and Educational Policy 
in Post 1945 Britain. The book included a detailed account of the educational experience of black 
youngsters in the 1960s and argued for a more inclusive history of Birmingham. Grosvenor returned 
to this argument on several occasions, and between 2007 and 2009 led the AHRC-funded knowledge 
transfer project Birmingham Stories with Andy Green and Kevin Searle. This project built on the 
experience of the HLF Connected Histories project and shared historical research on Birmingham’s 
black British history and broader historical themes linked to cultural diversity with community 
groups and heritage practitioners. 
 
Contributions to the historiography of the black presence in Birmingham have not been confined to 
written texts alone. One of the most important contributions, which will be discussed in depth, is the 
Philip Donnellan and Charles Parker documentary film for the BBC, The Colony (1964). The film 
documented the experiences of a group of West Indians new to Handsworth, Birmingham in the late 
1950s and early 1960s. From Negative Stereotype to Positive Image was the title of an exhibition in 
the city in 1993 which juxtaposed images from three Birmingham photographers — Sir Benjamin 
Stone, Ernest Dyche and Vanley Burke — taken between the 1890s and the 1990s to illustrate very 
different photographic practices, from the imperial gaze of ethnographic ‘typing’ (including 
photographs of schools in the Caribbean) to black photo-documentary. The effect was to draw 
attention to the processes of ‘othering’ — the capturing on film of unnamed colonial subjects as part 
of an imperial project to order and catalogue knowledge about the world, the migration and 
exchange of such images in the empire, their arrival in metropolitan collections, which in turn gave 
authority to what the image represented, and the questioning of such representations by 
juxtaposing images taken of and by the black community in 1990s Birmingham. A second exhibition, 
Being Here, drawing on the Dyche archive, was organised by Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery in 
1996. Black film makers in the 1970s and 1980s also collected together historical sources and 
subverted documentary modes and conventions in order to explore the construction of a 
multicultural image of Britain. John Akomfrah’s Handsworth Songs (1986), produced by the Black 
Audio Film Collective, dealt with race, memory, identity and Britain’s colonial past. It argued that 
‘there are no stories in the [1985] riots, only the ghost of other stories’, and it summoned up some 
of these ghosts using historical footage of Birmingham including a 1937 Labour Day procession, 
hopeful migrants arriving in the 1950s, Malcolm X on a visit to the city in the 1960s and an anti-
National Front demonstration in Handsworth in 1977. Images such as those produced by Burke and 
Akomfrah, as Bailey and Hall have observed, do not necessarily stabilise earlier and more 
problematic images, but as Gen Doy reflected, the archive remains the determining discourse if ‘we 
do not take account of the histories of the subjects in the archive as articulated by the subjects 
themselves’. What is clear is that in teachers’ centres, classrooms, libraries and community centres 
over the last thirty years, individuals and groups have sought to find stories buried in the archive or 



57 
 

locked inside people’s memories in order to articulate a different discourse, one which offers other 
versions of Birmingham’s past. 
 

 

Windrush Stories 
Explorations of race, migration & culture 
British Library 
https://www.bl.uk/windrush 
 
In June 1948 the Empire Windrush arrived at Tilbury Docks, Essex carrying hundreds of people from 
the Caribbean. 70 years on, Windrush Stories invites us to consider a longer, more complicated and 
ongoing relationship between Britain and the Caribbean. 
 
‘How come England did not know me?’: Recording Andrea Levy for Authors’ Lives 
https://www.bl.uk/windrush/articles/recording-andrea-levy-for-authors-lives 
Audio extracts 
 
Sarah O’Reilly has been recording life story interviews with writers since 2007 for NLS’s Authors’ 
Lives project. Here she reflects on a recording she made with the novelist Andrea Levy in 2014. 
2020 
 
Amy and Winston Levy’s arrival in Britain 
https://www.bl.uk/windrush/articles/recording-andrea-levy-for-authors-lives 
 
When Andrea Levy’s parents came to Britain in 1948, her father on the Empire Windrush, her 
mother on a banana producer’s boat, they brought with them an idea of England that had been 
nurtured in the colonial classrooms of Jamaica. 
Shock was common amongst the British subjects who arrived from Jamaica in large numbers around 
this time. So too was disappointment, as diaries kept by Andrea’s father revealed to her years later. 
 
Related Collection Items 

• Andrea Levy on finding her father's diaries 

• Andrea Levy on her mother's shock upon arriving in England 

• Andrea Levy on the need to find out her history 

• Winston Levy’s Jamaica shirt 

• Postcard of Empire Windrush purchased by Winston Levy whilst on board 

• BBC newscript reports on the arrival of the Empire Windrush, 22 June 1948 

• Photograph of Empire Windrush passengers at Tilbury Docks 

• Photograph of John Hazel, Harold Wilmot and John Richards at Tilbury Docks, June 1948 

• Manuscript drafts for Windrush Songs by James Berry 

• Letter from Vincent Reid to Andrew Salkey discussing the Black Power Movement in the UK, 21 
August 1968 

 
Related Teaching Resources  
Black literature timeline (poster) 
 
Related People 
Andrea Levy 
 

 

https://www.bl.uk/windrush
https://www.bl.uk/windrush/articles/recording-andrea-levy-for-authors-lives
https://www.bl.uk/windrush/articles/recording-andrea-levy-for-authors-lives
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/andrea-levy-on-finding-her-fathers-diaries
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/andrea-levy-on-her-mothers-shock-upon-arriving-in-england
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/andrea-levy-on-the-need-to-find-out-her-history
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/winston-levys-jamaica-shirt
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/postcard-of-empire-windrush-purchased-on-board-ship-by-winston-levy
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/bbc-newscript-reports-on-the-arrival-of-the-empire-windrush-22-june-1948
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/photograph-of-empire-windrush-passengers-at-tilbury-docks
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/photograph-of-john-hazel-harold-wilmot-and-john-richards-at-tilbury-docks-june-1948
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/manuscript-drafts-for-windrush-songs-by-james-berry
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/letter-from-vincent-reid-to-andrew-salkey
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/letter-from-vincent-reid-to-andrew-salkey
https://www.bl.uk/teaching-resources/black-literature-timeline-poster
https://www.bl.uk/people/andrea-levy
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Black Handsworth: race in 1980s Britain 
Book by Kieran Connell, 2019 
 
In Black Handsworth, Kieran Connell demonstrates how a north-western suburb of Birmingham 
became a highly localized product of a ‘black globality’ based on an intensely ‘diasporan 
consciousness’. Connell shows how the racism and inequalities of the period he conceptualizes as 
the ‘long 1980s’ were navigated by the African Caribbean community through local politics, art, 
photography, music, theatre, and Handsworth’s sites of leisure and sociability. By zoning in on 
Handsworth as a case study, the reader is shown how the ‘black everyday’ of postcolonial 
communities was shaped, on one level, by the racism of late twentieth-century British society but 
also, on another level, by feelings of solidarity and shared experiences across borders.... 
 

 

How to Research Black History 
http://www.connectinghistories.org.uk/learning/how-to-research-black-history/ 
 
How to Research Black History is designed to introduce you to a wide range of historical sources for 
researching black history. It is arranged in three parts: 
 
Sources – here you will find a variety of historical documents and artefacts including material from 
archive, library, and museum collections and the landscape and buildings around us. Behind each 
image in the montage are three examples of a particular type of information resource. Before you 
explore the sources you should read the commentary which will explain the wider context for the 
sources and introduce issues of which you should be aware when undertaking research. As these 
commentaries are only our interpretation of the sources, and yours may well be different, we have 
also provided a notepad facility so that you can write you own interpretation of the material. 
 
The Case Study gives an example of how we attempted to answer a particular historical puzzle by 
trying to identify a black school girl who lived in Birmingham in 1913. Again, read the commentary to 
see where we started and where we found the sources to help us. Then explore the sources we used 
through the clicking on the images in the montage. 
 
Resources lists books and websites that you might find useful in starting your own research. 
 
Sources 
Each of the images below connects to an historical source for the study of black history. Read the 
commentary to know more about these sources and how they can be used and click on the images 
to see the full image and other similar examples. To make your own notes click the right button. 
Go to the website to connect to the images 
 

 

Articles in Midland History, Volume 36, Issue 2 (2011) 
[access fee or free via HE institution] 

 
Introduction: Ethnic Community Histories in the Midlands 
Malcolm Dick & Rajinder Dudrah 
'The Anarchy of Empire': Reimagining Birmingham's Civic Gospel 
Andy Green 
The Black Presence in the West Midlands, 1650–1918 
D I Callaghan 

http://www.connectinghistories.org.uk/learning/how-to-research-black-history/
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Birmingham Anglo-Jewry c. 1780 to c. 1880: Origins, Experiences and Representations 
Malcolm Dick 
Representing Race and Place: Black Midlanders on Television in the 1960s and 1970s 
Paul Long 
British Bhangra Music as Soundscapes of the Midlands 
Rajinder Dudrah 
Remembering the Alum Rock Road: Reputational Geographies and Spatial Biographies 
David Parker & Christian Karner 
 

 

Researching race in contemporary Britain 
https://www.historyworkshop.org.uk/researching-race-in-contemporary-britain/ 
Kieran Connell 2019  
 
[extract] 

For my undergraduate dissertation, by adopting a tight focus on Handsworth, an inner-city area of 

Birmingham akin to Sparkhill, Sparkbrook and Balsall Heath, I aimed to historicise the accounts of 

race in contemporary Britain that had been developed by Paul Gilroy, Stuart Hall and others working 

in cultural studies.  Handsworth had a particularly large African-Caribbean community, and was 

lodged in the national imaginary thanks to rioting that took place there in 1981 and 1985.  Given 

Handsworth’s subsequent presence on the front pages of national newspapers and as the object of 

various inquiries, I hoped this would provide my dissertation with its archival base.  It was an 

approach I expanded at MA level and then for a Ph.D thesis.  In many ways, it remained the guiding 

rationale for what has become my first book, Black Handsworth: race in 1980s Britain. 

 

 

Miranda Kaufmann: Historian, Author, Raconteuse 
http://www.mirandakaufmann.com/ 
 
Three ways of saying the same thing-  I like telling stories. I also like digging for the truth. Or as near 
to it as anyone is likely to get.  
As a historian, I've found evidence of over 360 Africans in Renaissance Britain, worked with 
the National Trust and English Heritage and contributed entries to the Oxford Companion to Black 
British History and the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography. My first book, Black Tudors: The 
Untold Story, was published by Oneworld in October 2017. The TV rights were optioned  in 2017 by 
Silverprint Pictures and the book was shortlisted for the Wolfson History Prize and the Nayef Al-
Rodhan Prize in 2018. I'm currently conducting research for my next book, Heiresses: The Caribbean 
Marriage Trade, which will be published by Oneworld.  
And I've just launched a Black Tudors: The Untold Story FREE online course with FutureLearn.  
Have a look round my site, where you can find my blog, videos, podcasts, latest news and my 
published articles.  
Read my latest blog. 
The exciting new FREE online Black Tudors: The Untold Story course I've co-created with FutureLearn 
is NOW OPEN for enrolment.  
I wrote a piece  in The Telegraph: Yes, there were black Tudors – and they lived fascinating 
lives:  Ahead of Channel 5's new Anne Boleyn drama, Dr Miranda Kaufmann examines the role 
people of African descent played in Tudor society 
The recordings from What's Happening in Black British History? Books on 29th April  are now 
available -  you read my guide to the day here.   
I've written a 2-part blog on how we can get more Black British History into our classrooms- read 

https://www.historyworkshop.org.uk/researching-race-in-contemporary-britain/
https://www.historyworkshop.org.uk/author/kconnell/
https://www.ucpress.edu/book/9780520300682/black-handsworth
http://www.mirandakaufmann.com/
http://www.mirandakaufmann.com/history.html
http://www.mirandakaufmann.com/3/post/2013/09/writing-letters-from-sutton-house-to-influential-black-londoners-c1507-1912.html
http://www.mirandakaufmann.com/ehslaveryconnections.html
http://www.mirandakaufmann.com/oxfordcompanion.html
http://www.mirandakaufmann.com/oxfordcompanion.html
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/107145
http://www.mirandakaufmann.com/black-tudors.html
http://www.mirandakaufmann.com/black-tudors.html
http://www.mirandakaufmann.com/blog/my-first-book-black-tudors-will-be-published-by-oneworld-in-autumn-2016
http://www.wolfson.org.uk/history-prize/2018-prize/
https://www.britac.ac.uk/news/2018-nayef-al-rodhan-prize-shortlist
https://www.britac.ac.uk/news/2018-nayef-al-rodhan-prize-shortlist
http://www.mirandakaufmann.com/blog/ive-got-a-new-book-deal
http://www.mirandakaufmann.com/blog/ive-got-a-new-book-deal
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/black-tudors
http://www.mirandakaufmann.com/blog.html
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/black-tudors
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2021/06/01/yes-black-tudors-lived-fascinating-lives/
https://www.sas.ac.uk/videos-and-podcasts/culture-language-and-literature/what-s-happening-black-british-history-books
http://www.mirandakaufmann.com/blog/cant-wait-for-whats-happening-in-black-british-history-books-on-thursday-29th-april-heres-whats-in-store
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it here. 
I'm working with secondary school teachers to get Black Tudors into the classroom by producing free 
to use downloadable resources.  
I'm excited to be the Lead Historian on the Colonial Countryside project, looking at connections 
between National Trust houses, Caribbean enslavement and the East India Company.  
 

 

Birmingham Black heritage sources 
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/50134/archives_and_collections/1580/black_history_collecti
on/5 
 
The following is a source list of those materials held in the Birmingham and Local Studies collections 
relating to a study of Birmingham’s place in British Black heritage. The Birmingham and Local Studies 
collections are designated repositories of printed resources pertaining to the cultural and historic 
development of the city. 
 
Guides for finding materials 

1. Black History collection subject guide (please consult staff for further information) 
2. Slavery/anti-slavery resources guide which gives reference to the anti-slavery pamphlet 

collection. Entries for these texts can also be found via the online catalogue (Spydus). 
(Please consult staff for further information) 

3. Birmingham Stories source guides - stored in the Heritage Research Area quick reference 
sequence plus on-line via www.connectinghistories.org.uk 

4. Black History sources in Birmingham City Archives (BCOL 21.85) 
5. Making Connections Birmingham Black International History(BCOL 21.85) 

 
The open access Black History Collection is located on level 4 of the Library of Birmingham.  
 
Birmingham Black heritage sources 
The following is a source list of those materials held in the Birmingham and Local Studies collections 

relating to a study of Birmingham’s place in British Black heritage. The Birmingham and Local Studies 

collections are designated repositories of printed resources pertaining to the cultural and historic 

development of the city. 

 
Community profiles 
The African Caribbean Community in Birmingham. (1995). LF 21.85. 

 

Articles and journals [extracts] 
Birmingham Historian, Quaker Lloyds, Bingley and Slavery, 

Bill Ainsworth. Issue 28, Spring 2006. 

50.6 Birmingham Collection and LBF 50.6. 

Birmingham Historian. West Indies in the Archives, 

Fiona Tait. Issue 15, pages 17 to 20. 

50.6 Birmingham Collection and LBF 50.6. 

 

Newspaper cuttings 

Birmingham Ethnic Community newscuttings, 1954 to August 2005. 

Reclassified as Black Communities from August 2005 onwards. 

 

http://www.mirandakaufmann.com/blog/black-history-matters-changing-what-happens-in-our-classrooms-part-1
http://www.mirandakaufmann.com/blog/teaching-black-tudors
https://www2.le.ac.uk/departments/english/creativewriting/centre/colonial-countryside-project
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/50134/archives_and_collections/1580/black_history_collection/5
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/50134/archives_and_collections/1580/black_history_collection/5
http://www.connectinghistories.org.uk/
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Texts 

Ashu, Frederick Ebot. New African Leaders: Contribution of Africans in Birmingham from 1950 - 

traditional stories of Africans in Birmingham, UK. (2012). Birmingham Collection 21.85 and LF 21.85. 

Birmingham City Council. Revd. Peter Thomas Stanford – The Life of Birmingham’s First Black 

Minister. (2011). LP 78.1 STA. 

Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery. Breaking the Chains – James Watt and slavery: The untold 
story. (2020). LP 50.102. 
Bishton, Derek and Reardon, John. Home Front. (1984). Birmingham Collection 21.85 and L 21.85. 

British Soviet Society. The British Soviet Society (B’ham Branch) Presents Paul Robeson at the 

Birmingham Town Hall, 21 May 1949. LP 22.41 

Brown, John. Policing by Multi-Racial Consent, the Handsworth experience. (1982). L9.1. 

Callaghan, David. Day in the Life: a Black Heritage Trail of the West Midlands. (2011). Birmingham 

Collection 21.85 and LP 21.85. 

Courtman, Sandra. A Journey Through the Imperial Gaze: Birmingham’s Photographic Collections 

and its Caribbean Nexus. (2004). LF 21.85. 

Edmead, Peter L. The Divisive Decade. (1999). Birmingham Collection 21.85 and LF 21.85. 

Flett, Hazel. Black Council Tenants in Birmingham. Working Papers on Ethnic Relations. No. 12, 1979. 

LF 21.85. 

Griffiths, Peter. A Question of Colour. (1966). L 21.85. Chapter on the 1964 election in Smethwick. 

Grosvenor, McLean and Roberts. Making Connections: Birmingham’s Black International History. 

(2002). Birmingham Collection 21.85 and L 21.85 

Grosvenor, Ian and Chapman, Rob. West Africa, West Indies, West Midlands. Book to accompany 

exhibition.(1982). Birmingham Collection 21.85 and LF 21.85. 

Gunter, Henry. A Man’s a Man – the Colour Bar in Birmingham and an Answer. (1954). 

L 21.85.  

Hall, Catherine. Civilising Subjects: Metropole and Colony in the English Imagination, 1830 to 1861. 

(2002). L 21.851. Section on Birmingham – Mapping the Midland Metropolis. 

Hall, Clive (ed.), Three Continents, One History: Birmingham, the Transatlantic Slave Trade and the 

Caribbean. (c 2008). Birmingham Collection 21.851 and L 21.851. 

Jones, Simon. Black Culture, White Youth - Reggae Tradition From JA to UK. (1988). L 21.85 

Chapter on the Birmingham context. 

Madden, Ann. From Paradise to Motherland. A Reminiscence pack to assist Birmingham’s post-war 

Caribbean immigrants in recalling their pasts. (1993). LF 21.85. 

Price, Doreen and Thiara, Ravi. The Land of Money? Personal accounts by post-war Black migrants to 

Birmingham.(1992). LP 21.85 PRI 

Sanders, John. Immigration … The Incredible Folly. (1965). L 21.85. 

Scawdi. History Detectives: Black People in the West Midlands, 1650 – 1918. (2010). LP 21.85. 

Searle, Kevin. Guess Who Came to Dinner ..... the Stories of Black Mixed Race Families in Birmingham 

during the 1950s and 1960s. (200?). LP 21.85. 

Sherwood, Marika. Malcolm X Visits Abroad. References to the 1965 visit to Smethwick. (2011). L 

21.85. 

Weaver, Gordon. Conan Doyle and the Parson’s Son: the George Edalji Case. (2006). L 43 EDA. 
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The Slave Trade 
 

 

Teach British children about the country’s slave trade history, public say 
The Independent, 22 October 2021. 
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/black-history-month-slavery-ipsos-

b1943199.html?fbclid=IwAR0n7M5f_Zjr-Llll3nc-zPEBhfSTKWtSJZf5NCXpgU2nrWUMELLRvvO3jo 

 

The majority of Britons want schools to teach children about Britain’s involvement in the slave trade 
and its impact in the world today, according to new research. 
A survey by Ipsos Mori to mark Black History Month shows strong support for educating children in 
both primary and secondary schools 
 

 
Teaching and learning about the Slave Trade 
https://www.tidegloballearning.net/primary-early-years/teaching-and-learning-about-slave-trade 
 

Resources recommended by Tide~ global learning   
https://www.tidegloballearning.net/ 
TIDE (Teachers In Development Education) is a Birmingham-based teachers' network and a charity 
that promotes the idea that young people have an entitlement to global learning.  Strategically the 
core idea has been about teachers and other education practitioners coming together to engage 
with global issues … and the needs of learners in that context.  The primary driver has been about 
the professional role of teachers and quality learning and offering 'creative spaces' for curriculum 
development.  That remains our priority.  
 
1. Useful articles: Implications for teaching about the Slave Trade 
Given the controversial and sensitive nature of this issue, our teaching approaches are key to 
students' learning experiences. We particularly recommend the Berenice Miles article about key 
principles and pitfalls as a 'must-read' for anyone planning to teach about the Slave Trade. 
 
2. Teaching resources 
A selection of current material [printed and on-line] … much of this has been produced to coincide 
with the anniversary and includes good quality source material and photocopiable activities. 
 
3. Exploring local connections 
How we explore our local connections to this issue is a key challenge for teaching and learning. This 
issue had implications for the development of towns and cities across the UK. This section 
particularly includes material specific to Birmingham and the wider region but illustrates the scope 
and importance of exploring local perspectives as an integral part of the learning process. 
 
4. Background information 
A selection of particularly useful starting points for further research. 
 
5. Related publications supporting global learning through history 
Some recommended materials. 
 
1. Useful articles: Implications for teaching about the Slave Trade 

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/black-history-month-slavery-ipsos-b1943199.html?fbclid=IwAR0n7M5f_Zjr-Llll3nc-zPEBhfSTKWtSJZf5NCXpgU2nrWUMELLRvvO3jo
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/black-history-month-slavery-ipsos-b1943199.html?fbclid=IwAR0n7M5f_Zjr-Llll3nc-zPEBhfSTKWtSJZf5NCXpgU2nrWUMELLRvvO3jo
https://www.tidegloballearning.net/primary-early-years/teaching-and-learning-about-slave-trade
https://www.tidegloballearning.net/
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Given the controversial and sensitive nature of this issue, our teaching approaches are key to 
students' learning experiences. We particularly recommend the Berenice Miles article about key 
principles and pitfalls as a 'must-read' for anyone planning to teach about the Slave Trade. 
 
Teaching about the abolition of the Atlantic slave trade: principles to adopt, pitfalls to avoid  
Berenice Miles 
Berenice suggests ten principles for teaching about this issue. The article stresses the importance of 
a broad framework that puts "respect for the dignity of all pupils" at its heart and advocates an 
approach that can be used within the context of combating racism in education and of developing 
inclusive schools. 
A copy of this can be downloaded by clicking here: 
https://www.tidegloballearning.net/sites/default/files/uploads/Berenice%20Miles.pdf 
 
2. Teaching Resources 
 
Anti-Slavery International 
Excellent site for background information and teaching ideas. The section ‘Breaking the silence’ ~ 
Learning about the Transatlantic Slave Trade, is particularly useful.  www.antislavery.org 
 
Ending slavery: an unfinished business 
A resource pack for citizenship, history and RE, Church Mission Society and Citizenship Foundation, 
2007.  Aimed at Yrs 9/10. Looks at key historical campaigners and explores slavery today.  Can be 
downloaded from  www.citizenshipfoundation.org.uk/lib_res_pdf/0577.pdf 
 
Equiano: An Education Pack for History and Citizenship 
Produced as part of The Equiano Project, a partnership between The Equiano Society and 
Birmingham City Council, 2007.  The pack responds to the requirements of the revised 2008 
Curriculum, to include more diversity in the teaching of History. It includes eight lesson plans, 
reproductions of original source material, woodcut illustrations and activity sheets. Supplementary 
materials are contained on a CD Rom. Sample extracts are available from the website.  
www.equiano.org/schools.html 
 
Freedom: A history and citizenship KS3 resource to investigate the Transatlantic slave trade 
National Maritime Museum 
Part of the Understanding Initiative where teachers, community workers and hildren have been 
working with the museum to develop new projects around the topic. Includes photographs of 
artefacts from the museum. Available as an online resource or a photopack. 
http://archive.understandingslavery.com/index.php-
option=com_content&view=article&id=83&Itemid=61.htmlf 
 
The amazing adventures of Equiano by Jean-Jacques Vayssieres 
Tells the Equiano story in an accessible picture book format suitable for KS2/3.  Published by New 
Africa Books, 2001.  ISBN: 1 919888 01 2 
 
Understanding Slavery 
Encourages teachers, educators and young people to examine the history and legacies of the 
transatlantic slave trade through museum artefacts. There are FAQs, Key Facts, an introductory 
presentation and many lesson plans and ideas. 
Also available is a resource, The Citizen Resource with materials for exploring Heritage, Routes, 
Identity and Activism.  www.understandingslavery.com/ 
 

https://www.tidegloballearning.net/sites/default/files/uploads/Berenice%20Miles.pdf
http://www.antislavery.org/
http://www.citizenshipfoundation.org.uk/lib_res_pdf/0577.pdf
http://www.equiano.org/schools.html
http://archive.understandingslavery.com/index.php-option=com_content&view=article&id=83&Itemid=61.html
http://archive.understandingslavery.com/index.php-option=com_content&view=article&id=83&Itemid=61.html
http://www.understandingslavery.com/
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3. Exploring local connections 
 
Birmingham Archives 
Site for Birmingham archives – has a Black History Link which includes  a wealth of material about 
Birmingham and Black history. www.birmingham.gov.uk/archives 
See also section on Sources for the study of the Slave Trade held in Birmingham City Archives 
 
‘Using local archives to explore issues of slavery’ 
Marcus Belben, Birmingham Library services, 2008 
In this article for Tidetalk~, Marcus shares experiences of a project ‘A Shared History, a Shared 
Future’ as an illustration of the potential for Archives sources to be used as a stimulus to young 
people’s learning.  He also reflects from this experience about the dilemmas involved and the 
proposal to create a ‘Liberty Box’ as an addition to the Archive collection. 
https://www.tidegloballearning.net/secondary/using-local-archives-explore-issues-slavery 
 
Links to local online resources 
www.birmingham.gov.uk/libraries 
 
Connecting Histories 
Connecting Histories is a partnership project based in Birmingham City Archives at Birmingham 
Central Library. Working with the School of Education at the University of Birmingham, the Sociology 
Department at the University of Warwick and a wide range of community based groups and 
organisations, the project aims to bring hidden aspects of the city’s history to light and to promote 
the use of archives and local history sources for learning and for the promotion of social justice and 
cross-community dialogue.  The site contains a section on Birmingham and Antislavery including 
articles and source material. 
http://www.connectinghistories.org.uk/ 
See also https://www.communityarchives.org.uk/content/organisation-subject/minority-and-ethnic-
communities 
 
‘Exploring Birmingham’s hidden histories’ 
 Sian Roberts, Connecting Histories, 2006 
https://www.tidegloballearning.net/further-reading-reflections/exploring-birminghams-hidden-
histories 
Sian Roberts, is the Connecting Histories project manager and is based at Birmingham City Archives. 
Archive and History collections 
One of the major outputs of the project is the web-site, which is designed to make a wide range of 
sources available for research and for use with students, adult learners and others. The project 
focuses on a number of archive and historical collections from the Central Library which illustrate 
the histories of the city's culturally diverse communities. On the web-site you will find information 
and detailed catalogues for a range of materials that you can use with students. For example, these 
include the archive of the city's Jewish community and the archive of the photographer Vanley 
Burke. 
 
Exhibitions 
The site also includes exhibitions of photographs and documents illustrating a range of communities, 
their histories, festivals and activities - from Terry Lo's photographs of the Chinese community in the 
city to Diwali, Lok Mela and the St Patrick's Day Parade. In addition to material from the Central 
Library's collections there will also be a number of exhibitions produced by community groups and 
individuals who are living in Birmingham. One example of this is an exhibition by Ahmed Mirreh 
which uses family and personal photographs to tell the story of his journey from Somaliland to 

http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/archives
https://www.tidegloballearning.net/secondary/using-local-archives-explore-issues-slavery
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/libraries
http://www.connectinghistories.org.uk/
https://www.communityarchives.org.uk/content/organisation-subject/minority-and-ethnic-communities
https://www.communityarchives.org.uk/content/organisation-subject/minority-and-ethnic-communities
https://www.tidegloballearning.net/further-reading-reflections/exploring-birminghams-hidden-histories
https://www.tidegloballearning.net/further-reading-reflections/exploring-birminghams-hidden-histories
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Birmingham. The site also provides contact details of a number of groups in the city who are 
undertaking oral history and community archive projects, and who are all keen to develop links with 
local schools. 
 
History Trails 
The Exhibitions section will also feature historical trails of the city which you can walk with a group 
of students. The first two to be available by the end of December 2006 will be an Anti-slavery Trail 
focusing on the life of the great Birmingham abolitionist Joseph Sturge, and key sites in the city 
centre which reflect the city's history of campaigning against the slave trade. There will also be a 
Jewish Trail of the city centre, focusing on aspects of the history of this little known community 
which has been established in the city since the 18th century. 
 
Learning Resources 
In the part of the site called Learning you will find a set of learning resources researched and written 
by members of the Connecting Histories Team. Although these are aimed at an audience in the 16+ 
age range, they are also an invaluable source of primary sources and contextual information for 
teachers. 
 
How to Research Black History, written by Professor Ian Grosvenor from Birmingham University’s 
School of Education, is based on his research in this area over many years. It aims to introduce a 
wide range of historical material for the study of black history and is arranged in three parts - 
Sources, which provides the user with 60 examples of historical sources including documents, visual 
images, artefacts and examples from the surrounding built environment; Case Study, in which Ian 
attempts to identify a black school girl who lived in the city in 1913 and get a glimpse of what her life 
was like; and Resources, which provides a list of useful books and websites. Both the Sources and 
the Case Study are accompanied by detailed commentaries which explain the material and discuss 
some of the issues involved in using archive and historical sources. 
 
Campaigning for Social Justice has been written and researched by Dr. Andy Green and Sarah Dar 
and comprises of two case studies exploring the history of social justice campaigning in the city. In 
Birmingham Anti-slavery Andy looks at the abolitionist campaigns in the city. As well as giving a 
general introduction to the subject he focuses on three themes – the Birmingham Anti-slavery 
Society and one of its leaders, Joseph Sturge; the part which Birmingham women played in the 
Ladies Anti-slavery Societies; and the role of key black figures who visited Birmingham, such as 
James Watkins and Frederick Douglass, in Black Abolitionists. Sarah looks at 20th century campaigns 
and explores two organisations – the Indian Workers Association and the Sparkbrook Organisation. 
Both groups campaigned on many of the same issues, such as discrimination in housing, educational 
provision, equality in the workplace, but were very different as the IWA was a grassroots migrant 
organisation, whilst the other was a philanthropic and non-political organisation mainly led by white 
middle class professionals. 
 
The other three sets of learning resources will focus on Migration and Settlement in the city 
(available in Jan 2007), Archives as Social Knowledge (available in Jan 2007) and Performing 
Resistance (available by June 2007) which will explore the ways in which the arts and performance 
have been used as campaigning tools. 
 
A future intention for this section is to also feature information on a number of local school projects 
and activities developed by the City Archives’ Creative Learning Officer, Nikki Thorpe, in partnership 
with a number of local primary, secondary and special schools and Birmingham Creative 
Partnerships. The projects mostly focus on how archives can be used creatively in schools to explore 
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local history, citizenship, issues of identity and cultural diversity and will hopefully provide a forum 
for sharing good practice and interesting ideas. 
 
The Connecting Histories web-site can be found at: http://www.connectinghistories.org.uk/ 
 
Making connections 
Book containing archive photos and material produced by Black Pasts, Birmingham Futures Group, 
set up to develop a strategy and framework for building permanent historical and cultural records of 
black people’s lives and experiences in Birmingham. Available from Birmingham City Archives. 
 
4. Background information 
 
Focus on the slave trade 
BBC News 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/africa/1523100.stm 
 
National Archives 
A research guide offering an introduction to the history of the British Transatlantic slave trade and 
its abolition. Gives advice on how to search for further information.  
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/catalogue/RdLeaflet.asp?sLeafletID=407&j=1 
 
The Real Histories Directory 
Runnymede Trust 
Looks at Religion and the slave trade 
www.realhistories.org.uk/index.php/articles.html 
 
5. Related publications supporting global learning through history 
 
Writing our past 
https://www.tidegloballearning.net/primary-early-years/writing-our-past 
This resource is packed with ideas to support children to research and write about the achievements 
of people, from all over the world, who have lived in Britain. Takes the life of Olaudah Equiano as an 
example. Suggests sources for further stimulus.  Published by Tide~, 1999.   
 
Jamaica - out of many one people 
A poster pack focusing on Jamaica and the island’s links with Britain. It enables children to explore 
Jamaica as a place, its historical context, Jamaican identity and some of the issues affecting the 
country today.  Published by Tide~, 1999.   
https://www.tidegloballearning.net/primary-early-years/jamaica-poster-pack-ks2 
 
Jamaica: out of many - one people 
A key stage 2 resource 
https://www.tidegloballearning.net/sites/default/files/documents/Tide~%20Jamaica%20-
%20Out%20of%20many%200ne%20people.pdf 
Contents  
Section 1: Places and people 3  
Section 2: Jamaica and Britain 6  
Section 3: People in Jamaica 18  
Section 4: Resources and information 37 
 
The challenge of teaching controversial issues 

http://www.connectinghistories.org.uk/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/africa/1523100.stm
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/catalogue/RdLeaflet.asp?sLeafletID=407&j=1
http://www.realhistories.org.uk/index.php/articles.html
https://www.tidegloballearning.net/primary-early-years/writing-our-past
https://www.tidegloballearning.net/primary-early-years/jamaica-poster-pack-ks2
https://www.tidegloballearning.net/sites/default/files/documents/Tide~%20Jamaica%20-%20Out%20of%20many%200ne%20people.pdf
https://www.tidegloballearning.net/sites/default/files/documents/Tide~%20Jamaica%20-%20Out%20of%20many%200ne%20people.pdf
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Edited by Hilary Claire and Cathie Holden.   
Each chapter dissects the nature of a specific controversy and offers practical strategies for helping 
students work through possible solutions.  Published by Trentham Books, 2007. 
 
What do we tell the children? Confusion, conflict and complexity 
Angela Gluck Wood.  
Helps teachers to talk with children about the pressing questions they have about conflict and other 
sensitive and complex issues.  Published by Trentham Books, 2007.   
 
Positive Images 
Suppliers of posters for Black History.  www.multicultural-art.co.uk/black.html 
 

 

Teaching sensitive subjects: slavery and Britain’s role in the trade 
Primary History article 
By Susie Townsend, 11 November 2019 
https://www.history.org.uk/primary/categories/307/resource/9702/teaching-sensitive-subjects-
slavery-and-britains 
This resource is FREE for Primary HA Members. 
Non HA Members can get instant access for £2.49 
 

 

The abolition of the Transatlantic slave trade: Principles and pitfalls for 
teachers 
Berenice Miles 
Race Equality Teaching v. 34, n. 3  (01 June 2018) : 44-45 
The approach to teaching about the abolition of slavery outlined here stresses the importance of a 
broad framework that contains not only abolition but begins with great African civilizations, and 
includes black heroes of the resistance, a human rights approach, white abolitionists as role-models 
but not as the principal agents of change, and respect for the dignity of all pupils. 
PDF 
https://access.portico.org/Portico/auView?auId=ark%253A%252F27927%252Fphzzr69rm2&auViewT
ype1=PDF 

 
 

Benin and other West African kingdoms 
BBC 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zpvckqt/articles/z883gk7 
Most of the slaves taken to the Caribbean (and therefore ancestors of pupils in English schools) 
came from that region of West Africa. 
[Short introduction with audio and map] 
 
Link to What can we learn from the art of Benin? 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zpvckqt/articles/z84fvcw 
 

 

Slavery, Emancipation, and Abolition 
Brycchan Carey 
https://brycchancarey.com/index.htm 

http://www.multicultural-art.co.uk/black.html
https://www.history.org.uk/primary/categories/307/resource/9702/teaching-sensitive-subjects-slavery-and-britains
https://www.history.org.uk/primary/categories/307/resource/9702/teaching-sensitive-subjects-slavery-and-britains
https://access.portico.org/Portico/auView?auId=ark%253A%252F27927%252Fphzzr69rm2&auViewType1=PDF
https://access.portico.org/Portico/auView?auId=ark%253A%252F27927%252Fphzzr69rm2&auViewType1=PDF
https://access.portico.org/Portico/auView?auId=ark%253A%252F27927%252Fphzzr69rm2&auViewType1=PDF
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zpvckqt/articles/z883gk7
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zpvckqt/articles/z84fvcw
https://brycchancarey.com/index.htm
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• Resources for slavery, abolition, and emancipation 

• Olaudah Equiano, or, Gustavus Vassa, the African 

• Ignatius Sancho (1729-1780) African Man of Letters 

• Ottobah Cugoano: a former slave speaks out 

• British Abolitionists: biographies of people who worked against slavery 

• Poems about slavery A growing archive of poems that protested against slavery 

• Slavery Timeline A Chronology of Slavery, Abolition, and Emancipation 
 

 

Teaching Slavery 
Antislavery Usable Past 
http://antislavery.ac.uk/items/show/2546 
 
How should we teach slavery and human trafficking? What methods should we use? What topics 
should we highlight? Are there any subjects which are off-limits to certain audiences? 
This collection grapples with these questions and ultimately makes clear that we cannot avoid the 
brutalities of slavery when we teach the subject to our friends, colleagues, neighbours, or children. 
The length and breadth of the teaching resources displayed here cover sexual exploitation, slavery in 
supply chains, spotting signs of human trafficking at airports, slavery in food production (such as 
cocoa and the fishing industry), forced marriage, grooming, domestic slavery, slavery in gold mining 
and the carpet industry, the fashion industry and ecocide. 
Teaching Slavery has been created in conjunction with Judy Boyle, the Founder of the NO Project, 
who has developed 9 education resources for the Antislavery Usable Past. You will find each 
resource, with a short introduction to each one, highlighted here. 

• HOME  
• ABOUT  
• MURALS  
• NARRATIVES  
• REMEMBERING 1807  
• SLAVERY IN MUSEUMS  
• CONGO  
• TEACHING SLAVERY  
• EBOOK 

 

 

Interim Report on the Connections between Colonialism and Properties now 
in the Care of the National Trust, Including Links with Historic Slavery  
EDITORS 
Dr Sally-Anne Huxtable Head Curator, National Trust 
Professor Corinne Fowler University of Leicester  
Dr Christo Kefalas World Cultures Curator, National Trust  
Emma Slocombe Textile Curator, National Trust  
© National Trust, September 2020 
115pp 
https://nt.global.ssl.fastly.net/documents/colionialism-and-historic-slavery-report.pdf 
and 
https://nt.global.ssl.fastly.net/documents/colionialism-and-historic-slavery-report.pdf 
 
Contents 

https://brycchancarey.com/slavery/index.htm
https://brycchancarey.com/equiano/index.htm
https://brycchancarey.com/sancho/index.htm
https://brycchancarey.com/cugoano/index.htm
https://brycchancarey.com/abolition/index.htm
https://brycchancarey.com/slavery/poetry.htm
https://brycchancarey.com/slavery/chrono1.htm
http://antislavery.ac.uk/items/show/2546
http://antislavery.ac.uk/
http://antislavery.ac.uk/project
http://antislavery.ac.uk/murals
http://antislavery.ac.uk/narratives
http://antislavery.ac.uk/remembering1807
http://antislavery.ac.uk/museums
http://antislavery.ac.uk/congo
http://antislavery.ac.uk/teaching
http://antislavery.ac.uk/ebook
https://nt.global.ssl.fastly.net/documents/colionialism-and-historic-slavery-report.pdf
https://nt.global.ssl.fastly.net/documents/colionialism-and-historic-slavery-report.pdf
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Images by Theme: Slavery 
Historic England 
https://historicengland.org.uk/services-skills/education/images-by-theme/slavery 
 
A selection of images based on the theme of Slavery and the Abolition movement in England; 
including memorials, monuments, buildings etc. Check out our Teaching Activity What can the 
inscription on a grave tell us about attitudes to black people? and our Teachers' Notes: Slavery 
related websites . You may also wish to visit our Slave trade and abolition pages. 
 

 

Britain and the Slave Trade 
Historic England 
https://historicengland.org.uk/research/inclusive-heritage/the-slave-trade-and-abolition/sites-of-
memory/slave-traders-and-plantation-wealth/britain-and-the-slave-trade/ 
 
Here you can find out more about the role Britain played in the slave trade and the people involved. 
 
The first slavers 
John Lok is the first recorded Englishman to have taken enslaved people from Africa. In 1555 he 
brought five enslaved people from Guinea to England. William Towerson, a London trader, also 
captured people to be enslaved during his voyages from Plymouth to Africa between 1556 and 1557. 
 
Despite the earlier involvement of Lok and Towerson, John Hawkins (from 1532 to 1595) of 
Plymouth is acknowledged as the pioneer of the English slave trade. 
 
From 1562 onwards he made three voyages to Sierra Leone from where he transported 1,200 
inhabitants to Hispaniola and St Domingue - present day Dominican Republic and Haiti. Hawkins' 
voyages were the beginnings of the triangular slave trade between England, Africa and the New 
World of the Caribbean and Americas. 
 
Hand written document specifying the rights John Hawkins had to trade in slaves. 
Charter giving John Hawkins the right to trade in slaves. © National Archive 

https://historicengland.org.uk/services-skills/education/images-by-theme/slavery
https://historicengland.org.uk/research/inclusive-heritage/the-slave-trade-and-abolition/sites-of-memory/slave-traders-and-plantation-wealth/britain-and-the-slave-trade/
https://historicengland.org.uk/research/inclusive-heritage/the-slave-trade-and-abolition/sites-of-memory/slave-traders-and-plantation-wealth/britain-and-the-slave-trade/
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Triangular slave trade 
The triangular trade worked to maximise profits. English goods were traded in Africa, from where 
enslaved people were carried on the infamous middle passage across the Atlantic to the Caribbean 
and America. Goods produced in the New World were transported back to England. As Britain 
acquired more colonies in America and the Caribbean, so demand for enslaved Africans to cultivate 
and harvest the tobacco, rice, sugar and other plantation crops grew. 
 
English involvement in the slave trade intensified after 1663, when a new patent, along with royal 
backing, was issued to the Company of Royal Adventurers. Succeeded in 1672 by the Royal African 
Company (RAC), again it received royal backing, particularly from the Duke of York, later King James 
II. 
 
Under the terms of the RAC Charter, London was at the centre of English slave trading. In 1698 the 
monopoly on London trading with Africa was abolished. Now other ports such as Bristol and 
Liverpool could trade. These cities became extremely wealthy as a result. 
 

 

The Slave Trade and Abolition 
Historic England 

https://historicengland.org.uk/research/inclusive-heritage/the-slave-trade-and-abolition/ 
 
March 2007 was the 200th anniversary of the passing of the Abolition of the Slave Trade Act which 
made slave trading in British ships illegal. 
British slave traders, up to that point, had transported more African people across the Atlantic than 
any other nation. Abolitionists in Britain, both Black and White, had fought a unique public 
campaign to end the trade. 
The abolition of the trade did not bring about the immediate emancipation of enslaved people in 

British colonies. In some Caribbean territories this took place in 1833 (followed by a period of 

'Apprenticeship'), although in other areas of the empire emancipation came later. 

 

Introduction 
The transatlantic slave trade was one of the largest forced migrations of human beings across the 

globe and had a major effect on the history of Africa, the Americas and Europe. The legacy of this 

history still has an impact on countries around the Atlantic today but this has often gone 

unacknowledged. 2007 offered an opportunity to share our understandings of this legacy. 

For the first time we have researched connections between the transatlantic slave trade and 

properties in English Heritage's care and you can read the reports in this section. 

In a further action to reveal the fuller story of England's history, we have also reviewed formal 

descriptions of listed buildings to acknowledge historic links to transatlantic slavery and the 

abolitionist movement. 

As a contribution to the Bicentenary commemorations, we published here the 'Sites of Memory' 

guide to a selection of the many historic buildings and sites with a link to the history of the slave 

trade, of black people brought to England through this trade, and of the abolition struggle. 

Other activities which you can discover more about here include: 

• community projects telling the often-hidden histories of the contribution to England’s 
heritage by minority groups 

• educational materials 

• information about the links between Lord Mansfield, Dido Belle, and Kenwood House. 

https://historicengland.org.uk/research/inclusive-heritage/the-slave-trade-and-abolition/
https://historicengland.org.uk/research/inclusive-heritage/the-slave-trade-and-abolition/slavery-and-the-british-country-house/
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In this section 
 
Sites of Memory: Black British History in the 18th and 19th Centuries 
When the stories behind our local streets and landmarks are told they can give us a glimpse into the 
history on our doorstep. 
 
Timeline of The Slave Trade and Abolition 
Timeline of key events in the history of the trade in enslaved Africans. 
 
Researching Slavery Connections 
Research commissioned by Historic England has revealed the slavery connection of four of English 
Heritage's sites. 
 
The Wall of Words 
Created by Beyonder, Multimedia Artist & Educator to invite a creative literary response from 
visitors to the 'Slavery and Justice' exhibition at Kenwood House. 
 
Reading List – The Slave Trade and Abolition 
Where to find further information about the history of the Slave Trade and Abolition. 
 
Slavery and the Built Environment 
An audit of previous research into the impact of the transatlantic slave economy reflected in 
England's historic buildings and landscapes. 
 

 

Young People on History, Heritage and Statues 
https://sharedculturalheritage.wordpress.com/2021/07/07/young-people-on-history-heritage-
statues/ 
2021  
 
Some of our OSCH Young Collective members have been exploring the global contestation of statues 
that commemorate slavers and colonisers. In Spring 2020, researchers, poets and young people 
shared stories about the contemporary discourses around statues in their towns and cities. 
Researchers drew on discussions about statues in the UK, the US, South Africa, Belgium and 
Martinique, and collectively we talked about why and how activists have challenged monuments in 
diverse cities.  
 

 

Histories of Empire and Colonialism: Whose Statues? Whose Stories? 
Sadia Habib 
https://sharedculturalheritage.wordpress.com/2021/06/23/histories-of-empire-and-colonialism-
whose-statues-whose-stories/ 
 
The pulling down of the statue of Edward Colston on 7 June 2020 by Black Lives Matter (BLM) 
activists in Bristol was an act of solidarity with the BLM movement, and a remarkable turning point 
in cultural activism and protest in the UK. 
 

 

When will Britain face up to its crimes against humanity? 

https://historicengland.org.uk/research/inclusive-heritage/the-slave-trade-and-abolition/sites-of-memory/
https://historicengland.org.uk/research/inclusive-heritage/the-slave-trade-and-abolition/sites-of-memory/
https://historicengland.org.uk/research/inclusive-heritage/the-slave-trade-and-abolition/time-line/
https://historicengland.org.uk/research/inclusive-heritage/the-slave-trade-and-abolition/time-line/
https://historicengland.org.uk/research/inclusive-heritage/the-slave-trade-and-abolition/slavery-and-the-british-country-house/
https://historicengland.org.uk/research/inclusive-heritage/the-slave-trade-and-abolition/slavery-and-the-british-country-house/
https://historicengland.org.uk/research/inclusive-heritage/the-slave-trade-and-abolition/the-wall-of-words/
https://historicengland.org.uk/research/inclusive-heritage/the-slave-trade-and-abolition/the-wall-of-words/
https://historicengland.org.uk/research/inclusive-heritage/the-slave-trade-and-abolition/further-reading/
https://historicengland.org.uk/research/inclusive-heritage/the-slave-trade-and-abolition/further-reading/
https://historicengland.org.uk/research/inclusive-heritage/the-slave-trade-and-abolition/audit-of-slavery-connections-with-englands-built-environment/
https://historicengland.org.uk/research/inclusive-heritage/the-slave-trade-and-abolition/audit-of-slavery-connections-with-englands-built-environment/
https://sharedculturalheritage.wordpress.com/2021/07/07/young-people-on-history-heritage-statues/
https://sharedculturalheritage.wordpress.com/2021/07/07/young-people-on-history-heritage-statues/
https://sharedculturalheritage.wordpress.com/2021/06/23/histories-of-empire-and-colonialism-whose-statues-whose-stories/
https://sharedculturalheritage.wordpress.com/2021/06/23/histories-of-empire-and-colonialism-whose-statues-whose-stories/
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https://www.theguardian.com/news/2018/mar/29/slavery-abolition-compensation-when-will-
britain-face-up-to-its-crimes-against-humanity 
Kris Manjapra  
Guardian 29 March 2018 
 
After the abolition of slavery, Britain paid millions in compensation – but every penny of it went to 
slave owners, and nothing to those they enslaved. We must stop overlooking the brutality of British 
history. 
 

 

Enslaved with Samuel L Jackson 
BBC Documentary Oct-Nov 2021 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/m000ngf0/enslaved-with-samuel-l-jackson 
 
Season 1: 4 episodes 
 
Episode 1: A People Stolen 
The actor and a team of journalists investigate the transatlantic slave trade, beginning by diving the 
English Channel to find the 35-year-old wreck of unidentified slave ship in a bid to discover its 
secrets. 
 
Episode 2: A Precious Cargo 
The actor is joined by journalists Afua Hirsch and Simcha Jacobovici to examine how, for more than 
400 years, the transatlantic slave trade became the greatest wealth-generating machine the world 
had known and the engine that drove the global economy. 
 
Episode 3: Resistance 
The actor and the team tell the stories of those who resisted slavery, often making the dangerous 
journey to freedom in Canada. Journalist Simcha Jacobovici learns about Harriet Tubman, one of the 
most famous enablers on the underground railroad. Simcha also meets historians in South Carolina 
who reveal the history of black soldiers who served in the Union Army during the Civil War, helping 
to overturn slavery. Samuel L Jackson travels to Nashville to hear the Jubilee Singers perform the 
resistance songs that contained coded messages to help fugitives find safe passage. 
 
Episode 4: Our People 
The actor is joined by journalists Afua Hirsch and Simcha Jacobovici to investigate the events that 
ended the slave trade, piecing together the heritage and identity that was taken from the 
descendants of the millions of trafficked Africans.  
 

 

The slave trade, Birmingham and the Midlands  
Historic England 
https://historicengland.org.uk/research/inclusive-heritage/the-slave-trade-and-abolition/sites-of-
memory/slave-traders-and-plantation-wealth/the-midlands/ 
 

Here we look at the Midland's part in the British slave trade and the impact left in our historic 
environment. 
Tissington Hall 
The Fitzherbert family, has owned Tissington Hall, Tissington, Ashbourne, Derbyshire, DE6 1RA since 

the 17th century. They married into the Perrin family, owners of four plantations in Jamaica 

https://www.theguardian.com/news/2018/mar/29/slavery-abolition-compensation-when-will-britain-face-up-to-its-crimes-against-humanity
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2018/mar/29/slavery-abolition-compensation-when-will-britain-face-up-to-its-crimes-against-humanity
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/m000ngf0/enslaved-with-samuel-l-jackson
https://historicengland.org.uk/research/inclusive-heritage/the-slave-trade-and-abolition/sites-of-memory/slave-traders-and-plantation-wealth/the-midlands/
https://historicengland.org.uk/research/inclusive-heritage/the-slave-trade-and-abolition/sites-of-memory/slave-traders-and-plantation-wealth/the-midlands/
http://www.tissingtonhall.co.uk/
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producing sugar and coffee from the second half of the 18th century. These plantations were owned 

and managed from Tissington Hall. 

 

 

Colonial Countryside project 
The National Trust 
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/colonial-countryside-project 
 
Colonial Countryside is a child-led writing and history project exploring the African, Caribbean and 
Indian connections at 11 of our properties. Collaborating with Dr Corinne Fowler at the University of 
Leicester, we hope to inspire a new generation of young advocates for talking about colonial history. 
 
Country houses and empire 
British country houses were influential centres of colonial wealth and bureaucracy. As historians 

take new approaches to British imperial history, utilising recent resources like the Legacies of British 

Slave-Ownership database, less familiar and often newly discovered colonial stories of our places are 

being uncovered. 

A team of Colonial Countryside historians is working with primary school pupils to explore 11 

houses’ unique connections to empire. 

The 100 children across the schools linked with Colonial Countryside have been involved in various 
projects in connection with the houses they have visited. 
Historians have found that as many as one in every six British country houses is connected to the 
history of empire. Charlecote Park in Warwickshire is no exception. Ten children from Colmore 
Primary in Birmingham explored this National Trust house with the historian Kate Donington and the 
writer SuAndi. 
  
Some examples of work done by children at Colmore Primary: 
We compiled a book of the children's poems after their visit. 
Click here to download 
  
We also compiled all of the children's essays after their visit to record their response to the various items 
and topics they encountered at Charlecote Park. 

Click here to download 
 

 

Centre for the Study of the Legacies of British Slavery 
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/ 
 
The Centre for the Study of the Legacies of British Slavery, established from the Legacies of British 
Slave-Ownership project (est. 2009), is the UK’s foremost public history centre for research on the 
history of slavery and its aftermath, broadening public knowledge and deepening discussions in 
Britain and the Caribbean.  
Colonial slavery shaped modern Britain and we all still live with its legacies. The slave-owners were 
one very important means by which the fruits of slavery were transmitted to metropolitan Britain. 
We believe that research and analysis of this group are key to understanding the extent and the 
limits of slavery's role in shaping British history and leaving lasting legacies that reach into the 
present. We are now moving in the direction of more focused research on the lives of enslaved 
people in the Caribbean. 
 
Browse the Estates 
Explore the ownership of plantations and estates in the British Caribbean. 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/colonial-countryside-project
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/charlecote-park
http://www.lsbu.ac.uk/about-us/people/people-finder/dr-katie-donington
https://www2.le.ac.uk/departments/english/creativewriting/people/suandi
https://www2.le.ac.uk/departments/english/creativewriting/centre/colonial-countryside-project/images-and-docs/CharlecoteParkReinterpreted.PoemsbyColmorePrimary.pdf
https://www2.le.ac.uk/departments/english/creativewriting/centre/colonial-countryside-project/images-and-docs/CharlecoteParkReinterpreted.EssaysbyColmorePrimaryPupils.pdf
https://lbsatucl.wordpress.com/
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/
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Browse the Maps 
Where possible, the addresses of British slave-owners and of estates in Jamaica, Barbados and 
Grenada have been located and mapped. 
Browse the Legacies: 
COMMERCIAL Evolution of firms receiving slave compensation and their redeployment of slave 
wealth into other investments. 
CULTURAL The role of British slave-owners as connoisseurs and collectors, as philanthropists and as 
founders or participants in new cultural and social institutions. 
HISTORICAL The role of slave-owners and their descendants as writers and historians constructing 
memories of the slave-trade and slavery. 
IMPERIAL The wider circuits of Empire, as investors, administrators and settlers in colonies beyond 
the slave-colonies. 
PHYSICAL Physical legacies include country houses, domestic residences and public monuments. 
POLITICAL Involvement in national or local politics of any kind. 
 
LBS Newsletters. Forthcoming events and other news: From time to time, the project sends out 

newsletters with details of forthcoming events and other news related to the project. 

Full Details 
 
Catherine Hall on the history of the 'hostile environment' 

In an article in the London Review of Books (23 January 2020), Catherine Hall explores the notion and 

practice of a ‘hostile environment’ for immigrants to Britain, tracing its formation from the Somerset 

case of 1772 and the writings of Edward Long through Emancipation to the 1948 Nationality Act and 

the British Home Office’s targeting of legally resident black Britons for deportation in the 2010s. Far 

from being a novel doctrine of recent years, hostility to immigrants and to people of colour has long 

been embedded in British society and politics. 

You can read the article here: London Review of Books. 

https://www.lrb.co.uk/the-paper/v42/n02/catherine-hall/mother-country 

 

Visit the website for more materials. 

 

 

History Workshop Journal: Black British Histories 
https://www.historyworkshop.org.uk/vsi-black-british-histories/ 
Virtual Special Issue 
 
Contents 
The Virtual Special Issue includes free access to all of the articles below for a period of 6 months. 

[This period is now passed but articles may be available on the Internet] 

Articles 
Capitalism, Slavery and Bourgeois Historiography 

Cedric J. Robinson | 23 (1987) 

From ‘Rookeries’ to ‘Communities’: Race, Poverty and Policing in London, 1850–1985 

Jennifer Davies | 27 (1989) 

Nationalism, History and Ethnic Absolutism 

Paul Gilroy | 30 (1990) 

Gender and the Narratives of Migration 

Mary Chamberlain | 43 (1997) 

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/project/newsletters/
https://www.lrb.co.uk/the-paper/v42/n02/catherine-hall/mother-country
https://www.lrb.co.uk/the-paper/v42/n02/catherine-hall/mother-country
https://www.historyworkshop.org.uk/vsi-black-british-histories/
https://academic.oup.com/hwj/article-pdf/23/1/122/22309771/122.pdf
https://academic.oup.com/hwj/article-pdf/27/1/66/22310352/66.pdf
https://academic.oup.com/hwj/article-pdf/30/1/114/22310801/114.pdf
https://academic.oup.com/hwj/article-pdf/43/1/87/26708177/1997-43-87.pdf
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Breaking bread with history: CLR James and The Black Jacobins 

Stuart Hall interviewed by Bill Schwarz | 46 (1998) 

From Scarman to Stephen Lawrence 

Stuart Hall | 48 (1999) 

The Black Umbrella: Some Reflections on the Sainsbury African Galleries 

Augustus Casely‐Hayford | 54 (2002) 

Set in Stone? Statues and Slavery in London 

Madge Dresser | 64 (2007) 

Excessive Memories: Slavery, Insurance and Resistance 

Anita Rupprecht | 64 (2007) 

Gendering Property, Racing Capital 

Catherine Hall | 78 (2014) 

Thinking Black: Peter Fryer’s Staying Power and the Politics of Writing Black British History in the 

1980s 

Rob Waters | 82 (2016) 

Radical History Then and Now 

Caroline Bressey | 83 (2017) 

The Narrative of Ann Pratt: Life-Writing, Genre and Bureaucracy in a Postemancipation Scandal 

Christienna Fryar | 85 (2018) 

 
Reports Back 
‘Black Peoples in Britain: Local Histories’, People’s College, Nottingham, 16-17 October 1994 

Anna Davin | 37 (1994) 

‘Women and Gender in Caribbean History’, Mona, Jamaica, November 1993 

Mary Chamberlain | 37 (1994) 

‘Erasing the Colour Line? The Past, The Present, The Future’, London, 27 October 2001 

Caroline Bressey | 53 (2002) 

‘Our Memories of the Uprisings: The 1980s Revisited’, British Library, 25 October 2010 

Sarah Evans, Philip Hatfield, Gail Lewis | 72 (2011) 

 
History Workshop Online 
Undoing the Work of the Windrush Narrative 

Kennetta Hammond Perry | 2018 

Young Historians Project: African Women and the Health Service 

Young Historians Project | 2019 

Gang’s Policing, Deportation, and the Criminalisation of Friendship 

Luke de Noronha | 2020 

“Power in the Telling”: Community-Engaged Histories of Black Britain 

Meleisa Ono-George | 2019 

 

 

Descendants 
Radio 4, 2021 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000wdgh/episodes/downloads 
 
Descendants asks... how close is each of us to the legacy of Britain's role in slavery? And who does 
that mean our lives are connected to? 

https://academic.oup.com/hwj/article-pdf/46/1/17/26708961/17.pdf
https://academic.oup.com/hwj/article-pdf/48/1/187/26713844/187.pdf
https://academic.oup.com/hwj/article-pdf/54/1/202/26757767/540202.pdf
https://academic.oup.com/hwj/article-pdf/64/1/162/1638541/dbm032.pdf
https://academic.oup.com/hwj/article-pdf/64/1/6/1638574/dbm033.pdf
https://academic.oup.com/hwj/article-pdf/78/1/22/9499511/dbu024.pdf
https://academic.oup.com/hwj/article-pdf/82/1/104/9499522/dbw018.pdf
https://academic.oup.com/hwj/article-pdf/82/1/104/9499522/dbw018.pdf
https://academic.oup.com/hwj/article-pdf/83/1/217/18139905/dbx004.pdf
https://academic.oup.com/hwj/article-pdf/doi/10.1093/hwj/dby001/24506862/dby001.pdf
https://academic.oup.com/hwj/article-pdf/37/1/246/22311816/246.pdf
https://academic.oup.com/hwj/article-pdf/37/1/250/22311825/250.pdf
https://academic.oup.com/hwj/article-pdf/53/1/282/26769538/530282.pdf
https://academic.oup.com/hwj/article-pdf/72/1/330/1707312/dbr040.pdf
https://www.historyworkshop.org.uk/undoing-the-work-of-the-windrush-narrative/%C2%A0
https://www.historyworkshop.org.uk/young-historians-project-african-women-and-the-health-service/%C2%A0
https://www.historyworkshop.org.uk/gangs-policing-deportation-and-the-criminalisation-of-friendship/
https://www.historyworkshop.org.uk/power-in-the-telling/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000wdgh/episodes/downloads
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Yrsa Daley-Ward narrates seven episodes telling the stories of people whose lives today are all 
connected through this history. 
7 Episodes to download. 

 

 

Britain's Forgotten Slave-owners 

a two-part BBC programme based on LBS and presented by David Olusoga, was originally broadcast 

in July 2015.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b063db18/britains-forgotten-slave-owners 

 

In 1834 Britain abolished slavery, a defining and celebrated moment in our national history. What 

has been largely forgotten is that abolition came at a price. The government of the day took the 

extraordinary step of compensating the slave owners for loss of their ‘property’, as Britain's 46,000 

slave owners were paid £17bn in today’s money, whilst the slaves received nothing. 

What the records reveal is that the slave owners were not just the super-rich. There were widows, 
clergymen and shopkeepers; ordinary members of the middle-classes who exploited slave-labour in 
distant lands. Yet many of them never looked a slave in the eye or experienced the brutal realities of 
plantation life. 
In Barbados, David traces how Britain’s slave economy emerged in the 17th century from just a 
handful of pioneering plantation owners. As David explores the systemic violence of slavery, in 
Jamaica he is introduced to some of the brutal tools used to terrorise the slaves and reads from the 
sadistic diaries of a notorious British slave owner. Elsewhere, on a visit to the spectacularly opulent 
Harewood House in Yorkshire, he glimpses how the slave owners’ wealth seeped into every corner 
of Britain. 
Finally, amongst the vast slave registers that record all 800,000 men, women and children in British 
hands at the point of abolition, David counts the tragic human cost of this chapter in our nation’s 
history. 
 
You can also read David Olusoga's related article in The Guardian here:  

The history of British slave ownership has been buried: now its scale can be revealed 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/jul/12/british-history-slavery-buried-scale-revealed 

 

 

Black History Resource List 
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/facilities/cadbury/documents/subject-resource-guides/Black-
History-resource-guide.pdf 
 
This is a guide detailing archives and rare books held at the Cadbury Research Library: Special 
Collections, University of Birmingham that relate to black history. 
You can search our archive catalogue and our book catalogue online. Our main website gives visitor 
information should you wish to consult any of the items we hold. 
 

 

Slavery today 
Contemporary slavery takes various forms and affects people of all ages, gender and races 
www.antislavery.org 
 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b063db18/britains-forgotten-slave-owners
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/jul/12/british-history-slavery-buried-scale-revealed/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/jul/12/british-history-slavery-buried-scale-revealed
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/facilities/cadbury/documents/subject-resource-guides/Black-History-resource-guide.pdf
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/facilities/cadbury/documents/subject-resource-guides/Black-History-resource-guide.pdf
http://www.antislavery.org/
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The past in the present  
This special issue of Race & Class 60.1, ‘The past in the present’, brings a new perspective to 
reparatory history, as a way of recognising the wrongs of the past, and actively working towards 
repair in the present.  
2018 
 
Doing reparatory history: bringing ‘race’ and slavery home 
Catherine Hall 
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0306396818769791 
 
Reparative histories: tracing narratives of black resistance and white entitlement 
Cathy Bergin, Anita Rupprecht 
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0306396818770853 
 
‘Could re-thinking the past, taking responsibilities for its residues and legacies, be one way of 
challenging rightwing politics and imagining a different future?’ asks Catherine Hall. Calling for an 
active reparatory history that ‘brings slavery home’, she argues that only by bringing the past into 
the present day will we develop an understanding of Britain’s involvement in slavery, and ‘our 
responsibilities, as beneficiaries of the gross inequalities associated with slavery and colonialism’. 
Hall founded the Legacies of Slave-ownership project, which followed the material traces of the £20 
million, paid by the state to British slave-holders as part of the Emancipation Act, which was 
funnelled into financial, industrial, cultural and political institutions in the UK. By following the 
‘economic and cultural after-life of slavery’ and the ways slavery and empire have been represented 
into the present, the author disrupts the distance between histories confined to ‘here’ and those 
confined to ‘there’ in order to trace ‘the dialectic between past and present, and the local and the 
global’. 
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0306396818769791 
 

 
  

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0306396818769791
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0306396818769791
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0306396818770853
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0306396818770853
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0306396818770853
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0306396818769791
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The Slave Trade and Birmingham  
 

 

Birmingham's slavery links uncovered by Inside Out 
2007 BBC 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/pressoffice/pressreleases/stories/2007/03_march/02/birmingham.shtml 
[Broadcast not available] 
 
The city of Birmingham was more involved in the slave trade than widely believed according to 
compelling evidence recently uncovered. Unearthed documents show details of the business links 
between the city's manufacturing sector and slave traders, along with a pro-slavery petition signed 
by industrial workers. The findings challenge the assumption that it was primarily ports like Bristol, 
Liverpool and London which played a significant role in slavery. It appears Birmingham's industrial 
sector also made huge profits from the slave trade. 
Professor David Dabydeen of Warwick University says: "Birmingham was the main supplier of iron 
and ironware to Africa... padlocks, irons, chains and muzzles - all the instruments to police the slave 
trade. Of course that made an enormous amount of money." From the 1760s onwards, there was 
also a large trade in weapons, with 150,000 guns made in Birmingham and believed to have been 
sold to West African rulers. Guns were exchanged for enslaved Africans and it was a common saying 
that the price of a slave was one Birmingham gun. "Birmingham armed the slave trade," adds 
Professor Dabydeen. 

 
The Lunar Society, which met regularly in Birmingham, is known for its role in the abolitionist 
movement. Among the group of influential industrialists and thinkers were prominent abolitionists 
including Thomas Day and Josiah Wedgwood. But the stance of other members of the group is less 
clear-cut. Some of the capital that financed industrialists Matthew Boulton and James Watt in their 
development of the steam engine originated from trade with the West Indian plantations. More 
than a hundred steam engines were ordered from Boulton and Watt, destined for the Caribbean 
between 1778 and 1807. 
 
Rita McLean, Chief Curator at Birmingham Museum and Art Galleries, says: "It is true (Boulton and 
Watt) supplied steam engines to the sugar plantations in the West Indies, but from the records you 
also see that by supplying steam engines they thought they reduced the need for slave labour. So it's 
not as straightforward as it first looks." 
 Another name mentioned is Samuel Galton, a gun manufacturer supplying guns for the slave trade. 
 He remained a member of The Lunar Society despite being thrown out of the Quakers over his 
support of slavery. 
  
Birmingham's Connecting Histories Project has unearthed a pro-slavery petition which was 
delivered to the Houses of Parliament in 1789. Dr Andy Green, from Connecting Histories, says: "It is 
formed by lots of people involved in different kinds of heavy industrial works in Birmingham who 
basically feel like their livelihoods, their trades, are going to be lost." He adds: "Birmingham has been 
very slow in coming to terms with the legacy of its industrial involvements. We haven't got to terms 
with the full story of what was taking place." 
  

 

Region's links with slave trade examined in controversial new report 
Mark Andrews  
Feb 22, 2021 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/pressoffice/pressreleases/stories/2007/03_march/02/birmingham.shtml
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https://www.expressandstar.com/news/Features/2021/02/22/regions-links-with-slave-trade-
examined-in-controversial-new-report/ 
 
A study by Historic England has delved into the region’s past links to slavery. We find out more about 
the report. For centuries they have been celebrated as the driving forces behind the Industrial 
Revolution, the men who put the West Midlands at the forefront of the new age of technology that 
transformed the world. But a controversial new report by Historic England looks at the lives of 
Matthew Boulton, James Watt and even Abraham Darby from a very different perspective – their 
links to the transatlantic slave trade. The government-funded body has commissioned a 165-page 
study examining how some of Britain's best-loved tourist attractions and landmarks have historic 
links to slavery. It also looks at the relationship between the great industrialists of the 18th and 19th 
centuries with the trade, and how, through acts of philanthropy, this was often invested in local 
communities. 
 

 

Birmingham's shameful links to slavery uncovered by academic 
https://www.aston.ac.uk/latest-news/podcast-birminghams-shameful-links-slavery-uncovered-
academic 
Aston University Podcast, 6 October 2021, 28mins53. 

• Industrial pioneers who helped slave traders included steam engine inventors Matthew 
Boulton and James Watt, along with gunmaker Samuel Galton 

• Factories in the West Midlands also provided slave chains and neck collars 

• New digital archives reveal newspaper adverts that tell touching stories about runaway 
slaves 

 

A research project that examines digital archives around slavery and its subsequent abolition has 

revealed Birmingham's past involvement in the shameful trade. 

The studies led by Dr Joseph Yannielli, a lecturer in history at Aston University, show how the 

'workshop of the world', as Birmingham was known, contributed to the global slave trade during the 

18th and 19th centuries. 

 

 

James Watt and slavery: The untold story.  
History West Midlands podcast 
https://historywm.com/podcasts/james-watt-and-slavery-the-untold-story 
 
Dr Malcom Dick talks to Dr Stephen Mullen, looking in detail at slave trade links of the Watt family. 
Stephen concludes that the profits of slavery can influence industrial development in ways not at 
first obvious and that we should take more note of slave trade links of ‘dead white men that we 
celebrate still today’.   
 
On our sister initiative Revolutionary Players, www.revolutionaryplayers.org.uk 
you will find a unique digitised resource of prints, drawings, paintings, letters and much more. 
Video 1.31 min. 
 

 

Three Continents, One History: Birmingham, the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade 
and the Caribbean 
African-Caribbean Millennium Centre (ACMC), 2007, 110pp 

https://www.expressandstar.com/news/Features/2021/02/22/regions-links-with-slave-trade-examined-in-controversial-new-report/
https://www.expressandstar.com/news/Features/2021/02/22/regions-links-with-slave-trade-examined-in-controversial-new-report/
https://www.aston.ac.uk/latest-news/podcast-birminghams-shameful-links-slavery-uncovered-academic
https://www.aston.ac.uk/latest-news/podcast-birminghams-shameful-links-slavery-uncovered-academic
https://research.aston.ac.uk/en/persons/joseph-yannielli
https://www.aston.ac.uk/history
http://www.revolutionaryplayers.org.uk/
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Afro-Caribbean Millennium Centre 339 Dudley road, Winson Green, Birmingham B18 4hB  
http://antislavery.ac.uk/items/show/481 
 
'Three Continents, One History' was a community project led by the African-Caribbean Millennium 

Centre (ACMC) to explore the historical links between Birmingham, the transatlantic slave trade and 

the Caribbean. Research focused on themes such as the region's manufacturing history and its links 

to slavery, the role of local regiments in keeping order on Caribbean plantations, the African 

presence in the West Midlands, and the region’s role in the abolitionist movement. The project 

aimed to examine the contemporary relevance of 1807 and the slave trade to Birmingham’s diverse 

communities, to contribute to a reshaping of the National Curriculum, to establish a physical archive 

and an interactive website. The research was shared with the public via weekly broadcasts on New 

Style Radio (a community radio station housed in ACMC) and simulcasts with Caribbean and African 

radio stations. Other events included conferences, dramatisations and discussion workshops. 

Three Continents, One History: Birmingham and the Transatlantic Slave Trade 
114 Pages 

https://www.academia.edu/11971864/Three_Continents_One_History_Birmingham_and_the_Tra
nsatlantic_Slave_Trade 
 

This publication provides the reader with a sample of the varied topics that our Three Continents, 
One History: Birmingham and the Transatlantic Slave Trade project addressed at the Afro-Caribbean 
Millennium Centre, Birmingham, England over a period of fifteen months in 2007- 08. Activities were 
varied: workshop presentations, radio broadcasts (Newstyle Radio) and international simulcasts, 
summer school, curriculum material (KS3), dramatisations and conferences. The project was funded 
by the Heritage Lottery Fund. The book starts with the period before the trafficking in Africans to 
provide an overview of Africa’s often neglected past. Chapter 2 provides an insight into the breadth 
and depth of European involvement in the trafficking. The deportation and enforced migration 
across the Atlantic Ocean – the Middle Passage - have in many respects come to symbolise the 
experiences of millions of Africans. The slaving ship was effectively a carceral regime in which 
Africans were considered as nothing more than good or bad ‘parcels’ that could be ‘tight packed’ like 
sardines and subjected to a panoply of technologies of discipline. The Middle Passage served only to 
prepare Africans for a plantation and mining regime in the Americas whose sole motive was 
money/profit. If the process was designed to make a ‘slave’ of the African, it was equally designed to 
make the European into a ‘master’. It must be said, though, that despite the social, psychological 
and sexual domination imposed by Europeans, Africans resisted in varied ways at every stage of the 
journey from the interior of Africa to the plantation in the Americas. In this book, particular 
attention has been paid to the musical landscape of the Caribbean in allowing us to explore the rich 
heritage that Africans were able to preserve and recreate. The heart of our project was to use local 
archives to disclose the threads that bound the city of Birmingham (UK) to Africa and the Caribbean 
through the Triangular Trade. The book appropriately references the manufacturing connection and 
the emergence of Birmingham as the premier industrial city of Europe. The gun industry has come to 
symbolise this connection; Birmingham made and assembled the guns that ar … View full abstract 
 
Contents 
Introduction 7 Dr Clive Harris 
1 Africa before the Slave Trade 10 Sophia ‘Ankhobia’ Carvalho and Dr Clive Harris 
2 European Involvement in the Slave Trade 20 Dr Clive Harris 
3 The Middle Passage 36 Dr Clive Harris 
4 Slavery and Emancipation 44 Dr Clive Harris 
5 Resistance 54 Dr Clive Harris 
6 The expression of Africa through Jamaican and Black British Music 65 Sophia ‘Ankhobia’ Carvalho 

http://antislavery.ac.uk/items/show/481
https://www.academia.edu/11971864/Three_Continents_One_History_Birmingham_and_the_Transatlantic_Slave_Trade
https://www.academia.edu/11971864/Three_Continents_One_History_Birmingham_and_the_Transatlantic_Slave_Trade
https://www.academia.edu/11971864/Three_Continents_One_History_Birmingham_and_the_Transatlantic_Slave_Trade
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7 Birmingham’s manufacturing industries and the European Slave Trade 74 Dr Clive Harris 
8 West Midlands Regiments and the preservation of the Caribbean slave order 81 Dr Rebecca 
Condron and Dr Clive Harris 
9 Woman to Woman: The Birmingham Female Society for the Relief of British Negro Slaves 90 Dr 
Rebecca Condron 
10 The Lunar Society in Birmingham and its role in the Abolition of the Slave Trade 94 
Dr Rebecca Condron 
11 Black Anti-Slavery Narratives and Transatlantic Identities in Birmingham 102 Dr Andy Green 
 

 

The campaign in Birmingham against the transatlantic slave trade 
From Gas Street to the Ganges 

Book by Simon Wilcox, The History Press, 2020. 

 

“Britain had first become involved in this infamous trade pioneered by Portuguese and Spanish 

colonialists when, in the 1600s, its Caribbean colony of Barbados began to convert from an English 

style of agriculture with small farms growing crops, cotton and tobacco to large scale sugar 

production. The growing and harvesting of sugar cane required large numbers of labourers, and 

soon the plantation owners were looking to slaves imported from West Africa to meet the need.” 

(Page 91). 

 

“Once full, the European merchants ship would depart for the Americas or the Caribbean on the 

notorious Middle Passage, in which hundreds of African slaves were crammed tightly together in the 

ship’s hold for the 5,000 nautical mile voyage, typically chained together in fetid and stinking 

conditions, unable to sit upright due to the low ceilings. Up to one quarter of them did not survive 

the trip, but those that did were then sold on to the plantations, and the ships returned to Europe, 

their holds bursting now not with human cargo this time, but with sugar, rum, tobacco and other 

luxury items. While well to do society in the drawing rooms of London, Amsterdam or Lisbon took 

spoonfuls of sugar in their tea, thousands of Africans were being chained and beaten into the holds 

of vessels anchored off the African coast. Britain soon became the worst offender, with the French 

and the Portuguese not far behind, enslaving nearly 500,000 people in the British colonies by the 

1790s and transporting 3 million Africans across the Atlantic by the beginning of the 19th century. 

 

Had Birmingham not being a city filled with foundries and workshops by the 18th century, making all 

sorts of metal objects, including guns, perhaps it would never have had any involvement in this 

trade; and the notoriety would have belonged solely to the slave ship ports of Liverpool and Bristol. 

But it was, and by the early 18th century its wrought iron products - nails, hoes, bills, scythes and so 

forth - were making their way by the chest-load to the sugar plantations of the British West Indies. In 

fact, exports almost trebled between 1710 and 1735. Not only that, but Brummie workshops were 

also making fetters, colours and padlocks for the slave ships. 

 

At the same time, the city’s thriving gun-making community, which had established itself in the 

alleywaysbetween Birmingham and Fazeley Canal and Steelhouse Lane, were, by now, supplying 

large quantities of arms to slave merchants in Liverpool and Bristol, who would trade in these arms 

for slaves once their ships arrived on the West African coast. By 1766, more than 150,000 

Birmingham made guns were being sent annually to Africa.” (Page 92). 
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“As early as 1761, the Quakers had come to view abolition as a Christian duty, and all members of 

the Society of Friends were barred from owning slaves. Thereafter, the abolition movement 

gradually gained traction, with the real tipping point coming with the horrifying scandal of the slave 

ship Zong in 1781, in which 132 sick slaves were thrown overboard so that the owner could claim the 

insurance.” (Page 93) 

 

Four years later, the Quakers formed the Society of the Suppression of the Slave Trade. Among the 

leading members were Josiah Wedgwood and Joseph Priestley, members of the Lunar Society. In 

1789 the former slave and abolition campaigner Olaudah Equiano came to speak in Birmingham. 

 

Lucy Townsend was born in 1781 in West Bromwich. “Lucy became interested in the anti-slavery 

movement as a young woman in the late 1790s after being inspired by the campaign to boycott 

slave-produced sugar.” (Page 95). 

 

“Despite the Abolition of the Slave Trade Act in 1807, the harsh existence of slaves working on 

plantations in the British Dominions of the Caribbean had continued unabated; and by now a new 

consensus was emerging among activists in London that the only way to end the suffering of slaves 

once and for all was to make slavery itself illegal. In 1823 the Society for the Mitigation and Gradual 

Abolition of Slavery Throughout the British Dominions (but more simply known as the Anti-Slavery 

Society) was formed. ... Notably absent from the leadership of the new Society were women.” 

 

On 8th of April 19 1825, “Townsend held a meeting at her home with Mary Lloyd, the wife of Quaker 

anti slavery campaigner Samuel Lloyd, and other women from the Birmingham nonconformist 

community such as Sarah Wedgwood and Sophia Sturge. 

It was the first meeting of the Birmingham Ladies Society for the Relief of Negro Slaves, later known 

more simply as the Female Society for Birmingham;…” (Pages 95-6) 

 

In 1833 Parliament finally passed the Act abolishing slavery throughout the British Empire.  

 

But the struggle continued against compulsory apprenticeship for former slaves, led in Birmingham 

by Jospeh Sturge. See From Gas Street to the Ganges, pages 99-103.  

 

 

Birmingham and the slave trade 
https://www.business-live.co.uk/retail-consumer/birmingham-and-the-slave-trade-3953554 
 
Chris Upton tells of former slave Moses Roper's lecture tour in the 1830s Birmingham - and its 
unpalatable truths. 
It was on February 23 1838 that Moses Roper came to Birmingham and spoke at Carrs Lane 
Congregational church. Derrington wrote in his diary that there were close to 300 people in the 
audience, and that Roper read from his book and added extra details as well. He also “exhibited the 
chains and irons he had had made to represent those he was enslaved with in America.” 
 

 

Revolutionary Players 
Making the Modern World 
 

https://www.business-live.co.uk/retail-consumer/birmingham-and-the-slave-trade-3953554
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The West Midlands region was home to a remarkable collection of individuals during the closing 
decades of the eighteenth century. Several men of various backgrounds and persuasions formed the 
Lunar Society, so called because it met at the time of the full-moon. They created new philosophies, 
scientific and medical approaches and industrial innovations which transformed the ways we 
understand the world, manipulate the environment and create wealth and labour. The Lunar men 
were also progressive politically and socially, but one area of their interest which has not been fully 
explored is their approach to slavery and anti-slavery. 
 
The anti-slavery movement had its origins in the efforts of individuals who were shocked by the 
cruelty of the slave trade and the inhuman treatment of slaves. They included Quakers and other 
Christians such as Granville Sharp, Thomas Clarkson, John Newton and William Wilberforce. In 1787 
a committee was formed in London to demand an end to the trade. It formed the nucleus of a 
sophisticated campaign which attracted supporters from all social classes. By 1791 the campaign had 
secured the signatures of 400,000 people on more than 500 petitions against the trade. The 
Midlands was an important location for the attack on slavery and much of the credit for its depth 
and sophistication rests with individuals linked with the Lunar Society. 
 
https://www.revolutionaryplayers.org.uk/the-lunar-society-and-the-anti-slavery-debate/ 
https://www.revolutionaryplayers.org.uk/anti-slavery-and-the-midlands/ 
https://www.revolutionaryplayers.org.uk/anti-slavery-poetry-images-and-ideas/ 
https://www.revolutionaryplayers.org.uk/commerce-slavery-and-anti-slavery/ 
https://www.revolutionaryplayers.org.uk/abolition-of-the-slave-trade-and-slavery/ 
 

 

Elizabeth Heyrick and The Birmingham Ladies’ Society for the Relief of Negro 
Slaves 
Mairead Enright 
https://blog.bham.ac.uk/legalherstory/2018/03/15/elizabeth-heyrick-and-the-birmingham-ladies-
society-for-the-relief-of-negro-slaves/ 
 
Heyrick wrote and published her pamphlet ‘Immediate not Gradual Abolition’ in 1824. In this 
pamphlet, she attacked the current stance of leading abolitionists like Thomas Clarkson and William 
Wilberforce who were pushing for gradual abolition. She went so far as to write: “The perpetuation 
of slavery in our West India Colonies is not an abstract question, to be settled between the 
government and the planters; it is one in which we are all implicated, we are all guilty of supporting 
and perpetuating slavery.” 
On April 8th, 1825, Lucy Townsend, a friend of Elizabeth Heyrick, held a meeting at her home in 
West Bromwich in order for women to come together and discuss their role in the anti-slavery 
movement. Elizabeth was present for this meeting and it was here that the Birmingham Ladies 
Society for the Relief of Negro Slaves was established. 
 

 

Mary Prince and the Birmingham Ladies’ Society for the Relief of Negro 
Slaves 
https://blog.bham.ac.uk/legalherstory/2018/03/16/mary-prince-and-the-birmingham-ladies-society-
for-the-relief-of-negro-slaves/ 
Mairead Enright 
Posted on 16th March 2018 by Elizabeth Lawal 
 

https://www.revolutionaryplayers.org.uk/the-lunar-society-and-the-anti-slavery-debate/
https://www.revolutionaryplayers.org.uk/anti-slavery-and-the-midlands/
https://www.revolutionaryplayers.org.uk/anti-slavery-poetry-images-and-ideas/
https://www.revolutionaryplayers.org.uk/commerce-slavery-and-anti-slavery/
https://www.revolutionaryplayers.org.uk/abolition-of-the-slave-trade-and-slavery/
https://blog.bham.ac.uk/legalherstory/2018/03/15/elizabeth-heyrick-and-the-birmingham-ladies-society-for-the-relief-of-negro-slaves/
https://blog.bham.ac.uk/legalherstory/2018/03/15/elizabeth-heyrick-and-the-birmingham-ladies-society-for-the-relief-of-negro-slaves/
https://blog.bham.ac.uk/legalherstory/2018/03/16/mary-prince-and-the-birmingham-ladies-society-for-the-relief-of-negro-slaves/
https://blog.bham.ac.uk/legalherstory/2018/03/16/mary-prince-and-the-birmingham-ladies-society-for-the-relief-of-negro-slaves/
https://blog.bham.ac.uk/legalherstory/author/enrightm/
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Mary Prince was born into slavery in Brackish Pond, Bermuda in 1788. Mary and her siblings were 

raised by her mother until she was twelve, when she was sold for £38 to a new master. She married 

Daniel James, a slave who had bought his freedom, in 1826. This marriage angered her abusive fifth 

master John Woods and his wife. In 1828, they brought her to England. After three months of 

further abuse, Prince left Woods’ household, and sought refuge in the house of her new employer, 

the abolitionist, Thomas Pringle in 1831. Susanna Strickland wrote her life narrative, The History of 

Mary Prince, A West Indian Slave, Related by Herself. It was edited by Pringle. Strickland omitted 

Mary Prince’s accounts of sexual exploitation before her marriage from the narrative. Nevertheless, 

when it was published, the public were shocked by Prince’s accounts of flagellation of pregnant 

slaves, and of her own experience of savage beatings at the hands of her owners. 

 

 

Anti-racism campaigners call for action over Birmingham statues 
Tom Dare  
Jul 2, 2020 
https://www.expressandstar.com/news/local-hubs/birmingham/2020/07/02/anti-racism-
campaigners-call-for-action-over-birmingham-statues/ 
 
Birmingham is ‘littered’ with the statues of men with ‘murderous links with slavery’, an online 
petition has claimed as it calls for them to be removed and buildings to be renamed. 
The petition calls for the removal or renaming of several iconic Birmingham statues and buildings, 
including:  

The Boer War memorial in Canon Hill Park 
Horatio Nelson’s statue outside the Bullring 
James Watt mem rials (including James Watt school) 
Matthew Boulton meTidemorials ( Including Oasis Boulton School) 
Birmingham Curzon Street Station and the Curzon Building (BCU) 
Memorials named after Joseph Chamberlain (Six Form College, Square and Clock Tower) 
 

The petition also asks that the council work with schools to “ensure school children in Birmingham 
are taught history from an anti-colonial perspective”, while also asking the council to “commit to 
tackling structural and systemic racism which is leading to inequalities in health, housing, 
employment and educational, etc within our city.” 
"As the year approaches in which Birmingham will host what used to be called the British Empire 
Games, we’ve got to have a civic conversation and ask ourselves: Why don’t our historians get to 
contribute to writing the official history of Birmingham?" 
 

 

Did Birmingham Profit? 
Andy Green 
BBC 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/birmingham/content/articles/2007/03/03/did_birmingham_profit_feature.s
html 
 
Local Historian Andy Green explains how Birmingham benefited from the brutal enslavement of 
Africans. 

 

 

https://www.expressandstar.com/news/local-hubs/birmingham/2020/07/02/anti-racism-campaigners-call-for-action-over-birmingham-statues/
https://www.expressandstar.com/news/local-hubs/birmingham/2020/07/02/anti-racism-campaigners-call-for-action-over-birmingham-statues/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/birmingham/content/articles/2007/03/03/did_birmingham_profit_feature.shtml
https://www.bbc.co.uk/birmingham/content/articles/2007/03/03/did_birmingham_profit_feature.shtml
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‘Birmingham: its people, its history’: representing slavery in a civic museum – 
Part I 
https://lbsatucl.wordpress.com/2013/11/22/birmingham-its-people-its-history-representing-

slavery-in-a-civic-museum-part-i/ 
Kate Donington 
22 November 2013 
 

‘Birmingham: its people, its history’: representing slavery in a civic museum – 
Part II 
https://lbsatucl.wordpress.com/2013/12/06/birmingham-its-people-its-history-representing-
slavery-in-a-civic-museum-part-ii/ 
6 Dec 2013  
Kate Donington 
 
Guns were used to trade for enslaved Africans and manacles forged in the city were used to keep 
people captive. The people of Birmingham consumed slave produced goods such as sugar, coffee 
and tobacco. Industries were established to provide the chinaware and metal tongs which were the 
hallmarks of newly fashionable leisure activities like taking tea. One of the display cases brings 
together a selection of objects which visually make the link between trade, industry, slavery and 
consumption, allowing the visitor to understand how the component parts of the story interacted. 
 

 

Slavery and the Building of Britain 
James Walvin 

17 Feb 2011 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/abolition/building_britain_gallery_08.shtml 

Industry 

 
The British iron industries boomed on the back of slavery - chains, padlocks, fetters, the metal used 

in ship construction (slave ships were sheathed with copper), and hundreds of thousands of firearms 

that were shipped to West Africa to exchange for African slaves. In addition, all the tools used on the 

slave plantations were manufactured in Britain. Matthew Boulton developed extensive business 

dealings with the plantations from his factory at Soho in Birmingham. The mill above was used by 

Boulton for making buttons and metal rolling. 

 

Along with James Watt, Boulton developed new steam engines that were sold to the sugar 

plantations, which used steam power to replace the traditional wind, water or horse power - and so 

needed fewer slaves. Although Boulton was an abolitionist, there were many iron manufacturers in 

the Midlands who objected to the abolition campaign, who argued that their business depended on 

the trade to and from Africa (for slaves) and with the slave plantations. In the end, the abolition of 

the slave trade and slavery did not undermine local iron industries. Soho Museum is an impressive 

link between Atlantic slavery and the early English metal industry, which supplied the equipment for 

the slave ships, and exports to Africa and the plantations. 

 

 

A not so pretty story: Birmingham and the Slave Trade 
https://www.positivelybirmingham.co.uk/blogbirminghamslavetrade.html 

https://lbsatucl.wordpress.com/2013/11/22/birmingham-its-people-its-history-representing-slavery-in-a-civic-museum-part-i/
https://lbsatucl.wordpress.com/2013/11/22/birmingham-its-people-its-history-representing-slavery-in-a-civic-museum-part-i/
https://lbsatucl.wordpress.com/2013/11/22/birmingham-its-people-its-history-representing-slavery-in-a-civic-museum-part-i/
https://lbsatucl.wordpress.com/2013/12/06/birmingham-its-people-its-history-representing-slavery-in-a-civic-museum-part-ii/
https://lbsatucl.wordpress.com/2013/12/06/birmingham-its-people-its-history-representing-slavery-in-a-civic-museum-part-ii/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/abolition/building_britain_gallery_08.shtml
https://www.positivelybirmingham.co.uk/blogbirminghamslavetrade.html
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By Jonathan Berg 
 
Our walking tours of Birmingham tell of the development of the city from our medieval past to 
where we are heading in the 21st Century. We include open and honest discussions about our city 
and certainly, the more murky aspects of the Industrial and Commercial Revolutions in the 17th and 
18th centuries will be more to the fore on future tours. Modern interpretations of Birmingham’s 
historical development have tended to gloss over the more unsavoury aspects. When we look at our 
history with new eyes, things are revealed that certainly do not fit the ‘easy read’ of an 
entrepreneurial environment which became the ‘town of a thousand trades’. Yes, the simplistic 
history we often tell sees Birmingham starting as a market town in medieval times. Using ingenuity, 
local Black Country raw materials, and power from water-mills Birmingham developed production 
skills and made things people wanted such as ceramics, leather, and then metal items. In the 18th 
century, we became a major centre of the Industrial Revolution. The explosive growth of the town 
caused all sorts of issues that our famous Mayor Joseph Chamberlain and his Victorian mates sorted 
out for us from the 1870s. Our stories tend not to dwell on the darker sides of our roles in colonial 
development and links with the slave trade hardly get a mention. After all, as we learned in history 
lessons at school, the Commercial Revolution of the 17th and 18th centuries was centred on a trade 
triangulation based on the ports of London, Bristol & Liverpool with West Africa and the Americas. 
Produce went to Africa, slaves on to the West Indies and the Americas. Goods such as sugar, hemp, 
tobacco, and rum came back to England….job done. There is never a mention of Birmingham. We 
recognise that Birmingham’s production of knives, guns, and more general armaments and wartime 
materials have been important from medieval wars right up to the 20th century. However, instead 
of gun production, for which Birmingham and the Black Country were hugely involved in the mid-
1700s, we prefer stories of James Watt and his steam engines and the town’s manufacture of 
buttons and buckles, pen nibs and even celebrated Victorian whistles still made today on the original 
fly presses.The Black Lives Matter campaign has changed this forever. It has fuelled a desire for us to 
understand more of our past and ensure the stories we tell give a balanced and less superficial view. 
The result is an appreciation of the way the past is sometimes sanitized for the sake of a happy 
‘touristy’ experience; because of course considering the more difficult aspects of our history is just 
that…difficult, at a number of levels!  
 

 

Joseph Sturge memorial 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Sturge_memorial 
 
A memorial to the English Quaker, abolitionist and activist Joseph Sturge (1793–1859) was unveiled 
before a crowd of 12,000 people on 4 June 1862 at Five Ways, Birmingham, near his former home. 
In 1925 the monument was moved a short distance, to its current position, and a bronze plaque was 

affixed to the memorial to tell passers-by more about its subject. The inscription reads (all in 

capitals; punctuation added for readability): ‘He laboured to bring freedom to the Negro slave, the 

vote to British workmen, and the promise of peace to a war-torn world’. 

On 24 March 2007, the city held a civic ceremony to formally rededicate the statue. The Lord Mayor 

of Birmingham, councillor Mike Sharpe, unveiled a new interpretation board giving details of 

Sturge's life.  

 

 

Remembering Slavery in Birmingham: Sculpture, Paintings and Installations 
Andy Green 
Slavery & Abolition: A Journal of Slave and Post-Slave Studies 
Volume 29, 2008 - Issue 2: Special Issue on Public Art, Artefacts and Atlantic Slavery 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Sturge_memorial
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quaker
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abolitionism_in_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Sturge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Five_Ways,_Birmingham
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https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/01440390802027798 
 
This article considers the impact of local and national debates about slavery and abolition in 
Birmingham in the United Kingdom, highlighting the significance of memorialised representations of 
Joseph Sturge, a leader of nineteenth-century emancipation campaigns. By addressing the complex 
diasporic cultural heritages that co-exist in the West Midlands today, it argues how urban industrial 
sites such as Birmingham are often unfairly neglected in accounts of slavery. Contesting this 
absence, the article also looks at the work of Vanley Burke's ‘Sugar Coated Tears’ – a contemporary 
installation that confronts Birmingham's complicity in providing the industrial materials needed to 
supply the Atlantic trade. 
 

 

Slavery and Abolition: A Guide to Resources 
http://www.connectinghistories.org.uk/birmingham-stories/birmingham-stories-research-guides/ 

 

“Every Birmingham man will rejoice to learn that this town took an active part in the noblest 

philanthropic labour of the age” (Langford, ‘A Century of Birmingham Life’) 

 

This guide is designed to uncover the legacies of slavery and abolition in Birmingham: 

What is the real story of Birmingham’s involvement with the slave trade? 

In what ways did the industrial West Midlands profit from slavery; and, how did antislavery 

organisations develop to resist the trade? 

What do archives tell us about the personal lives caught up in one of the most important and 

destructive ‘trades’ in human history? 

 

Chapters in this research guide include: 

Birmingham: For or Against Slavery? 

The Galton Family, Gun Making and the Transatlantic Trade 

Resistance to Plantation Life 

The Sturge Family and Nineteenth Century Antislavery Campaigning 

Black Antislavery Activists in Birmingham 

 

Slavery and Abolition research guide 

People and places mentioned in this research guide include: Joseph Sturge; Abolition of the Slave 

Trade Act; Samuel Galton; Samuel Galton Jnr; James Farmer; Lunar Society; Quakers; Mary Anne 

Schimmelpennick; Jamaican Slave Rebellion; Samuel Sharpe; Female Society for the Relief of British 

Negro Slaves; Olaudah Equiano; Frederick Douglass; Amanda Smith; Ebenezer Chapel; Birmingham 

Anti-Slavery Society; and, Revd Peter Stanford. 

 

 

Slavery and Abolition: A Guide to Resources  
http://calmview.birmingham.gov.uk/CalmView/app_themes/customer/images/bah-source-
Slavery%20&%20Abolition%20(Birmingham%20Stories).pdf 
 
Contents: 
Birmingham: For or Against Slavery?  
The Galton Family, Gun Making and the Transatlantic Trade  
Resistance to Plantation Life  

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/01440390802027798
http://www.connectinghistories.org.uk/birmingham-stories/birmingham-stories-research-guides/
http://calmview.birmingham.gov.uk/CalmView/app_themes/customer/images/bah-source-Slavery%20&%20Abolition%20(Birmingham%20Stories).pdf
http://calmview.birmingham.gov.uk/CalmView/app_themes/customer/images/bah-source-Slavery%20&%20Abolition%20(Birmingham%20Stories).pdf
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The Sturge Family and Nineteenth Century Antislavery Campaigning  
Black Antislavery Activists in Birmingham  
Summary of Key Themes  
Sources from Birmingham Archives and Heritage Collections 
General Sources 
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South Asian history 
 

 

History of the British Raj 
From Wikipedia 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_British_Raj 
 
British India (1612–1947) 
EIC in India 1612–1757 
Company rule in India 1757–1858 
British rule in Portuguese India 1797–1813 
British Raj 1858–1947 
British rule in Burma 1824–1948 
Princely states 1721–1949 
Partition of India 1947– 
 
After the first war for Indian independence, the British Government took over the administration to 
establish the British Raj. 
The British Raj refers to the period of British rule on the Indian subcontinent between 1858 and 
1947. The system of governance was instituted in 1858 when the rule of the East India Company was 
transferred to the Crown in the person of Queen Victoria. 
It lasted until 1947, when the British provinces of India were partitioned into two sovereign 
dominion states: the Dominion of India and the Dominion of Pakistan, leaving the princely states to 
choose between them. Most of the princely states decided to join either Dominion of India or 
Dominion of Pakistan, except the state of Jammu and Kashmir. It was only at the last moment that 
Jammu and Kashmir agreed to sign the "Instrument of Accession" with India. The two new 
dominions later became the Republic of India and the Islamic Republic of Pakistan (the eastern half 
of which, still later, became the People's Republic of Bangladesh). The province of Burma in the 
eastern region of the Indian Empire had been made a separate colony in 1937 and became 
independent in 1948. 
The East India Company was an English and later British joint-stock company.[1] It was formed to 
trade in the Indian Ocean region, initially with Mughal India and the East Indies, and later with Qing 
China. The company ended up seizing control of large parts of the Indian subcontinent, colonised 
parts of Southeast Asia, and colonised Hong Kong after a war with Qing China. 
 

 

The Raj and Birmingham 
From Gas Street to the Ganges  
Book by Simon Wilcox, 2021 
 
Simon Wilcox explains the beginnings of the British conquest of India in the early 1900s. (Pages 50-
51). 
 
“…let's start our story about Birmingham's relationship with the subcontinent in the early days of the 
Raj, at the beginning of the nineteenth century. If ever there was a moment, this was the moment 
when the British East India Company made the transition from being an operator of a handful of 
trading enclaves around the coast to supreme rulers of India. In the half century since Captain 
Robert Clive's 1757 conquest of Bengal, the company had appointed the first Governor General for 
its Indian territories, Warren Hastings, and across India had seen off several local Mughal rulers such 
as Tipu Sultan of Mysore making their final stands against its military might. But it was during the 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_British_Raj
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first two decades of the nineteenth century that it really finished the job. This was when the British 
Redcoats, and the rank and file Indian army in their employee, went on to conquer most of the 
subcontinent, taking Delhi as early as 1803, mopping up with Gujarat and Maharashtra in 1818, and 
making the East India Company masters of all India in the process. Only the Sikhs of the Punjab held 
out, until they too finally succumbed to British power in 1849.  
 
But what had all this empire building in a faraway land to do with a city in the English Midlands? The 
answer is quite a lot. Unpalatably perhaps for the twenty-first-century reader, British military 
aggression in India now paved the way for a new breed of British industrialists back home to exploit 
the opportunities, not least the export-oriented factory owners sitting alongside the canals of 
Birmingham, eager to expand their influence around the world. … 
 
The Soho foundry, founded by Bolton and Watt in 1796, was particularly active. …Extensive drawings 
held at the Wolfson Archive Centre show, among other things, the firm’s plans for the Calcutta and 
Bombay Mints in the 1820s. The charts portray a welter of engines, as well as all manner of cranks 
and shafts, pulleys and lashes, for use in the engine houses and pump rooms that accompanied the 
copper and silver melting houses, the coining rooms and the rolling mills. Like the Soho foundry in 
Birmingham, the Mints were huge industrial complexes.” 
 
Wilcox explains the “political arrogance – honed on the anvil of empire – that saw it as Britain’s 
historic misssion to bring the ‘benefits’ of British law, education and administration to the old and 
corrupt ‘Orient’”. (Page 53). This was often accompanied by “a religious evangelism - the zeal of 
British missionaries to convert Indians to Christianity. This second form is where Birmingham came 
in once again.” (Page 54).   
 
“It was in 1919 that, in the face of growing social unrest caused by post-war economic hardships, 
saw first the repressive Rowlatt Acts, which extended police powers of detention without trial, and 
then on 13 April, the terribel catastrophe of the Amritsar massacre. This was the fateful day when 
local commander Reginald Dyer ordered British troops to fire on a crowd of peaceful protesters 
gathered in the Jallianwala Bagh gardens, killing at least 400 people. Despite the Government of 
India Act of the same year, which set in train a process towards self-government for the country, it 
was this massacre, in particular, which proved, in the view of many historians to be the tipping point 
for British India.”  
 
It led to “a political movement against British rule known as ‘non-violent non-cooperation’ led by a 
charismatic new leader, Mohandas K. Ghandi, who had recently returned from 20 years in South 
Africa, and thereafter a campaign of civil disobedience led by Ghandi and other nationalist leaders 
such as Jawaharlal Nehru.” (Page 66).  
 
Simon Wilcox gives an account of Charles Freer Andrews, who was educated at King Edward’s School 
in Birmingham. His family was strongly pro-Empire, but he became a teacher in India and saw “for 
himself the racial prejudice that some in the British Raj dealt out to the native Indian population”. He 
became “a rebel against the racial arrogance of the British Raj, and a rebel against his own middle-
class security”. He became an activist, working with Ghandi and writing two books about his ideas. 
(Pages 66-8).  
 
See From Gas Street to the Ganges for a wealth of further information. 
 

 

We are here because you were there: Exploring Partition 1947 with young 
people in schools and in museums 
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Ciara Garcha, Sadia Habib and Kamran Sajid 
https://sharedculturalheritage.wordpress.com/2021/09/07/we-are-here-because-you-were-there-
exploring-partition-1947-with-young-people-in-schools-and-in-museums/ 
 
Top Posts & Pages 

• Blog 
• The Curious Case of Kitty Kirkpatrick 
• Book Review of Amrit Wilson's Finding A Voice: Asian Women in Britain 
• About OSCH MANCHESTER 
• 'Growing Up Asian' - a monologue 
• The Great Anglo-Indian Story 
• Navigating mixed-race South Asian identities 
• Young People and Communities 
• Young People’s Experiences of Exploring Heritage 
• White Teeth and Oral History 

 

 

Striking Women 
https://www.striking-women.org/page/about-0 
 
The website offers a set of educational resources on:  (i) migration, (ii) women and work, (iii)  rights 
and responsibilities at work and  (iv) the stories of South Asian women involved in the Grunwick and 
Gate Gourmet industrial disputes.  This site also provides resources for Black History Month that 
celebrate the contribution of Black and minority ethnic communities to the political and economic 
life of the UK, and to their role in the struggles for better rights for us all. The site includes  student-
friendly research findings, workbooks, time-lines, case studies, curriculum connections and activities 
as well as  a two-part comic which depicts the life stories of two South Asian women involved with 
these disputes, downloadable from the site. 
These resources are linked to the curriculum which is taught in secondary schools to age 11- 16 
(currently Key stages 3 and 4).  The materials will be of particular relevance to the teaching of 
Geography, History and Citizenship Education.   
www.striking-women.org 
 
Migration 
https://www.striking-women.org/module/migration/history-migration 
 
In studying this module 'Migration', students will: 

1. Understand the history of international migration from the 17th century to the present 
2. Understand migration by using four analytical approaches to explore the reasons why 

people migrate 
3. Understand migration through a range of case studies related to migration in the 

contemporary world. 

Introduction 
A history of migration 
Understanding migration 
Types of migrants 
Map of major South Asian migration flows 
 
After completing this section, students will be able to: 

https://sharedculturalheritage.wordpress.com/2021/09/07/we-are-here-because-you-were-there-exploring-partition-1947-with-young-people-in-schools-and-in-museums/
https://sharedculturalheritage.wordpress.com/2021/09/07/we-are-here-because-you-were-there-exploring-partition-1947-with-young-people-in-schools-and-in-museums/
https://sharedculturalheritage.wordpress.com/
https://sharedculturalheritage.wordpress.com/2020/08/04/the-curious-case-of-kitty-kirkpatrick/
https://sharedculturalheritage.wordpress.com/2021/02/17/book-review-of-amrit-wilsons-finding-a-voice-asian-women-in-britain/
https://sharedculturalheritage.wordpress.com/about-osch-2/
https://sharedculturalheritage.wordpress.com/2020/09/03/growing-up-asian-a-monologue/
https://sharedculturalheritage.wordpress.com/2020/08/17/the-great-anglo-indian-story/
https://sharedculturalheritage.wordpress.com/2020/07/27/navigating-mixed-race-south-asian-identities/
https://sharedculturalheritage.wordpress.com/young-people-and-communities/
https://sharedculturalheritage.wordpress.com/2021/01/08/young-peoples-experiences-of-exploring-heritage-2/
https://sharedculturalheritage.wordpress.com/2020/05/07/white-teeth-and-oral-history/
https://www.striking-women.org/page/about-0
http://www.striking-women.org/
https://www.striking-women.org/module/migration/history-migration
https://www.striking-women.org/module/migration/introduction
https://www.striking-women.org/module/migration/history-migration
https://www.striking-women.org/module/migration/understanding-migration
https://www.striking-women.org/main-module-page/types-migrants
https://www.striking-women.org/page/map-major-south-asian-migration-flows
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1. Understand the different types of migration that occurred within Europe, Africa and Asia 
(17th-18th centuries) 

2. Explain the significance of permanent settlements in the colonies and the results of this 
(1500s to mid 19th century) 

3. Discuss the impact of the slave trade on migration figures and have an insight into the 
human cost of this (1550 to the end of the 18th century) 

4. Understand the issues surrounding indentured labour which replaced slavery (1834-1917) 
5. Explain the reasons for mass migration to the New World (1800s-1930)  
6. Analyse the impact that WWII had on migration (late 1940s to 1960s) 
7. Distinguish the post 1970s phase of migration from previous migration flows. 

 

 

Post 1947 migration to the UK - from India, Bangladesh, Pakistan and Sri 
Lanka 
https://www.striking-women.org/module/map-major-south-asian-migration-flows/post-1947-
migration-uk-india-bangladesh-pakistan-and 
 
South Asian migrants to the UK after 1947 come from different countries and for different reasons - 
to escape civil war, to seek better economic opportunities and to join family members already 
settled here. In spite of facing discrimination in Britain, these migrants have settled in the UK, and  
through their struggles for workers’ rights and civil rights many have contributed to the political, 
economic and social life of the UK. 
 

 

Partition Voices: Untold British Stories  
Book by Kavita Puri 
July 2020 
The division of the Indian subcontinent in 1947 into India and Pakistan saw millions uprooted and 
resulted in unspeakable violence. It happened far away, but it would shape modern Britain. 
Dotted across homes in Britain are people who were witnesses to one of the most tumultuous 
events of the twentieth century. But their memory of Partition has been shrouded in silence. In her 
eye-opening and timely work, Kavita Puri uncovers remarkable testimonies from former subjects of 
the Raj who are now British citizens – including her father. 
Weaving a tapestry of human experience over seven decades, Puri reveals a secret history of 
ruptured families and friendships, extraordinary journeys and daring rescue missions that 
reverberates with compassion and loss. It is a work that breaks the silence and confronts the difficult 
truths at the heart of Britain's shared past with South Asia. 
 

 

Partition Voices: Aftermath 
Kavita Puri 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/w27vpwnz 
26 mins audio BBC 
Witnesses describe the immediate aftermath of partition itself. As the former British territories were 
divided into two new dominions of India and Pakistan, millions on both sides of the new border 
found themselves in the wrong place – and fled. Intercommunal violence spread rapidly among 
Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs, and news of the atrocities sparked revenge attacks. Yet even as this 
brutality shocked the world, some of those who bore witness to it recall many individual acts of 
courage and humanity. 

https://www.striking-women.org/glossary/letter_m#Migration
https://www.striking-women.org/glossary/letter_i#Indentured_labour
https://www.striking-women.org/module/map-major-south-asian-migration-flows/post-1947-migration-uk-india-bangladesh-pakistan-and
https://www.striking-women.org/module/map-major-south-asian-migration-flows/post-1947-migration-uk-india-bangladesh-pakistan-and
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/w27vpwnz


93 
 

On the 70th anniversary of the partition of India, Kavita Puri hears remarkable testimonies from 
people who witnessed the drama first hand - and even took part in it. They speak with remarkable 
clarity about the tumultuous events, whose legacy endures to this day. 
 

 

Break the silence on partition and British colonial history – before it’s too late 
Kavita Puri 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/jul/31/break-silence-partition-british-colonial-
history-south-asian 
 
Many British south Asian families, like mine, were caught up in the violence of 1947. Seventy years 
on, some are telling their stories for the first time. 
 

 

‘The Partition generation that migrated to Britain is in no-man’s land when it 
comes to belonging’ 
An interview with Kavita Puri, whose ‘Partition Voices’ chronicles the unique stories of Partition 
refugees who migrated to Britain. 
July 2019 
https://scroll.in/article/931917/the-partition-generation-that-migrated-to-britain-is-in-no-mans-
land-when-it-comes-to-belonging 
 

 

Partition Voices 
https://www.andrewwhitehead.net/partition-voices.html 
Andrew Whitehead 
Over the past twenty years or more, I have conducted scores of interviews with people with 
personal stories to tell of Partition - the botched division of British India in August 1947 to created 
two independent nations, India and Pakistan. It produced one of the great tragedies of a deeply 
tragic century - at least half-a-million dead, ten million or more migrants, and the rupture of a 
symbiotic culture, most notably in Punjab. 
The audio of a few of the interviews is posted here: https://www.andrewwhitehead.net/partition-
voices.html 
I have also posted quite a number of my Partition related interviews on YouTube - here's the 
Partition Voices playlist.  
 

 
The Wheel of Surya 
Jamila Gavin  
Egmont, paperback, £6.99, ISBN 9780749747442 
As India is rocked by the Independence movement and partition with Pakistan, Marvinder and 
Jaspal’s village in the contested Punjab is burned to the ground. Marvinder barely manages to save 
Jaspal’s life and amid terrible violence they are separated from their mother and all they know. 
Determined to reach their father in England, Jaspal and Marvinder must make their way to Bombay, 
a difficult journey in which they are unexpectedly aided by a Muslim traveller. The siblings eventually 
reach England, but they discover a hostile, post-war world that in no way matches the stories they 
have heard from their mother of a Promised Land. 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/jul/31/break-silence-partition-british-colonial-history-south-asian
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/jul/31/break-silence-partition-british-colonial-history-south-asian
https://scroll.in/article/931917/the-partition-generation-that-migrated-to-britain-is-in-no-mans-land-when-it-comes-to-belonging
https://scroll.in/article/931917/the-partition-generation-that-migrated-to-britain-is-in-no-mans-land-when-it-comes-to-belonging
https://www.andrewwhitehead.net/partition-voices.html
https://www.andrewwhitehead.net/partition-voices.html
https://www.andrewwhitehead.net/partition-voices.html
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLKD5n_Nv58q5ZHmIKTBcdJD1g4mwcv5i0
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLKD5n_Nv58q5ZHmIKTBcdJD1g4mwcv5i0
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Gavin touches on culture, class, faith and family in the first book of an epic trilogy set against the 
chaos of Partition. Originally published in the 1990s, it was reissued in 2011 and remains one of the 
very best children’s books about the aftermath of colonial rule in India.  
 

 

We are here because you were there: Exploring Partition 1947 with young 
people in schools and in museums 
https://sharedculturalheritage.wordpress.com/author/sadiahabib2020/ 
Ciara Garcha, Sadia Habib and Kamran Sajid 
 
Partition 1947. An arbitrary line etched into the face of a continent unleashed one of the most 
devastating events in modern world history. When British colonialists carved up the state, creating 
east and west Pakistan and a newly defined India, an estimated 14 million people migrated during 
the Partition of India. At least one million were killed in the ethnic and sectarian communal violence 
making this an episode of sheer bloodshed in South Asian history. 
Partition marked an acceleration towards hasty and often messy decolonisation in the aftermath of 
World War Two. The significance of the Partition of India on the identities of so many young people 
of South Asian descent in the UK and around the world is something that needs to be explored in 
cultural and educational spaces. 
In understanding Britain’s historic duality as both oppressor and new home for the oppressed, as a 
source of pain and a source of hope, we can better understand the country as it is today. Viewing 
Britain as both a bloody colonial power and also a place of postcolonial optimism presents us with a 
nuanced and multi-dimensional picture.  
 
See more on the Our Shared Cultural Heritage website - young people disrupting and redefining 
cultures, histories, and identities: https://sharedculturalheritage.wordpress.com/osch-young-
collective/ 
 

 

Birmingham and the legacy of Indian independence 
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/news/birmingham-and-legacy-indian-independence 
8 March 2017 
 
Mass migration following India's declaration of independence GN Kazi/Creative Commons 
Two Birmingham-based projects are marking the 70th anniversary of India’s independence, and its 
partition into the two countries of India and Pakistan. 
The partition led to one of the largest mass migrations in history, as well as huge loss of life. The 

projects will focus on its lasting impact and the effect of South Asian migration on the West 

Midlands. 

 

 

The end of the Raj, Partition, and migrants to Birmingham 
From Gas Street to the Ganges  
Book by Simon Wilcox, 2021 
 
“In 1945 there were about 1000 people from British India living in Birmingham. … we know that by 
the 1860s there were three lodging houses for Asians in the city, one of them run by a Christian 
convert called Dada Bhai…”. 
 

https://sharedculturalheritage.wordpress.com/2021/09/07/we-are-here-because-you-were-there-exploring-partition-1947-with-young-people-in-schools-and-in-museums/
https://sharedculturalheritage.wordpress.com/2021/09/07/we-are-here-because-you-were-there-exploring-partition-1947-with-young-people-in-schools-and-in-museums/
https://sharedculturalheritage.wordpress.com/author/sadiahabib2020/
https://sharedculturalheritage.wordpress.com/osch-young-collective/
https://sharedculturalheritage.wordpress.com/osch-young-collective/
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/news/birmingham-and-legacy-indian-independence
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“We also know that Gandhi visited the Quakers in the city and met the Bishop of Birmingham as part 
of his visit to the UK in 1931, and in 1924 the Birmingham Mail carried an advert for Indian eye 
specialists Jangir & Sons on Row. But much further beyond these images, the picture is fragmentary 
and obscure.” (Page 76). 
 
“But after the Second World War, it is as if there is a break in the Jali wall and shafts of light now 
pour in on the history of Indians in Birmingham. There was one overriding reason for this. From that 
point onwards - certainly from 1948, when Britain’s Nationality Act gave British citizenship to citizens 
of former British colonies - Birmingham would see people from the subcontinent arriving in ever 
increasing numbers as they became an integral part of the city’ses post war reconstruction story . 
 
There were two main drivers behind this large-scale migration: the partition of India and the 
importance of Birmingham as a manufacturing centre. 
 
To turn to the Partition first of all, we have to return to the final days of the British in India. Britain - 
as the wreckage of Birmingham's city centre and other cities like Liverpool and London so amply 
symbolised - lay in ruins. Although it had won the war, Britain was virtually bankrupt and  no longer 
possessed the resources or the will to control an India that was in febrile mood. As the clarion call 
for independence grew in the aftermath of the war, passions began to run high between India's 
Muslim and Hindu communities, and it was not long before violence was breaking out between 
them as it has done before, most recently in the 1930s. This time, the fault lines were mainly in the 
Punjab and in Bengal, where reinvigorated dreams of an independent Muslim state in those 
northern states were fuelling catastrophic riots. In five days in Calcutta in August 1946, for instance, 
4000 people from both of India's main communities were killed, and thousands more wounded or 
made homeless.  
 
As these northern areas descended into chaos, Britain’s last viceroy, Lord Mountbatten, sped up the 
transfer of power from Britain to two new independent states, Pakistan and India, which, despite his 
best intentions, only served to exacerbate the problem.”  
 
“Generally speaking, many of the Indians who turned up in Birmingham seeking work in the post-
war era were from these areas. With long traditions of migration to far-flung posts of the British 
Empire, Sikhs from farming lands in the Punjab started to arrive. From newly formed West Pakistan,  
it was Muslims mainly from the district of Mirpur, while from East Pakistan, now Bangladesh, it was 
Muslims from the Sylhet region and Chittagong. … 
 
The thing they all had in their sights was the huge manufacturing sector in the place known as the 
city of 1000 trades.”  
 
Many of them hoped that this new life would be a better life, but in the early days the realities were 
harsh. Although they were relatively well paid, many of the industrial vacancies the migrants filled, 
particularly in the Black Country foundries, were in hot, dirty, physically demanding environments. … 
 
Finally, there was the racism. Today, Birmingham is one of the most multi-ethnic cities in Europe, 
with nearly 45% of its population from a migrant background. But, in the 1960s, it looked as if the 
West Midlands could become a cauldron of racial bigotry and violence. 
 
The issue flared up in one area of the city in particular, Smethwick, when in the general election of 
1964 the local Conservative candidate Peter Griffiths sought to exploit smouldering frictions over the 
local housing shortage by blaming it on an influx of immigrants, many of them Sikhs from the 
Punjab.” (Extracts from pages 75-9) 
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Communities and change 
Common issues in the Punjab and the West Midlands 
https://www.tidegloballearning.net/primary-early-years/communities-and-change 
 
Communities & Change aims to enable children to learn about the Punjab as a place and about the 
people who live there. The activities have been designed by teachers to support children's 
investigation of issues that we have in common with this locality. 
The stimulus of images from the Punjab provides a starting point for thinking about questions and 
issues that affect our own daily lives. The approaches support the challenging of our own 
stereotypes and assumptions and enable children to learn as much about themselves and their own 
communities as they do about this distant locality. 
 

 

The men and women who brought curry to Birmingham 
By Alpha Ceesay 
BBC NewsPublished 
13 January 2018 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-birmingham-42542081 
 
Bangladeshi migrants opened some of the first curry houses in Birmingham 
Curry has become as much a staple of British cuisine as fish and chips or the roast dinner. In the 
1940s, it was settlers from Bangladesh, then East Pakistan, that introduced residents to their native 
dishes, by cooking milder versions of curry to suit British taste buds. 
Video 
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=10156938643968782 
2mins30 
 

 
Striking Out 
https://www.striking-women.org/main-module-page/striking-out 
 
'Striking Out' tells the story of two groups of South Asian women workers who came to Britain, 
following very different migration journeys. They took part in struggles for workers’ rights at 
Grunwick (1976-1978) and at Gate Gourmet (2005). 
Grunwick was a photo processing plant in Brent, North London. The dispute took place between 
1976 and 1978. The events of this famous strike and the background of the women workers who 
took part in it are explored here. 
The Gate Gourmet dispute started in 2005 in a factory that produced food for airlines in Southall, 
London. To understand the events of this dispute, we need to examine the backgrounds of the 
workers who took part in it. 
 
The Legacy of Grunwick and Gate Gourmet 
This section discusses how migrant South Asian women in the UK have contributed to the pursuit of 
dignity and equality for all women and all workers, through their workplace activism. 
 

 

Power on the picket line: remembering the Burnsall Strike 

https://www.tidegloballearning.net/primary-early-years/communities-and-change
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-birmingham-42542081
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=10156938643968782
https://www.striking-women.org/main-module-page/striking-out
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https://www.redpepper.org.uk/power-on-the-picket-line.../ 
 
Sarbjit Johal, South Asia Solidarity Group, discussing Lessons of the Burnsall Strike and resisting 
racism and sexism at work. The workers involved in the 1992-3 Burnsall strike, which took place at a 
small car part factory in Birmingham, gained national support in their fight for union recognition, 
equal pay, health and safety improvements and an end to compulsory overtime. This article originally 
appeared in Red Pepper Issue #230, ‘Struggles for Truth’, published December 2020.  
 
A film about the Burnsall Strike, Women of 10 Downing Street, is available on YouTube: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=rEJc483xpKM.  
 

 
Muslims In Birmingham 
Tahir Abbas, Director, Centre for the Study of Ethnicity and Culture, University of Birmingham 
https://www.compas.ox.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/RR-2008-Muslims_Cohesion_Birmingham.pdf 
23pp 
 
This paper explores the economic, political, social, and cultural positions of the Muslim population of 
Birmingham, UK. The analysis is largely based on secondary official data in an attempt to 
characterise the socio-demographic features of the Muslim profile in Birmingham. The paper aims to 
present a helpful and up-to-date contextualisation in relation to the group of interest. First, there is 
an analysis of the processes of migration and settlement to the city from former New 
Commonwealth countries and new migrants from Eastern Europe, Middle East and Africa. Second, 
there is an examination of the economic context of ethnic minorities and Muslims in the city, 
exploring the demographic profile and charting the experiences in education, the labour market, 
health, and housing. Third, there is a descriptive analysis of important media events in 2005, which 
were important for Muslims in the city but also for others in the area. Finally, the conclusions 
summarise salient concerns relating to debates about what it is to be Muslim, British and a minority 
in the current context. These refer to both the structural and material realities of deprivation, but 
also concerns about cultural and religious discrimination. 
 

 

Birmingham Asian heritage sources 
https://www.tes.com/resource-detail/download/11819134# 
 
The following is a source list of those materials held in the Local Studies Collection relating to a study 

of Birmingham’s place in British Asian heritage. The Local Studies Collection is a designated 

repository of printed resources pertaining to the cultural and historic development of the city. 

 

Community profiles 
Communities of Asian Origin in Birmingham (1994). LP 21.85. 

The Bangladeshi Community in Birmingham (1995). LF 21.85. 

The Bangladeshi Community in Birmingham (2001). LF 21.85. 

The Hindu Community in Birmingham. (1995). LF 21.85. 

The Pakistani Community in Birmingham. (1997). LF 21.85. 

The Sikh Community in Birmingham. (1995). LF 21.85. 

 

https://www.redpepper.org.uk/power-on-the-picket-line.../
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rEJc483xpKM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=rEJc483xpKM
https://www.compas.ox.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/RR-2008-Muslims_Cohesion_Birmingham.pdf
https://www.tes.com/resource-detail/download/11819134
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Journals and magazines 
Boyshakhi. (Quarterly Bengali magazine). September 2003 to September 2004. LB 21.84. 

Dawn, Newsletter of the Birmingham Mosque Trust Ltd. September 1991 to July 2012. LBF 19.96. 

Lions and Princesses, Magazine for Sikh Youth. Editions 1 to 2, Winter 1993 to Spring 1994. LBF 

19.971. 

Mazdoor. (Punjabi monthly journal of the Indian Workers Association). Nos. 1 to 4, 1961 to 1962. LB 

21.82. 

Muath Welfare Trust. Annual reports and Accounts. 1994/5, 2000, 2003. LBF 19.96. 

Muslim Women’s Network. Issue 1, August 2006. LBF 19.96. 

Sirat-e-Mustaqeen. December 2002 to February 2007. LBF 19.96. 

The Young Muslim. April/May 1976 – Aug/Sep. 1979. LB 19.96. 

 

Newspaper cuttings 
Birmingham Ethnic Community newscuttings, 1954 to August 2005. Reclassified as Asian 

Communities from August 2005 onwards. 

Islamic Community in Birmingham. January 1965 to August 2004. LF 19.96. 

Sikh Community in Birmingham. January 1967 to March 2003. LF 19.971. 

 

Texts 
Abbas, Tahir. Muslims in Birmingham, Background paper for COMPAS. (2006). LP 19.96. 

Akhtar, Jawaid. Pakistanis in Britian, 1990s and Beyond. (1996). L 21.85. 

Bassi, Camila. Asian Gay Counter – Hegemonic Negotiation of Birmingham’s Pink Pound 

Territory.(2003). LF 22.85. 

Chishti, Makhdoom Ahmad. Lok Virsa, Exploring the Muslim Heritage. (2008). L 19.96. 

Choudhury, Yousuf and Drake, Peter. From Bangladesh to Birmingham. The History of Bangladeshis 

in Birmingham.(2001). LF 21.85. 

Choudhury, Yousuf. The Roots and Tales of Bangladeshi Settlers. (1993). L 21.85. 

Council of Sikh Gurdwaras in Birmingham. The Sikh Community in Birmingham, Identifying 

Community Needs and Development Strategies.(1993). LP 19.971. 

Desai, Rashmi. Indian Immigration to Britain. (1963). L 21.85. 

Dudrah, Rajinder. Bhangra : Birmingham and Beyond. (2007). L 55. 

Dudrah, Rajinder Birmingham’s Asian Community. A series of articles on topics such as Bhangra and 

Zee TV. LF 21.85. 

Jamdagni, Laxmi. Hamari Rangily Zindagi, Our Colourful Lives. Report on Asian Girls in the Midlands. 

(198-). LF 21.85. 

Kalra, Surjit Singh. Daughters of Tradition, Adolescent Sikh Girls and their accommodation to life in 

British Society. (1980). L 21.85. 

Karamat, Iqbal. Dear Birmingham, a Conversation with my Hometown. (2013). L 21.85. 

Mohammed, Izzy. From Bangladesh to Smethwick. (2008). L 21.85. 

Prem, Dhani. The Parliamentary Leper, A History of Colour Prejudice in Britain. (1965). L 21.85. 

Rahman, Aftab. Bangla Food Journeys. (2011). LF 21.85. 

 

 

 
  



99 
 

The Handsworth riots 
 

 
Handsworth riots 
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/50170/local_history/1650/handsworth_local_history/7 
 

Handsworth has suffered several riots due to civil and racial unrest and community discontentment. 

1981 
Characterised as "copycat riots" after the Brixton riots in London and around the time of the Toxteth 
riots in Liverpool and Moss Side riots in Manchester. The most common reasons for the riots 
reported by participants were unemployment, boredom and the imitation of events elsewhere 
1985 
Reportedly sparked by the arrest of a man in Lozells and a police raid on a pub in the same area; the 
first of a series of similar riots across the country during the autumn 
1991 
Sparked by a power cut which was followed by a looting spree of shops and houses 
2005 
Allegedly caused by a gang rape of a teenage black girl by a group of South Asian men, which was 
not substantiated 
 

 

Handsworth Disturbances 
https://www.runnymedetrust.org/histories/race-equality/99/handsworth-disturbances.html 
Runnymede Trust 
 
Two men died during 48 hours of rioting in the Handsworth district of Birmingham in September 
1985. Hundreds of youths attacked police, firefighters and property during the disturbances which 
occurred against a background of rising tension between police and the black community in the 
area. 
 

 

The riots of 1981: When anarchy gripped the West Midlands 
By Mark Andrews 
Jul 5, 2021 
https://www.expressandstar.com/news/Features/2021/07/05/when-anarchy-gripped-the-west-
midlands/ 
 
It is 40 years since the infamous summer of rioting tore through the West Midlands. While 
Handsworth suffered the worst, Wolverhampton and Shrewsbury were also hit by copycat 
outbreaks. Although the disturbances fizzled out after a few days, they left scars behind which are 
still to fully heal. 
 

 

Handsworth Riot, 1980's 
YouTube · HuntleyFilmArchives 
5 Sept 2014 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=p32FmKDD2Kc 
2mins14 

https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/50170/local_history/1650/handsworth_local_history/7
https://www.runnymedetrust.org/histories/race-equality/99/handsworth-disturbances.html
https://www.expressandstar.com/news/authors/mark-andrews/
https://www.expressandstar.com/news/Features/2021/07/05/when-anarchy-gripped-the-west-midlands/
https://www.expressandstar.com/news/Features/2021/07/05/when-anarchy-gripped-the-west-midlands/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p32FmKDD2Kc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p32FmKDD2Kc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p32FmKDD2Kc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p32FmKDD2Kc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=p32FmKDD2Kc
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Handsworth Riots, Lozells Rd, Birmingham – a compilation of news reports 
YouTube  
26 Jan 2020 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=hOFi2-rOkJc 
22mins47 
 

 

Handsworth Riots Studio Debate 
YouTube · ThamesTv 
3 Dec 2020 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=MqgsE-2vVew 
24mins28 
 

 

Portrait Of Handworth riot in 1985 - Pogus Caesar 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ey7ijaXv6UQ 
9mins 
 

 

Riots Lozells Birmingham Handsworth 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QksOHGYSSKQ 
8mins 
BBC 2 A film about Lozells riots - presenter Adil Ray. 
 

 

Talking Blues - the black community speaks about its relationship with the 
police 
https://web.archive.org/web/20190218133542/http://www.bbohp.org.uk/node/30 
 

Talking Blues, published by the Handsworth-based organisation AFFOR in 1978, was a collection of 

transcribed interviews about relations between the black community, and particularly young black 

people, and the police. 

The Introduction is by Clare Short, who was at the time the Director of AFFOR. 

You can download the whole booklet, in PDF format, here: 

https://web.archive.org/web/20170108042256/http://bbohp.org.uk/talking-

blues/Talking_Blues.pdf 

 

 

Vanley Burke photographer 
https://www.buru.org.uk/record.php?id=1097  

 
Photographer, artist and archivist Vanley Burke was born in Morant Bay, St. Thomas, Jamaica in the 

Caribbean in 1951; in 1965 he immigrated to England, joining his mother in Birmingham. He 

attended evening classes at the Birmingham School of Photography and became one of the first 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hOFi2-rOkJc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hOFi2-rOkJc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hOFi2-rOkJc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hOFi2-rOkJc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=hOFi2-rOkJc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=MqgsE-2vVew
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ey7ijaXv6UQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QksOHGYSSKQ
https://web.archive.org/web/20190218133542/http:/www.bbohp.org.uk/node/30
https://web.archive.org/web/20190218133542/http:/www.bbohp.org.uk/talking-blues/Talking_Blues.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20170108042256/http:/bbohp.org.uk/talking-blues/Talking_Blues.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20170108042256/http:/bbohp.org.uk/talking-blues/Talking_Blues.pdf
https://www.buru.org.uk/record.php?id=1097
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established Black British photographers in the UK, earning him the title ‘the Godfather of Black 

British photography’. 

Burke began photographing Handsworth in the 1970s, in a period when the presence of large 
Caribbean and South Asian immigrant communities often brought unwelcome media interest and 
racial unrest. 
 

 

Handsworth Riots – Twenty years on 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/birmingham/content/articles/2005/09/05/handsworth_riots_20years_featu
re.shtml 

 
Racial tension and community discontentment escalated into the historical Handsworth riots that 
rocked Birmingham between 9th - 11th September 1985. Birmingham photographers reflect twenty 
years on. Birmingham film maker and photographer Pogus Caesar found himself in the centre of the 
riots and managed to document numerous scenes. 
Have Your Say: What are your memories of the Handsworth riots in September 1985? 
Go to the website to see readers’ memories 
 

 
'We’ve moved a step back' - women reflect 40 years on since 
Handsworth Riots 1981 
by Oprah Flash 
6 July 2021 
https://www.birminghammail.co.uk/news/midlands-news/weve-moved-step-back-women-
20961624 
 
The bustling streets of one of Birmingham’s most thriving areas show no sign of the 
tumultuous riots that took place in the city 40 years ago.  
In July 1981, Handsworth erupted in flames and violence as a three -day riot broke out across 
the neighbourhood. 
Born from decades of anguish fuelled by unemployment, injustice and tethered relations 
between the police and the black community, the disturbances have been described by 
activists as ‘the bursting of a boil’.  
While the physical scars may have faded, the riots left a lasting legacy ingrained in the 
hearts of all those who witnessed and took part. Out of the ashes, a group of pioneering 
women set about healing the wounds of the community.  

• Former deputy West Midlands Police Commissioner, Councillor Yvonne Mosquito  

• Maureen Lewis, the CEO of Walsall  Black Sisters Collective 

• Maureen Scott-Douglas, chair of West Midlands Jamaican Diaspora UK  

• Camille Ade-John, a community activist who worked for the Commission for Racial 
Equality in 1981  

• Siobhan Harper Nunes, the vice-chair of Birmingham Race Impact Group and founder of 
Shakti women  

 
Reflecting on the events former deputy West Midlands Police Commissioner, Councillor 
Yvonne Mosquito said: “People were frustrated. Many children that came over to the UK 
from the Caribbean were placed in subnormal classes in school. 
“I saw exceptionally bright pupils not being allowed to take examinations. As a community, 
we saw our parents, the Windrush generation, being mistreated. They weren’t allowed into 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/birmingham/content/articles/2005/09/05/handsworth_riots_20years_feature.shtml
https://www.bbc.co.uk/birmingham/content/articles/2005/09/05/handsworth_riots_20years_feature.shtml
https://www.birminghammail.co.uk/news/midlands-news/weve-moved-step-back-women-20961624
https://www.birminghammail.co.uk/news/midlands-news/weve-moved-step-back-women-20961624
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white churches and had to set up their own and we were put in the worse of 
accommodations. 
“All of this manifested in the riots. Everyone felt a sense of injustice.”  
 
At the time bouts of unrest were taking place across the country. Most notably, in January 
1981, the streets of London were alive with protests after 13 Black teens were killed in the 
New Cross house fire. 
 
Cllr Mosquito added: “The Handsworth riots were merely the bursting of a boil. However, 
very little came out of it because no one understood the nature of racism and how it can 
affect a community. 
“It can attack you in different ways, it attacks your self -esteem and confidence so you 
question whether or not you’re capable. It was a constant barrage. It was a horrible time.  
“In 1996 when I became a councillor, 97% of Black boys and 96% of  Pakistani boys left 
school with no qualifications. Young boys were entering the criminal justice system from as 
young as 12.” 
 
Yvonne Mosquito was Lord Mayor of Birmingham 
Cllr Mosquito was just 17 years old during the riots. Spurred on by a passion to he lp rebuild 
the community she became an activist and went on to be the first Black Brummie appointed 
as Lord Mayor of the city. 
A series of riots plagued Handsworth in the years that followed. Two brothers were killed, 
scores injured and millions of pounds worth of damage was caused on September 9, 1985.  
It was sparked by the arrest of a man in Lozells and a police raid on a pub in the same area. 
Subsequent riots unfolded in 1991, 2005 and 2011.  
Amid the widespread unrest, female activists banded together to startup community help 
groups 
 
Maureen Lewis, the CEO of Walsall Black Sisters Collective, told BirminghamLive: “The 
charity was set up in 1986 as a result of a number of issues that were happening within the 
community in the 1980s. 
“It was set up to empower and support young Black women. 
'From ghetto to home of revolution' 
“I’ve been around a long time and it feels like money was invested into those areas after the 
riots to appease communities but no long-term plan was put in place to make a change. It 
just put a plaster over a wound that never healed. We’re not moving forward.”  
 
Maureen Scott-Douglas, chair of West Midlands Jamaican Diaspora UK added: “It had put 
Handsworth on the map, it was previously seen as some sort of ghetto but all of a sudd en it 
became a home of revolution. It raised the consciousness and there was a proudness.  
“However, all young people were painted with the same brush. We were all seen as violent 
rioters. Black women were seen as angry and aggressive.”  
 
Will it happen again? 
Over the last few years, there has once again been a shift in the conversation around the 
topic of social justice. 
A combination of the Home Office’s Windrush Scandal, the impact of the coronavirus on 
Black and Asian communities and the Black Lives Matter campaign following the death of 
George Floyd has led us to this point. 
 
Could this be the catalyst for another riot in the city? Some activists think that it is.  
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Camille Ade-John, a community activist who worked for the Commission for Racial Equality 
in 1981 said: “I certainly think it could happen again because there are still not enough of us 
in senior positions consistently. 
“There hasn’t been any successive planning in terms of how communities are constantly 
engaged in the decision-making process so it has left us in a reactive state. 
“Across the spectrum of Birmingham, there is work to be done in education and economic 
engagement. 
“There is something endemic in the society that doesn’t allow for the level of development 
and confidence so we need to tackle the structural biases. 
“Take a look at the House of Commons, it’s a mirror image of where we are at as a society.  
 
Siobhan Harper Nunes, the vice-chair of Birmingham Race Impact Group and founder of 
Shakti women added: “So many people in England today still do not understand that there is 
racism and discrimination. It’s hard to have the conversation if you aren’t in agreement with 
it going on. 
“There are people in positions today that probably wouldn’t have been if it wasn’t for the 
affirmative action but it’s not enough. 
“We’ve come some way but we’ve also gone backwards. The conversation has changed. How 
do you explain the disproportionate sentencing of Black people and injustices in the 
community if there isn’t a problem? 
 
Comments 
handsworthborn 
i was around when theses riots took place i lived in handsworth and went to holyhead 
school in them times racism was rife in handsworth with the police and in the schools with 
the teachers we wasnt allowed to take certain exams if you didnt comply with certain 
teachers and if you went to holyhead you know the teachers im going on about and would 
only be allowed to take maths and english after that they put us in a special class and we 
were then always told that we will turn out to nothi ng by the teachers at the same time 
unemployment was high i remember phoning for a interview for a job and only to be told 
when i reached and the woman saw me that i was black there was no jobs going out of my 
year only 1 got into longbridge and that was only because his brother was working there for 
over 10yrs things have changed in handsworth but the stigma that its a bad area will always 
stay 
 

 

'Still fighting same old s*** over and over' - Handsworth riots remembered, 
40 years on 
By Jagwant Johal  
Birmingham Mail 5 July 2021 
https://www.birminghammail.co.uk/news/midlands-news/still-fighting-same-old-s-20942417 
Article with Video clip 1.51 mins. 
 
Race campaigner Jagwant Johal shares his reflections on 40 years of flashpoints in Handsworth and 
Lozells - and says there is still a lot of work to do to bring about lasting change 
 

 

  

https://www.birminghammail.co.uk/news/midlands-news/still-fighting-same-old-s-20942417
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Some Reading for Teachers 
 

 

Articles from the journal Race Equality Teaching  
 
The journal Multicultural Teaching (MCT) began publication in 1982. In 2001 its title was changed 
to Race Equality Teaching (RET). Its last issue was published in 2017. It published more than 1,000 
articles.  
Below are some examples. Click on the PDF link for each short article. All the articles are at 
https://access.portico.org/Portico/auView?auId=ark%253A%252F27927%252Fphzzr69p3b&auVie
wType1=PDF 
 
Reflections and resolutions 1: I wish I could say 
Race Equality Teaching v. 34, n.3  (01 June 2018) : 24-24 
Views and voices over the years about violence and aggression 
PDF   

Reflections and resolutions 2: Beyond the surface 
Race Equality Teaching v. 34, n. 3  (01 June 2018) : 35-35 
Views and voices over the years about personal and cultural identity  
PDF  

Reflections and resolutions 3: To advance equality 
Race Equality Teaching v. 34, n. 3  (01 June 2018) : 42-42 
Views and voices over the years about the public sector equality duty 
PDF   

Reflections and resolutions 4: Shared responsibility 
unattributed 
Race Equality Teaching v. 34, n. 3  (01 June 2018) : 57-57 
Views and voices over the years about facing the future 
PDF   

Bullying and harassment: Common, known, but not discussed  
Elinor Kelly 
Race Equality Teaching v. 34, n. 3  (01 June 2018) : 26-26 
Research like Kelly’s spearheaded a literature which shifted the responsibility for dealing with 
bullying from the victims and their parents to the leadership of schools. 
PDF   

Not always purely scientific: Race and racism in the science curriculum 
Shahid Ashrif 
Race Equality Teaching v. 34, n. 3  (01 June 2018) : 27-27 
Science in the curriculum has a special role in deepening understanding of race and racism. 
Because science has a unique authority and is ostensibly about being impartial, objective, and 
about what is called the ‘truth’, race can be taught through science. But this, Shahid Ashrif argues, 
is not what happens in schools. On the  contrary … 
PDF   

I always felt different: The loss and recovery of cultural identity 
David Milner 
Race Equality Teaching v. 34, n. 3  (01 June 2018) : 32-32 

https://access.portico.org/Portico/auView?auId=ark%253A%252F27927%252Fphzzr69p3b&auViewType1=PDF
https://access.portico.org/Portico/auView?auId=ark%253A%252F27927%252Fphzzr69p3b&auViewType1=PDF
https://access.portico.org/Portico/auView?auId=ark%253A%252F27927%252Fphzzr69p3b&auViewType1=PDF
https://access.portico.org/Portico/auView?auId=ark%253A%252F27927%252Fphzzr69m9g&auViewType1=PDF
https://access.portico.org/Portico/auView?auId=ark%253A%252F27927%252Fphzzr69mt7&auViewType1=PDF
https://access.portico.org/Portico/auView?auId=ark%253A%252F27927%252Fphzzr69t6t&auViewType1=PDF
https://access.portico.org/Portico/auView?auId=ark%253A%252F27927%252Fphzzr69v06&auViewType1=PDF
https://access.portico.org/Portico/auView?auId=ark%253A%252F27927%252Fphzzr69p6w&auViewType1=PDF
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In this article David Milner writes from his own experience of the loss of cultural heritage and the 
imperative of finding and owning it. 
PDF   

We the people with our roots in ex-colonies: Landmarks in our recent history 
Ambalavaner Sivanandan 
Race Equality Teaching v. 34, n. 3  (01 June 2018) : 34-34 
In this article Sivanandan looks at progress one year after the Stephen Lawrence Inquiry, and 
begins with a passionate account of the struggles of oppressed black people to overcome racism in 
British society. 
PDF    

Listening to refugee children's own stories: Government support needed 
Mano Candappa 
Race Equality Teaching v. 34, n. 3  (01 June 2018) : 36-36 
Based on her research at the Thomas Coram Institute and the children’s moving personal 
testimonies, Mano Candappa looks at failures of the government’s refugee dispersal strategy and 
the inadequacies of schools’ capacity to cope with the newly arriving children and young people. 
She illuminates the experience of refugee children moving from situations of persecution and war 
that teachers can hardly comprehend, to isolation in their new schools in England. 
PDF  

The abolition of the Transatlantic slave trade: Principles and pitfalls for teachers 
Berenice Miles 
Race Equality Teaching v. 34, n. 3  (01 June 2018) : 44-45 
The approach to teaching about the abolition of slavery outlined here stresses the importance of a 
broad framework that contains not only abolition but begins with great African civilizations, and 
includes black heroes of the resistance, a human rights approach, white abolitionists as role-
models but not as the principal agents of change, and respect for the dignity of all pupils. 
PDF 

Reading the riots: 'Us', 'them' and civil unrest 
Gus John 
Race Equality Teaching v. 34, n. 3  (01 June 2018) : 51-51 
Civil unrest occurred in England between 6 and 11 August 2011. It started in Tottenham, London, 
following the death of Mark Duggan, a local man who had been shot dead by police, and then 
spread to other parts of London and to other cities. Gus John points out that there was much 
injustice in the ways it was dealt with by the authorities. 
PDF   

Everyone an insider: Respect and inclusion for all 
Farzana Khan 
Race Equality Teaching v. 34, n. 3  (01 June 2018) : 56-56 
Through the Equality Act 2010 race equality is now on a par legally with several other concerns, 
including age, faith, disability, gender and sexual orientation. Farzana Khan has studied the impact 
of the new legislation in a range of primary schools and here reviews developments at Parkfield 
School, Birmingham. She focuses on the use the school makes of the No Outsiders project. 
PDF  

Eurocentric, nationalistic, dishonest: History textbooks reviewed 
Dawn Gill 
Race Equality Teaching v. 34, n. 3  (01 June 2018) : 19-19 

https://access.portico.org/Portico/auView?auId=ark%253A%252F27927%252Fphzzr69n1t&auViewType1=PDF
https://access.portico.org/Portico/auView?auId=ark%253A%252F27927%252Fphzzr69s28&auViewType1=PDF
https://access.portico.org/Portico/auView?auId=ark%253A%252F27927%252Fphzzr69nv7&auViewType1=PDF
https://access.portico.org/Portico/auView?auId=ark%253A%252F27927%252Fphzzr69rm2&auViewType1=PDF
https://access.portico.org/Portico/auView?auId=ark%253A%252F27927%252Fphzzr69q6c&auViewType1=PDF
https://access.portico.org/Portico/auView?auId=ark%253A%252F27927%252Fphzzr69r5b&auViewType1=PDF
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In her article Dawn Gill tackled the problem of racist schoolbooks, examining two examples that 
were used, unquestioned, as authoritative secondary school texts. 
https://access.portico.org/Portico/auView?auId=ark%253A%252F27927%252Fphzzr69rhh&auView
Type1=PDF&auViewType2=   

If you go to Handsworth you'll get mugged!' Antiracism in a white school 
Richard Hatcher 
Race Equality Teaching v. 34, n. 3  (01 June 2018) : 22-22 
A project in Birmingham which showed a class of white 15-year-olds that their perceptions of race 
and black people were based on ignorance, hearsay and prejudice. 
PDF  
 
See also Racism in Children’s Lives by Barry Troyna and Richard Hatcher, 1992. Chapters include:  

• Feeling Harassed? Racist incidents in Britain 

• Friend or foe? Relationships between black and white children in Britain 

• Children’s cultures, black experiences 

• The meanings of racist name-calling 

• Sources of racism 

• Responses to racist incidents 
 

 
Tools To Begin Your Journey Towards Anti-Racism 
https://www.oxfam.org.uk/oxfam-in-action/oxfam-blog/tools-to-begin-your-journey-towards-anti-
racism/ 
 
Now and forever, Oxfam has a profound responsibility not only to stand against institutionalised 
and systemic racism in society, but to work harder to become a better ally of the Black Lives 
Matter movement and global network. 

 

 
Birmingham: The Workshop of the World 
Carl Chinn and Malcolm Dick (eds) 2016 
Chapters include: 

1. The Peoples of Birmingham 
4. The Tudor and Stuart Town 
5. The City of a Thousand Trades 1700-1945 
6. Birmingham: A Political Profile 1700-1940 
11. The Transformation of Post-War Birmingham 

 
Black/minority/ethnic (BME) communities Pages 29-31, 34-45, 211, 311-12 
Racial prejudice Pages: Asians 44, black people 34-8, Irish, 22, 35, Jews 26-7, Romanies/Travellers 28-
9 
Slavery Pages 129-30 
 

 
Our City: Migrants and the Making of Modern Birmingham 
Jon Bloomfield 2019 
 

 
A History of Birmingham 
Chris Upton 2011 

https://access.portico.org/Portico/auView?auId=ark%253A%252F27927%252Fphzzr69rhh&auViewType1=PDF&auViewType2=
https://access.portico.org/Portico/auView?auId=ark%253A%252F27927%252Fphzzr69rhh&auViewType1=PDF&auViewType2=
https://access.portico.org/Portico/auView?auId=ark%253A%252F27927%252Fphzzr69r18&auViewType1=PDF
https://www.oxfam.org.uk/oxfam-in-action/oxfam-blog/tools-to-begin-your-journey-towards-anti-racism/
https://www.oxfam.org.uk/oxfam-in-action/oxfam-blog/tools-to-begin-your-journey-towards-anti-racism/
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Black and British: A Forgotten History 
David Olusoga 2016 
Pages 415-6 Visit of African Kings to Birmingham 1895 
 

 
Empireland: How Imperialism Has Shaped Modern Britain 
Sathnam Sanghera 2021 
 

 
The New Age of Empire: How Racism and Colonialism Still Rule the World 
Kehinde Andrews 2021 

References to Birmingham: 
62 James Watt and finance from slave owners 
67-8 exporting guns 
72 steel for guns and shackles 
85-8 Cadbury World 
187 Malcolm X Birmingham, Smethwick 

 

 
Green Unpleasant Land: Creative Responses to Rural England's Colonial Connections 
Corinne Fowler 2020 
Green Unpleasant Land explores the countryside’s repressed colonial past and demonstrates its 
importance as a source of ideas about Englishness. 
The book presents historical evidence to show that rural England was a place of conflict and global 
expansion. It also examines four centuries of literary response to explore how race, class and gender 
have both created and deconstructed England’s pastoral mythologies. In particular, the book argues 
that Black and British Asian writers have challenged narrow, nostalgic views of rural England but also 
expressed attachment to English landscapes and the natural world. 
 

 
At Home with the Empire: Metropolitan Culture and the Imperial World 
Catherine Hall and Sonya O. Rose (eds) 2006  
This pioneering 2006 volume addresses the question of how Britain's empire was lived through 
everyday practices - in church and chapel, by readers at home, as embodied in sexualities or forms 
of citizenship, as narrated in histories - from the eighteenth century to the present. Leading 
historians explore the imperial experience and legacy for those located, physically or imaginatively, 
'at home, ' from the impact of empire on constructions of womanhood, masculinity and class to its 
influence in shaping literature, sexuality, visual culture, consumption and history-writing. They 
assess how people thought imperially, not in the sense of political affiliations for or against empire, 
but simply assuming it was there, part of the given world that had made them who they were. They 
also show how empire became a contentious focus of attention at certain moments and in particular 
ways. This will be essential reading for scholars and students of modern Britain and its empire. 
 
Contents 
1. Introduction: being at home with the Empire - Catherine Hall and Sonya Rose 
2. At home with history: Macaulay and the history of England - Catherine Hall 
3. A homogeneous society? Britain's internal 'others', 1800-present - Laura Tabili 
4. At home with Empire: the example of Ireland - Christine Kinealy 
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5. The condition of women, women's writing and the Empire in nineteenth-century Britain - Jane 
Rendall 
6. Sexuality and Empire - Philippa Levine 
7. Religion and Empire at home - Susan Thorne 
8. Metropolitan desires and colonial connections: reflections on consumption and empire - Joanna 
de Groot 
9. Imagining Empire: history, fantasy and literature - Cora Kaplan 
10. New narratives of imperial politics in the nineteenth century - Antoinette Burton 
11. Bringing the Empire home: women activists in imperial Britain, 1790s-1930s - Clare Midgley 
12. Taking class notes on Empire - James Epstein 
13. Citizenship and Empire 1867-1928 - Keith McClelland and Sonya Rose 
 

 
Civilising Subjects: Metropole and Colony in the English Imagination 1830-1867 
Catherine Hall 2002 
 

 
Bloody Foreigners: The Story of Immigration to Britain 
Robert Winder 2013 
The story of the way Britain has been settled and influenced by foreign people is as old as the land 
itself. In this original, important and inspiring book, Robert Winder tells of the remarkable migrations 
that have founded and defined a nation. This brand new edition also takes in the last ten years, 
bringing the story right up to date. 
 

 
Partition Voices 
Untold British Stories 
Kavita Puri 2020 
The division of the Indian subcontinent in 1947 into India and Pakistan saw millions uprooted and 
resulted in unspeakable violence. It happened far away, but it would shape modern Britain. 
Read an extract: https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/partition-voices-9781408899069/ 
 

 
Articles by Malcolm Dick 
Dr Malcolm Dick is  Director of the Centre for West Midlands History in the School of History and 
Cultures at the University of Birmingham 
Dudrah, R & Dick, M 2011, Ethnic Community Histories in the Midlands, Special Edition of Midlands 
HIstory. vol. 36, Not Known. 
Dick, M, Wilson, PK & Dolan, BA 2010, Anna Seward's Life of Erasmus Darwin. Brewin Books. 
Dick, M 2010, Birmingham: A Social History after 1945. Jones-Sands Publishing. 
Dick, M, Abbas, T & Dudrah, R 2006, Ethnicity and Culture in the Global City. Not Known. 
Dick, M 2011, 'Birmingham Anglo-Jewry c 1780-c1880: Origins, Experiences and Representations', 
Midland History, vol. 36, no. 2. 
Dudrah, R & Dick, M 2011, 'Introduction: Ethnic Community Histories in the Midlands', Midland 
History, vol. 36, no. 2. 
Dick, M 2008, 'Discourses for the new industrial world: industrialisation and the education of the 
public in late eighteenth-century Britain', History of Education, vol. 37, no. 4, pp. 567-584. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/00467600802101918 
 

 
David Gilborn 

https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/partition-voices-9781408899069/
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https://www.researchgate.net/profile/David-Gillborn 
David Gillborn is Emeritus Professor of Critical Race Studies and Founding Director of the Centre for 
Research in Race and Education (CRRE) at the University of Birmingham, UK. David's research 
focuses on racism and race inequity in education, with a specialist interest in the sociology of 
education, education policy and critical race theory (CRT). David edits the international peer-
reviewed journal 'Race Ethnicity and Education'. Click the link for some free articles. 
 

 
The Black Presence in the West Midlands, 1650–1918 

D I Callaghan, Sparkbrook Caribbean and African Women’s Development Initiative. In Midland 
History, Vol. 36 No. 2, Autumn, 2011, 180–94. 
Extracts below. You can access the whole article by paying a fee, or free through HE and other 
institutions. 
 

Between 2009 and 2010 the Sparkbrook Caribbean and African Women's Development Initiative 

(SCAWDI) undertook a twelve month project called History Detectives to research the experiences of 

the black population who lived in the west midlands prior to 1918. A register of more than two 

hundred individuals was created of all those who have been found, and fourteen of them have been 

investigated in more detail and their stories told in the History Detectives publication. In this article 

some of the information held in the register is presented and analysed to chart the changing lives of 

the black population in the region in the context of the changing economic and social environment. 

The sources used to find the black population are discussed and how they reflect the experiences of 

black individuals and their families. Themes considered include slavery and emancipation, 

motivations for migration to the west midlands, gender and the white reaction to this migration. 

(p180) 

 
The black presence 1650–1808 
The last slave sale recorded in the region occurred at the Baker’s Arms in Lichfi eld in 1771.12 This 
was at the same time as the Albert family — better known today through the name of their 
patriarch, Ukawsaw Gronniosaw, the ex-slave who produced a written account of his life — were 
free to live a quiet life in Kidderminster, apparently embraced by their local community.13 These 
two examples demonstrate the diffi culty in defi ning the status of black people in Britain, before the 
complete abolition of slavery in the empire in 1838.  
There are also the ambiguous examples of ‘servants’ who worked in the homes of wealthy 
landowners. Whether they were free to come and go as they pleased is questionable, but that they 
migrated here at the behest of another is not. Thomas Otempora, for instance, was described as ‘a 
good servant and a most trusty friend’ in his obituary provided by his employer, Viscount Valentia of 
Upper-Arley in 1781. Thomas was also described as an American, ‘from African parents’. The 
viscount had spent his early life in America, so he may have brought Thomas to England with him on 
his return to Worcestershire. Slave or free, Thomas represents a common theme in black British 
history to this point. That is the connection between blacks and domestic service in the stately 
homes of England and their identity here being forged by their master. (pp183-4) 
 
This evidence suggests that despite still being a legal practice, the existence of slavery in the west 
midlands was all but diminished in reality before abolition had even been suggested in parliament by 
William Wilberforce in 1789. Kathy Chater has argued that slavery in England was determined on a 
personal level by the master of a black individual and ‘did not exist as an institution in England and 
Wales’. If this is true then the decreasing number of servant/master relationships being found in 
parish records would suggest that slavery was losing its appeal, possibly due to the changing legal 
and social attitudes towards its existence in England. (p185) 

https://www.researchgate.net/profile/David-Gillborn
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Blacks in England found themselves more isolated as individuals, seeking a living in the more 
anonymous and less hospitable environs of the growing cities’. Two black individuals died, 
apparently alone, in Birmingham in 1773 and 1774. (p185) 
 
Not all blacks living in the homes of the west midlands’ wealthy served as domestics, however. Jane 
Harry, the daughter of a Jamaican Grand Court judge and free black woman, worked for the Quaker 
Sampson Lloyd as a governess at the family home in Sparkbrook, Birmingham. She was responsible 
for teaching Lloyd’s fifteen children between 1779 and 1782, when she married a white surgeon 
from Worcester. Lloyd had business interests in banking and the iron industry, actually owning or 
loaning a black slave who worked in his slitting mill in Digbeth, Birmingham in 1749. It is all the more 
remarkable then that just thirty years later he had entrusted his children’s education to a free black 
woman. As was the case with many other Quakers, members of the Lloyd family were infl uential 
supporters of the abolition movement by the 1780s.27 (p186) 
 
The black presence 1809–1918 
The project identified 180 people in the west midlands between 1809 and 1918. […] The most 
obvious finding from the data is the absence of women. Only seventeen have been found in this 
period, just over 9 per cent of the whole. Before 1809, when demand for black servant boys far 
outweighed that for girls, one in four of those found were female, consistent with the average figure 
quoted by other studies for this period.28 What happened to these women? The likelihood is that 
most black women who came here in bondage either died young or formed a relationship with a 
white man and their children married other members of the indigenous population, so that after a 
couple of generations their appearance gave away little clue to their ancestry. (p187) 
 
Many west midlands blacks from Asia were former sailors, or lascars as they were known. […] 
Antonio Bostian from Madras was lodging in Worcester in 1857, and a few years later in Birmingham 
three lodging houses were being operated specifi cally for the sheltering of lascars.38 (p189) 
 
Racial discrimination in the west midlands 
In an individual case relating to a black man, Benjamin Rowe in 1891 was ‘assaulted’ by a group of 
men; when a policeman intervened he was told to ‘move on, darkie’ and struck by the offi cer, 
whom he then struck back. In court Rowe argued that he was only there because he ‘was an African 
— man of colour’. The newspaper that reported the case certainly felt his race was a factor in his 
behaviour as ‘his African blood mounted to his head’. If there is any truth in this testimony it 
demonstrates that racism could make life diffi cult for the black population.  
Other evidence, however, suggests that racial prejudice was not universal amongst the working 
classes. There are many instances of mixed heritage marriages, for example, where the partners 
seemed to live happily within their communities. Ben Rowe, mentioned above, lived with his white 
wife in Birmingham for some thirty years, never moving further than a few streets. Ben was an 
entertainer who was often away but he evidently felt it safe to leave his children alone with his wife 
and stepmother. (p190) 
 
Finally, further comment should be made of the black stereotypes that existed and thrived in 
Victorian Britain through the media, and in particular the entertainment industry, that were a 
contributing factor to racist incidents and attitudes. 
In 1851 a family of Kaffirs, who were black South Africans, stayed in Livery Street in the centre of 
Birmingham. All four of them, three adults and one child, had their occupation noted as ‘exhibiting’ 
themselves. It is possible they were being paraded as freakish examples of African culture, a not 
uncommon practice in nineteenth- and twentieth-century Britain. In 1907 for instance, during the 
Lady Godiva procession in Coventry, Chief Amgoza who claimed to be from Dahomey (modern-day 
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Benin) led the Arab Cycling Club section to the bemusement of many, and was later described by 
one newspaper as being ‘of rather terrifying appearance in his wild and woolly warpaint’. Such 
descriptions of African dress and culture are a regular feature of press reporting during this period 
and encouraged the negative stereotyping of African people and culture. Negro minstrel acts — 
white entertainers who painted their faces black and presented caricatures of black people through 
comedy and song — also created derogatory images of black culture and served to popularise the 
‘racially motivated notion that blacks are innately musical’ … (p191) 
After several decades of a saturated ‘burnt cork minstrel’ market, the public wanted the real thing. 
Genuine black performers had been in the region as early as 1821 but were heavily outnumbered by 
minstrel acts until the end of the century. The case of Alex Bogle, a tenor singer, demonstrates the 
beginnings of this shift in popularity. In an advertisement for a performance of his in Birmingham in 
1876 he was described as ‘a genuine darkey’, clearly highlighting his unique sales point. (p192) 
 

 
African Heritage Initiatives: Contributions of Africans to Birmingham 
https://www.communityarchives.org.uk/content/organisation/african-heritage-initiatives-
contributions-of-africans-to-birmingham 
The African Heritage Initiative is a unique and innovative project with the aim of inspiring and 
empowering members of the African community in Birmingham to learn more about their role in 
local history, whilst also informing both Africans and the rest of society in regard to the integration 
of African migrants in Birmingham. Focusing on Africans who have arrived in Birmingham since 1950, 
the African Heritage Initiative has conducted extensive research to uncover and narrate the 
previously untold stories of African migrants: why they – or their parents – came to this country; 
their experiences when they arrived; their subsequent settlement experiences; and their 
achievements and contributions to their adopted society as well as their aspirations for the future. 
New African leaders: Contributions of Africans in Birmingham from 1950: Traditional Stories of 
Africans in Birmingham, United Kingdom by Frederick Ebot Ashu, 2012. 
 

 
Birmingham Black heritage sources 

https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/50134/archives_and_collections/1580/black_history_collecti
on/5 
The following is a source list of those materials held in the Birmingham and Local Studies collections 
relating to a study of Birmingham’s place in British Black heritage. The Birmingham and Local Studies 
collections are designated repositories of printed resources pertaining to the cultural and historic 
development of the city. 
 
Guides for finding materials 
6. Black History collection subject guide (please consult staff for further information) 
7. Slavery/anti-slavery resources guide which gives reference to the anti-slavery pamphlet 
collection. Entries for these texts can also be found via the online catalogue (Spydus). (Please consult 
staff for further information) 
8. Birmingham Stories source guides - stored in the Heritage Research Area quick reference 
sequence plus on-line via www.connectinghistories.org.uk 
9. Black History sources in Birmingham City Archives (BCOL 21.85) 
10. Making Connections Birmingham Black International History (BCOL 21.85) 
 

https://www.communityarchives.org.uk/content/organisation/african-heritage-initiatives-contributions-of-africans-to-birmingham
https://www.communityarchives.org.uk/content/organisation/african-heritage-initiatives-contributions-of-africans-to-birmingham
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Newafricanleaders-Contributions-Africans-Birmingham-1950-ebook/dp/B0792XMB8T/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&qid=1635254646&refinements=p_27%3AFrederick+Ebot+Ashu&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Newafricanleaders-Contributions-Africans-Birmingham-1950-ebook/dp/B0792XMB8T/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&qid=1635254646&refinements=p_27%3AFrederick+Ebot+Ashu&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Frederick-Ebot-Ashu/e/B00J3ZNG7M?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1&qid=1635254646&sr=1-1
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/50134/archives_and_collections/1580/black_history_collection/5
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/50134/archives_and_collections/1580/black_history_collection/5
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11. Black History collection subject guide (please consult staff for further information) 

12. Slavery/anti-slavery resources guide which gives reference to the anti-slavery pamphlet 
collection. Entries for these texts can also be found via the online catalogue (Spydus). (Please consult 
staff for further information) 

13. Birmingham Stories source guides - stored in the Heritage Research Area quick reference 
sequence plus on-line via www.connectinghistories.org.uk 

14. Black History sources in Birmingham City Archives (BCOL 21.85) 

15. Making Connections Birmingham Black International History(BCOL 21.85) 

 

The open access Black History Collection is located on level 4 of the Library of Birmingham. 

Birmingham Black heritage sources 

The following is a source list of those materials held in the Birmingham and Local Studies collections 

relating to a study of Birmingham’s place in British Black heritage. The Birmingham and Local Studies 

collections are designated repositories of printed resources pertaining to the cultural and historic 

development of the city. 

 
Community profiles 
The African Caribbean Community in Birmingham. (1995). LF 21.85. 

 

Library of Birmingham texts 

Ashu, Frederick Ebot. New African Leaders: Contribution of Africans in Birmingham from 1950 - 

traditional stories of Africans in Birmingham, UK. (2012). Birmingham Collection 21.85 and LF 21.85. 

Birmingham City Council. Revd. Peter Thomas Stanford – The Life of Birmingham’s First Black 

Minister. (2011). LP 78.1 STA. 

Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery. Breaking the Chains – James Watt and slavery: The untold 
story. (2020). LP 50.102. 
Bishton, Derek and Reardon, John. Home Front. (1984). Birmingham Collection 21.85 and L 21.85. 

British Soviet Society. The British Soviet Society (B’ham Branch) Presents Paul Robeson at the 

Birmingham Town Hall, 21 May 1949. LP 22.41 

Brown, John. Policing by Multi-Racial Consent, the Handsworth experience. (1982). L9.1. 

Callaghan, David. Day in the Life: a Black Heritage Trail of the West Midlands. (2011). Birmingham 

Collection 21.85 and LP 21.85. 

Courtman, Sandra. A Journey Through the Imperial Gaze: Birmingham’s Photographic Collections 

and its Caribbean Nexus. (2004). LF 21.85. 

Edmead, Peter L. The Divisive Decade. (1999). Birmingham Collection 21.85 and LF 21.85. 

Flett, Hazel. Black Council Tenants in Birmingham. Working Papers on Ethnic Relations. No. 12, 1979. 

LF 21.85. 

Griffiths, Peter. A Question of Colour. (1966). L 21.85. Chapter on the 1964 election in Smethwick. 

Grosvenor, McLean and Roberts. Making Connections: Birmingham’s Black International History. 

(2002). Birmingham Collection 21.85 and L 21.85 

Grosvenor, Ian and Chapman, Rob. West Africa, West Indies, West Midlands. Book to accompany 

exhibition.(1982). Birmingham Collection 21.85 and LF 21.85. 

Gunter, Henry. A Man’s a Man – the Colour Bar in Birmingham and an Answer. (1954). 

L 21.85.  

Hall, Catherine. Civilising Subjects: Metropole and Colony in the English Imagination, 1830 to 1861. 

(2002). L 21.851. Section on Birmingham – Mapping the Midland Metropolis. 

Hall, Clive (ed.), Three Continents, One History: Birmingham, the Transatlantic Slave Trade and the 

Caribbean. (c 2008). Birmingham Collection 21.851 and L 21.851. 
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Jones, Simon. Black Culture, White Youth - Reggae Tradition From JA to UK. (1988). L 21.85 

Chapter on the Birmingham context. 

Madden, Ann. From Paradise to Motherland. A Reminiscence pack to assist Birmingham’s post-war 

Caribbean immigrants in recalling their pasts. (1993). LF 21.85. 

Price, Doreen and Thiara, Ravi. The Land of Money? Personal accounts by post-war Black migrants to 

Birmingham.(1992). LP 21.85 PRI 

Sanders, John. Immigration … The Incredible Folly. (1965). L 21.85. 

Scawdi. History Detectives: Black People in the West Midlands, 1650 – 1918. (2010). LP 21.85. 

Searle, Kevin. Guess Who Came to Dinner ..... the Stories of Black Mixed Race Families in Birmingham 

during the 1950s and 1960s. (200?). LP 21.85. 

Sherwood, Marika. Malcolm X Visits Abroad. References to the 1965 visit to Smethwick. (2011). L 

21.85. 

Weaver, Gordon. Conan Doyle and the Parson’s Son: the George Edalji Case. (2006). L 43 EDA. 

 

 
 
 


